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Abstract

During the Hong Kong democratic movement in 2019, the Donald Trump-supporting
phenomenon in the city was documented despite Trump’s controversial image and
skepticism from Western society. To better understand the phenomenon, this study aims to
research how Donald Trump was presented in the Hong Kong media during his Presidency
from 2017 to 2021 to lay down the foundation for future investigation by adopting a
qualitative content analysis of the reportage of three significant events by media in Hong
Kong with different political stances under framing theory. This study unveiled common
frames the media in Hong Kong applied to present Trump to their readers reinforcing his
businessman image and highlighting his use of ambiguous speech to assert influence.
Following the shift in the US-China relationship during Donald Trump’s term, changes in

the reporting from the Hong Kong media were located which matched the timeframe.

In the analysis of framings on Donald Trump, efforts by journalists in Hong Kong to frame
Trump and articulate the international news events to the local context were discussed, and
factors that could potentially influence the framings were examined. Following the recent
changes to Hong Kong’s semi-autonomous status after the enactment of the National
Security Law, the results of this study could be applied in future related studies on the

reportage of foreign politicians by the Hong Kong media.

Abstrakt

Bé&hem demokratického hnuti v Hongkongu v roce 2019 byl zaznamenan fenomén podpory
Donalda Trumpa, a to navzdory Trumpové kontroverznimu obrazu a skepsi ze strany
zapadni spolecnosti. Abychom lépe porozuméli tomuto fenoménu, tato studie si klade za cil
zkoumat, jak byl Donald Trump prezentovan v hongkongskych médiich béhem svého
prezidentského obdobi od roku 2017 do roku 2021, a polozit zaklady pro budouci vyzkum
prostfednictvim kvalitativni obsahové analyzy reportdzi tfi vyznamnych udélosti médii v
Hongkongu s riznymi politickymi postoji podle teorie rimcovani. Tato studie odhalila bézné
ramce, které hongkongska média pouzila k prezentaci Trumpa svym ctenariim k posileni
jeho obrazu byznysmena a zdaraznéni nejednoznacnych projevii k uplatnéni vlivu. V

navaznosti na zménu ve vztazich mezi USA a Cinou béhem Trumpova prezidentského



obdobi byly identifikovany zmény v reportdzich hongkongskych médii, které odpovidaly

¢asovému ramci.

V analyze ramcovani Donalda Trumpa byly diskutovany snahy hongkongskych novinaia
rdmovat Trumpa a prizpisobovat mezinidrodni udalosti mistnimu kontextu, a zkoumany
faktory, které by mohly potencialné ovlivnit rdimcovani. V navaznosti na nedavné zmény v
poloautonomnim statusu Hongkongu po piijeti zdkona o narodni bezpecnosti mohou byt
vysledky této studie vyuzity v budoucich souvisejicich studiich o reportazich zahrani¢nich

politikd hongkongskymi médii.
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The proposed thesis intends to fill the gap by conducting research on the portrayal of Trump’s

presidency in the city’s international news section, to be the first step in answering the question of what
and how the mass support for Trump, a foreign leader happened.

Expected theoretical framework (max. 1800 characters):

Framing theory will be applied to the proposed thesis to focus on the research of Trump and Hong Kong
print media coverage. The proposed thesis will apply the classic definition by Robert Entman describing
framing as the foundation. Framing according to Entman (1993), is a selection of some aspects of an
event as perceived reality and more salient, to “promote a particular problem definition, causal

interpretation, moral evaluation, and/or treatment recommendation for the item described.” (P.52). In
the work by Sintes-Olivella et al. on 2020 US election, framing let media be able to provide readers

“pattemns or blueprints designed to condition their assessment and interpretation of issues and people”
(P.65, 2022) and the way they interpret content.

The proposed research hopes to investigate Hong Kong media's portrayal of Donald Trump, an
influential figure in US-China relationship but distanced to the city. While framing enables journalists
to simplify a particular issue and turn the complex position into an easily absorbed message for

audiences (Isakhan et al., 2019), analyzing the text through the perspective of the frame would be a
good starting point in unveilin

g the positions of the media and observing the process of forming such
frames.

