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Abstract

This study explores how the memory of Hiroshima is remembered in contemporary Japan and
what role it plays, focusing on official and unofficial commemoration cultures. Drawing on
the theories of public memory and collective victimhood, the research analyzes five addresses
at the Peace Memorial Ceremony by Japanese Prime Ministers from 2019 to 2022 as
examples of official commemoration and 35 film reviews in Japanese of the film
Oppenheimer in 2024 for unofficial commemoration by employing Discourse Analysis. The
findings reveal a strong inheritance of Hiroshima’s memory intertwined with national
identity, simultaneously highlighting differences between official and unofficial
commemoration cultures. Both official and unofficial discourse on Hiroshima emphasize
collective victimhood and pacifism, while the unofficial discourse also encompasses the
nuanced recognition of Japan’s perpetrator-hood, a perspective often overlooked in previous
studies. The findings offer a new perspective on the memory of Hiroshima, providing a more
complex and multi-layered understanding of Japan’s historical narrative and its implications
for peacebuilding. This analysis contributes to the understanding of Hiroshima’s role in
contemporary Japan and how the Japanese people perceive it, emphasizing the continued

importance of its memory in national identity and peacebuilding efforts.
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Abstrakt

Tato studie zkouma, jak jsou vzpominky na Hiro§imu v souasném Japonsku uchovavany a
jakou roli hraji, se zaméfenim na oficidlni a neoficidlni pfipominky. Na zaklad¢ teorii o
kolektivni paméti a kolektivni mentalité obéti vyzkum analyzoval pét projevii na Mirovém

ceremonidlu ve mésté HiroSima, které pronesli japonsti premiéfi v letech 2019 az 2022 jako



ptiklady oficidlnich pfipominek, a 35 japonskych recenzi filmu Oppenheimer z roku 2024
jako piiklady neoficidlnich pfipominek, a to pomoci diskurzivni analyzy. Zjisténi odhaluji
silné dédictvi vzpominek na HiroSimu, které je uzce spjato s narodni identitou, pfi¢emz
soucasn¢ zduraziuji rozdily mezi oficialnimi a neoficialnimi komentafi k paméatce HiroSimy.
Oba diskurzy, oficialni i neoficialni, zdlraziuji kolektivni vnimani jakoZzto obéti a pacifismus,
zatimco neoficialni diskurz také zahrnuje uznani japonské viny, coz je perspektiva ¢asto
opomijena v predchozich studiich. Zjisténi nabizeji novy pohled na vzpominky na HiroSimu,
na budovani miru. Tato analyza pfispiva k pochopeni role Hiro§imy v sou¢asném Japonsku a
toho, jak ji Japonci vnimaji, zdUraziujic trvaly vyznam téchto vzpominek v narodni identité a

usili o budovani miru.
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