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Major Criteria    
 Contribution and argument 

(quality of research and 
analysis, originality) 
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(definition of objectives, 
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 Theoretical framework 
(methods relevant to the 
research question)  

15 15 
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 Sources, literature 10 9 
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Reviewer’s commentary according to the above criteria (min. 1800 characters 
including spaces when recommending a passing grade, min. 2500 characters including 
spaces when recommending a failing grade): 
 
The author has identified an essential topic of the contemporary geopolitics. One does not 

need to stress the ongoing degradation of the geostrategic environment imposed on the 

West by Russia´s military aggression against Ukraine. In February 2022 the world entered 

the period of redefined global paradigm with all geopolitical and geoeconomic 

consequences such as the reality of a politically divided world and slowing globalization, or 

the end of a just-in-time approach. However, as somebody said, Russia might be a perfect 

storm, but China might be a climate change when it comes to destabilization of the existing 

security architecture. It´s clear that a potential military action in any form, of China against 



Taiwan would have way more serious implication for the global economy. Not only for this 

reason, it's important to analyze the role of the semiconductor industry located in Taiwan. 

  

The submitted thesis has well-defined goals and research design. Sebastian has chosen a 

game theory as a theoretical framework, which is absolutely relevant. The analysis is well 

done and I find no major shortfalls when it comes to the theoretical or methodological side 

of the submitted paper. Of course, theories always have certain limits to provide a 

comprehensive answer to complicated and multi-faceted reality on the ground. It´s always 

a bit of simplification to try to explain someone´s behavior and strategic calculations as 

purely rational because psychology always plays an important role. War gaming or desk-top 

exercise are just one of the possible examples. In the case of Taiwan there are important 

aspects that would be considered on both sides, be it geographic aspects such as a 

relatively short window of opportunity for the invasion (in terms of weather conditions on the 

sea), or the importance of cognitive warfare, which may be of essence too. To sum up, I 

appreciate the original angle of the thesis and overall quality of analysis. From a formal point 

of view, the paper meets all formal aspects required for a bachelor thesis. 
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