Apart from its weight in mass communication studies, D’Angelo and Kuypers have brought up an
observation that framing research mostly focuses on a specific issue or topic (2010), emphasizing on the
Trump as subject, and reviewing the sel

ected events with different issues across his presidency, could
bring additional value in the observation of the framing process.
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The proposed thesis will rely on content analysis to conduct the research on Donald Trump and media
coverage in Hong Kong. The research will employ a mixed-method approach, combining quantitative
content analysis and framing analysis, hoping the mixed methods can provide a comprehensive image.
News articles related to Donald Trump published by the selected media outlets will be located by
keywords such as “K7 %" (Donald Trump), “3 B (The US President) and “H S (White
House) for analysis.

Content analysis will make up a major part of this thesis. According to Krippendorff (2019), content
analysis is an unobtrusive technique that could handle data that existed before the research interest was
established and without the risk of interference. At the same time,

content analysis is “context sensitive
and therefore allows the researcher to process as data texts that are significant, meaningful, informative,
and even representational to others.” (Krippendorff, P.42) The proposed method of this thesis is to
locate whether there are frequently u

sed words, the number of reports on Trump, and 1o categorize them
as positive/negative/neutral,
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news outlets, it is expected to identify different patterns and be able to compare through time or across
the outlets.

By combining the findings from the two methods, the analysis section will examine what the frames are

of the selected three media and their effect on presenting Trump’s presidency. In the discussion section,
issues related to the context will be addressed in detail.

Expected rescarch design (data to be analyzed, for example, the titles of analyzed newspapers and
selected time period):

The research aims to cover the selected major events in Trump’s four-year presidency, including the
Sino-American (e.g., Trade War and microprocessors ban), US-Hong Kong relationship (e.g., 2019
mass protest, Sanctions on Hong Kong), diplomatic affairs (Trump meeting Kim Jong Un) and US

domestic events (¢.g., BLM movement, Jan 6 Capitol Riot) will be selected for a close review on the
text. The timeframe for selection covers one-week post-event.

The research intended to cover three Hong Kong media outlets across the political spectrum, from Pro-

Chinese to Pro-liberal media. Oriental Daily (77 H #), MingPao (FA#), and the now-closed Apple
Daily (&R H ).

The three selected are all legacy media and have/had physical print as well as been considered as
leaders of their respective sectors on the political spectrum in terms of readership and influence. With
Oriental Daily as the representative of the pro-Chinese camp given the ties of the owners and the CCP;
Mingpao is widely considered as on the middle of the political spectrum, pro-establishment leaning but

influential in the intellectuals circle based on the history; and Apple Daily as the standout pro-
democracy representative media.

Using the event of the Capitol riot on Jan 6, 2021, and its aftermath as an example, by searching the
keyword "Donald Trump" (in Chinese) during the one-week period from Jan 7 to 14th, Mingpao has 52
articles of which 28 are considered relevant in the initial search period.; Oriental Daily has 144 results

under the search setting as performed in Mingpao's own search engine, of which 58 are considered
relevant; and Apple Daily has 38 related articles

Based on the number above, the proposed research estimates 372 articles (28 for Mingpao + 38 for
Apple Daily +58 Oriental Daily x 3 selected events) will be included in the content analysis. For the
framing analysis, two different articles for each of the three dailies and each of the three events will be
selected which makes it 18 articles in total (2 X 3 x 3 = 18). The two different articles for each daily and
event should represent the scope, or variety, of framing within individual dailies for each event.

From the collected data, this research aims to identify in what ways the Donald Trump news is being
reported and o categorize the data into several areas, including whether the news article is positive,

negative, or neutral, and the attempt to locate possible “buzzwords” when the specific media is
reporting Trump.
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Introduction

Background

In the height of the 2019 massive democratic movement in Hong Kong, different foreign
media outlets observed that the Hong Kong people support of Donald J. Trump, the 45th
President of the United States of America (Davidson, 2020; Kuo, 2019; McLaughlin, 2020).
Despite Trump’s controversial image inside the US and created worries in the Western world
regarding his view on democracy and international values (Sintes-Olivella et al., 2022), or
seen as sending mixed signals on various global issues (Tao, 2017), protestors in Hong Kong
believed Trump was an ally to the democratic movement given his fierce response to the rise
of China in the post-2000s period (Tang, 2022). They extended the view into a US news
polling on the preference for the US Presidential election in 2020 (O'Connor, 2020), which

is a phenomenon worth noticing.

