
Abstract: The bachelor's thesis explores the representation of Yemenite identity in Israeli 

cinema across different historical periods. It focuses on how these representations reflected 

broader social and political changes in Israel. The thesis is theoretically based on postcolonial 

theory and  cultural studies, through applying textual and intertextual analyses based on the 

approaches of Ella Shohat and Yaron Shemer to six films about Yemeni Jews from the 1950s 

to the present. Key themes include the hybridization of film characters, the use of language, 

the representation of Yemeni customs and history, and the role of production in shaping film 

narratives. The work traces the transformation of stereotyped and exoticized characters into 

deeper and more complex protagonists. The result is a new perspective on the study of ethnic 

groups with cultural heritage in Israeli cinema and their impact on the contemporary 

understanding of Israeli society beyond the Ashkenazim/Mizrahim dichotomy. 

 

Keywords: Israeli cinema, Yemeni identity, Mizrahi Jews, postcolonial theory, minority 

representation in film 

 


