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The thesis under evaluation here examines the dynamics of the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission (TRC), focusing on the interplay between white guilt and the pursuit of
reconciliation in South Africa. Building on a large body of literature and working with
extensive empirical data, the author investigates whether white guilt—both individually and
collectively—influenced the TRC’s operations and the quest for societal healing. Through a
combination of quantitative analysis of transcripts from Amnesty Hearings and the TRC Final
Report, along with more qualitative exploration, Jami Pick’s thesis highlights the presence
and implications of white guilt within this context.

The findings suggest several possibilities regarding the relationship between reconciliation
and white guilt in South Africa. First, there was a lack of white guilt due to disagreements



about the moral reprehensibility of apartheid, which hindered reparation and reconciliation.
Second, white guilt was present but masked by a refusal to accept responsibility and a
projection of victim status onto the perpetrator group by white South Africans, obstructing
meaningful change.

As | am convinced, this thesis does what a good undergraduate thesis ought to, expands on
an ongoing debate about the TRC’ achievements—but ultimately, also about its
shortcomings.
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