One explanation of the hype on Trump, according to Richardson, is that Hong Kong
protestors' attempted to “(form) alliances with powerful market actors” as a strategic choice
to arouse global awareness by utilizing Hong Kong’s connections to the world (Richardson,
2020, P.1). Following Richardson’s account, Hong Kong protestors’ support of a foreign
politician, namely Trump, could also be seen as a calculated option to fully utilize Hong
Kong’s “global connections with businesses, academics, and political figures” (2020, P.2).
However, the question of “Why” and “How” the support for Trump was formed in Hong

Kong is yet to be discussed thoroughly in an academic manner.

The research interest of Trump partially based on in his personal image or statements about
China or his relationship with Xi Jinping, the Chinese leader. Over four years with Trump
in the White House, the deterioration of Chinese-American relationship is described as
“traveling along a sharply downward slope” (Hass, 2020, P.14). It became notable since the
US imposed tariffs on a blanket of Chinese import products in 2018 under Trump’s trade
war agenda, leading to a widely accepted narrative of the Second Cold War (Schindler et al.,
2023) between the two nations. With the further Artificial Intelligence-related technology
ban, including the import of advanced microchips, the US formed a new diplomatic and
potential military alliance in the Indo-Pacific region with Australia, India, and Japan
(Quadrilateral Security Dialogue, QSD or QUAD), or China started to impose its influence
8



in the region through both soft and hard power on allies of the US. A more concrete case
would be the rise in awareness of the Tiktok influence, leading to a direct escalation of a
standoff between the two largest economies on the planet, thus a poorer image for both

countries in each other’s eyes (Fang et al., 2022).

The changing status of Hong Kong

Despite the once semi-autonomy status, highly correlated in the global financial markets,
and remain its independent membership status in International organizations such as the
World Trade Organization and the World Health Organization after the transition of power
in 1997, the Basic Law, a mini-constitution of the city, states Hong Kong has no control over
its diplomatic and defense affairs (Hong Kong Basic Law, 2024). Regarding the matter of
diplomacy, the often overlooked fact is that Hong Kong’s official attitude towards a foreign

nation could be affected if the concerned nation is involved in conflicts with China.

The change in the Sino-American relationship is not only relevant in the Hong Kong context
but valuable as the special status that allowed the city to maintain its global financial hub is
arguably given by the US through the US-Hong Kong Policy Act, passed in 1992 to ensure
the status-quo of Hong Kong. In section 5701 of the act, states “Hong Kong plays an
important role in today's regional and world economy. This role is reflected in strong
economic, cultural, and other ties with the United States that give the United States a strong
interest in the continued vitality, prosperity, and stability of Hong Kong” (US-Hong Kong
Policy Act, 1992) as the rationale to grant a legal standing to set apart from China after the
transfer of power. The first major impact observed on Hong Kong’s independent status in
trade is the Trump administration requires products from Hong Kong to add China in the

label in response to the new National Security Law (Bown, 2021).

Governments from the West displayed concerns, protestations, and condemns towards the
local authority when the city’s police force intensified the level of force in cracking down
on protests, followed by the use of emergency law to ban facial covering during the 2019
protest. With no backing down from then-Chief Executive Carrie Lam (Al Jazeera, 2019;
Cheung, 2019), the following reactions and measures by the US (Ching, 2019) and the
United Kingdom (UKFCO, 2019) escalated, with the discussion on sanctioning officials
involved in using violence on the people and threatening the special trade status. Despite the

