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Abstrakt

Tématem diplomové prace je pojeti dekadence z perspektivy dvou osobitych a znacné
kontroverznich mysliteli, Georgese Sorela (1847 — 1922) a Oswalda Spenglera (1880
—1936). Zatimco svérazny marxista Sorel, prosluly jako teoretik revolu¢niho
syndikalismu, byva dnes Casto charakterizovan jako jakysi intelektualni “kmotr”
fasismu, Oswald Spengler poslouZzil némeckému nacismu v lec¢ems jako vzor, ackoli
on sdm k nému m¢l vztah ptinejlepsSim ambivalentni.

Dekadentni charakter mysleni obou autort ndm vsak jasn€ ukazuje, Ze jejich napojeni
na krajni pravici neni pouhou shodou okolnosti. Sam Benito Mussolini se nechal
slySet, ze smyslenim dluZi Sorelovi vice nez Nietzschemu, pfi¢emz Oswald Spengler
se vyjadfoval o Sorelovi jako o jedném z mala socialistt, ktefi povaZovali “obranu
vlasti, rodiny a majetku” za “hlavni a nejuslechtilejsi ukol proletariatu”. Neni tedy
divu, Ze oba autofi vidéli v dekadenci neutuchajici nebezpeci. Téma upadku
spolec¢nosti a moralni regenerace tudiz predstavuje pro dilo Georgese Sorela 1
Oswalda Spenglera hlavni sty¢ny bod.

Prave tento sty¢ny bod je v moralnim i civilizaénim slova smyslu pro diplomovou
praci klicovym tématem. Srovnani Georgese Sorela a Oswalda Spenglera se zaklada
na analyze jejich pohledl na dekadenci, na pfi¢iny dekadence, jeji charakteristiky a
také na potencidlni vychodiska z ni. Tento rozbor se opird o ustfedni koncepty
mysleni zminénych autord, jakym je napiiklad u Oswalda Spenglera jeho
biologizujici, cyklické pojeti déjin a u Georgese Sorela jeho moralisticky nadhled na
spolecnost a vytrvalé hledani moznosti hnuti, které by bylo schopné tuto dekadenci

zvratit a spolecnost revitalizovat.
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Abstract

The theme of the diploma thesis is the concept of decadence as seen from the
perspective of two idiosyncratic and highly controversial thinkers, Georges Sorel
(1847-1922) and Oswald Spengler (1880-1936). While the peculiar Marxist Sorel,
famous for his contributions to the theory of revolutionary syndicalism, is today often

characterized as an intellectual "godfather" to fascism, Oswald Spengler did serve as a
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model for German Nazism in many ways, although his relationship to it was
ambivalent at best.

However, the decadent character of the thought of both authors clearly shows us that
their connection to the far right is not a mere coincidence. Benito Mussolini himself
was reported to have said that he owed more to Sorel in his thinking than he did to
Nietzsche, while Oswald Spengler referred to Sorel as one of the few socialists who
considered "the defence of the fatherland, family and property" to be "the main and
the most noble task of the proletariat". It is not surprising, then, that both authors saw
decadence as an incessant danger. The theme of social decay and moral regeneration
is thus a major point of convergence in the work of both Georges Sorel and Oswald
Spengler.

It is this point of convergence, in both a moral and civilizational sense, that is the key
theme for the thesis in terms of comparing the two authors. The comparison between
Georges Sorel and Oswald Spengler is based on an analysis of their views on
decadence, on the causes of decadence, on it’s characteristics and also on potential
ways of redemption from decadence. This analysis is based on the central concepts of
the thought of the aforementioned authors, such as Oswald Spengler's biologizing,
cyclical conception of history and Georges Sorel’s moralistic view of society and his
persistent search for the possibility of a movement capable of reversing this

decadence and revitalizing society.
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