9



condemnation of “interfering the Hong Kong affairs” by the Commissioner's Office of the
Chinese Foreign Ministry in Hong Kong (OCMFA, 2019), the official standpoint from the
US has often been seen as vital as protestors desperately trying to gain support including to
obtain reassurances for safety and freedom (Ruwitch & Pang, 2019; Wong, 2019) to actual
policy measures in punishing Hong Kong as well as Chinese officials by the US government
(Al Jazeera, 2019) for the goal of; as for the Hong Kong and Chinese government, every
policy move from the US on Hong Kong affects the confidence in business and commerce
sectors (Rachman, 2019; Sin & Jim, 2019; Hale, 2020). If all the power players were
involved, how Donald Trump would respond to the protestors’ plead, the Chinese warnings,
on the passing of the Hong Kong Act in Congress with bipartisan support, is decisive in

showing the US stance during the saga of the Hong Kong protest.

To articulate the context of Hong Kong and the background of the US and China relationship,
the path of the US-China relationship has gone downwards since Donald Trump announced
a series of tariffs on Chinese import goods in 2018 to tackle the trade imbalance between the
two nations and as a response to the discontent in domestic political theatre (Wang, 2019),
with both countries failed to find solutions on resolving trade, or international relation
scholars would describe as a result of direct competition. Under the backdrop of competition
between two major powers and escalation in the trade war, the mass democratic movement
of Hong Kong erupted in June 2019, which put the bilateral relationship to a low point.
Among the vocal support and diplomatic fights between the State Department and the
Chinese Foreign Ministry, the US Congress passed the Hong Kong Human Rights and
Democracy Act (Hong Kong Act) with support from both sides of the aisle in October and

November, which had drawn the mark for the period.

The enactment of the Hong Kong National Security Law

Since the implementation of the Hong Kong National Security Law (NSL) in June 2020,
journalism in the city has been under immense pressure as its foundation, the freedom of
speech, has also been curtailed (Toru, 2020). The process of democratic backsliding by
suppressing news media did not stop at the closure of liberal media and a steep drop in press
freedom ranking, which only covered the tip of the iceberg (Lee & Chan, 2023). Francis Lee
et al. (2023) also noticed the detrimental effect of media self-censorship on the journalist-
source relationship, as well as self-censorship decisions on an individual and organizational

10



level harming the ability of a media outlet to produce critical news. After the enactment of
the NSL in June 2020, the US passed the Hong Kong Autonomy Act (H.R.7440) with
unanimous support, and Trump issued Executive Order 13936 in response to Hong Kong’s
deteriorating autonomy from the People’s Republic of China by limiting independent
agreements and protections signed previous to 1997, which has been seen as the end of Hong

Kong’s special status (American Journal of International Law, 2021).

Apart from over 50 political parties, non-government organizations, and media outlets shut
down over the course of 24 months after the Chinese government enacted the NSL (Kwong
& Wong, 2023), the broadly defined nature of the law (Amnesty International, 2020) could
affect how a newsroom decides on presenting foreign government officials in order to
prevent violating the law, namely “provoking by unlawful means hatred among Hong Kong
residents towards the Central People’s Government or the Government of the Region, which
is likely to cause serious consequences.” (Article 29 Section 4, 2020). Luo Huining, the then-
highest-ranking Chinese official in Hong Kong, led the discourse in characterizing a broad
act as “intending to use Hong Kong as a pawn” (Jim, 2021). While Kwong and Wong's study
on international reportage on NSL demonstrated the difference between media in democratic
and authoritarian regimes, the tension between China and the West has become a new
battleground between the law and Hong Kong itself (Kwong & Wong, 2023, P. 335). In the
meantime, how Hong Kong media reported Trump and the US administration after the NSL

went into power, is an area of interest.

The research purpose

In Donald Trump’s case, the fierce impression of Trump as the representative of going
against the PRC as portrayed in the media (Liu, 2023) was not the only reason that made
him a subject of interest for this research. The duration for the 45th US Presidency from
2017 to 2021 January 20 overlapped with the enactment of NSL, which provided an

opportunity to observe and compare how the media change their reportage of Trump.

This research has looked into three significant events’ reportage covering the length of
Trump’s Presidency through the framing theory. By adopting a qualitative approach for an
in-depth analysis of the texts, alongside the developments of the US-China diplomatic
relationship during Trump’s term, in hopes to answer the following research questions.

11



Main Research Questions:
1. In what ways is the print media in Hong Kong framing Donald Trump’s presidency
by reportage?

2. Does the factor of the political stance of the media affect the framing of Trump?

By laying down the groundwork to articulate the relationship between Trump and Hong
Kong, this study reviewed the news coverage during Trump’s 4-year presidency and
analyzed as the first step for future investigations on the matter. It hopes to provide a better
understanding of how the media portrayal of Trump created the perceptions of their

respective readership.
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1. Theoretical Framework: Framing Theory

The study on the reportage of Trump’s presidency in Hong Kong media news is conducted
under the framing theory. According to Goffman (1974), the pioneer of framing analysis in
the field of communication science, frames may be understood as ‘schemata interpretations’
that equip people with the ability to identify and categorize events, issues, topics, and actors.
In Robert Entman’s accounts, the definition of framing is a selection process of some aspects
of an event as perceived reality and more salient, to “promote a particular problem definition,
causal interpretation, moral evaluation, and/or treatment recommendation for the item

described.” (P.52).

Since its emergence in the field of communication studies, framing theory has gained
significance among researchers, given its value in bridging different areas such as empirical
and interpretive research, to its potential to “open up questions that were not on the table
before.” (Reese, 2007, P.147) in connection to the broader social context with the
observations. Another feature of frames, as Gamson and Modigliani (1989) refer to as
‘interpretative packages’, can process new content under the structure formed. In exploring
the relationship between the issue, subject to the context, frames could display a broader
pattern in an organized and structured way (Reese, 2007), hence suitable for empirical

analysis to articulate with the social context.

The framing process, the formation of frames, the question of what to include and what not,
and such are always part of the challenges in answering the external and internal concerns
and criticism of the theory. Paul D’ Angelo and Jim Kuypers further explained that framing
also affects journalists as it makes the information interesting and palatable to communicate
information to the wider public, and “inevitably adding or even superimposing their own
frames in the process” (2010, P.1), which posed the notion that frames involved human factor,
and more importantly to evaluate the process journalists “construct reality and how to

construct reality” (D’Angelo, 2009, 361).

In de Vreese’s (2009) account of explaining the journalistic news frames, the dynamics
between journalists and frames, other than journalists are not passive recipients of the
framing process, the selection of topics and subjects can have an alternative way to define

issues, thus a frame for emphasis. A frame can be viewed as an “organizing principle” by
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journalists. Before asserting that framing from the news is to manipulate the audience, Chong
and Druckman noted that the other neutral possibility of framing is “a learning process in
which people acquire common beliefs, as in the coordination of people around a social norm.”

(Chong & Druckman, 2007, P.120)

Scholars have come up with different methods to identify frames, which certain elements or
frame devices stand out from the factual content in a news story. In Entman’s terms, the text
“thematically reinforcing clusters of facts or judgments” (1993, P.52) by the appearance or
absence of certain keywords, stock phrases, expressions or so. To better organize framing
devices, James Tankard suggested a list of 11 mechanisms to identify and measure frames,
which include headlines; subheads; photos; photo captions; Leads; source selection; quotes
selection; pull quotes; Logos; statistics, and charts, and concluding statements and

paragraphs. (Tankard, 2001)

In the study on US media coverage of social protests during Trump’s presidency, Ophir et
al. noticed the issue of simplifying the idea of frame package to frames by researchers in
which the approach would neglect the modular nature of the package (2023). Compared to
the deductive strategy in framing analysis based on the top-down direction of predefined,
theoretically-based, and limited sets of frames (Ophir et al., 2023), scholars have also called
on shifting to or applying an inductive approach in the process, which involves redefining
the frames from data (Van Gorp, 2010; D’Angelo & Kuypers, 2010), to avoid stereotypes

and overlooking in the analysis.

1.1 Framing of Trump

Donald Trump became the person of interest in this study, associated with reportage in Hong
Kong, one of the reasons goes along with his flamboyant, controversial imagery presented
to the world. In Venizelos’s account, Trump’s performance in his rhetoric and gestures has
“played a critical role in transgressing the hegemonic socio-political norms. His style
energized those who felt abandoned by the political elites.” (2023, P.653), as well as been
seen from an entertainment perspective given his showman background before going into
politics (P.655, 2023). Moreover, Trump proactively framed the media as a threat (Etholm,
2022) instead of the other way around when referring to Trump’s attack on the press as

crossing the red line by Marvin Kalb (2018).
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When compared to the United States where Trump versus his opponents or mainstream
media in some cases, with the Chinese factor in the Hong Kong context, the pan-democratic
camp supporters and protestors in Hong Kong were seen as allies with Trump (McLaughlin
& Quackenbush, 2019), combining with his incoherent rhetoric in the same issue, for
instance, the Hong Kong protest in 2019, by how to address the events (Liu & Riordan, 2019;
King, 2019), or the confusing response from the White House (Walcott, 2019) on reacting
to the situation, made the study of his reportage from the city more valuable as the
complexity grew and applicable for further examination under a different context outside the

US.

In the US media’s reportage, Trump has been characterized as incoherent for following his
own words and indicating policy direction (Washington Post, 2016) and as a tempered,
unpredictable personality (Turner & Kaarbo, 2021), a negative depiction in general. In
studies of framing analysis on Trump in other parts of the world, a similar portrayal of the
45th US President was found in the opinion sections of European newspapers (Sintes-
Olivella et al., 2022). In the study of framing Trump during the 2016 election by Arab News,
the leading State-backed English newspaper in Saudi Arabia, despite the threat of eroding
democracy and xenophobia was mentioned, Trump has sometimes received more positive
coverage because his conservative agenda such as isolationism and anti-abortion was
preferred by the Arabs than his opponent, Hillary Clinton (Isakhan et al., 2019). Such an
experience of an illiberal state could be useful to evaluate a similar scenario of the Chinese

influence in Hong Kong media.

Such a description of Trump does not fit fully in academics’ eyes. In Zha’s commentary on
the US-China policy under Trump (2017) and Wang’s account of analyzing the Trump
administration's trade policy, scholars have indicated continuity in the bilateral or foreign
policy in general from the Trump administration despite the hard-to-predict gestures by the
man, given the domestic factor such as pressure from interest groups and Democrats, the
opponent in different levels (Wang, 2019). However, Trump’s fiery tweets and sudden

moves often captured most public attention (Turner & Kaarbo, 2021).
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The related studies are widely available and versatile in other contexts for research applying
framing analysis on Trump and his administration as the subject. Under the US alone, from
issue-specific studies as diplomacy with North Korea under Trump (Labbe & Park, 2023),
the death penalty (Baranauskas, 2023), or racism (Kang & Yang, 2022), as well as
discussions related to social media. While outside the States, academic studies on Trump's
reportage in the news of foreign nations have also been reviewed. (Isakhan et al., 2019; Liu,
2023; Sintes-Olivella et al., 2022) The said examples covered different areas and provided
references in ways to put frames on the subject. Another notable interested party would be
China, while related studies on Trump's reportage were also conducted to identify the state
media’s framing strategy against their paramount adversary. (Liu, 2023; Pan et al., 2020)
and comparative study of Hong Kong and US media on a specific issue (i.e. Al leadership)
between the two nations’ competition (Nguyen & Hekman, 2022). However, the step to
relate the context of Hong Kong to the so-called big picture is yet to be taken, regardless of

the close distance between the city and China.

1.2 Inspiration for the the research

In Reese’s words, “Frames are organizing principles that are socially shared and persistent
over time, that work symbolically to meaningfully structure the social world.” (2007, P.11).
With the emphasis on social, it carries the ability to respond and react to the context that the
news is produced and to its recipients. In this study, the capability of framing to enclose the
frames from news texts for analysis and the Hong Kong background could enhance the

explanation of the findings.

Framing analysis is no stranger to Hong Kong media studies, from issue-led framings, such
as reportage on refugees (Ng et al., 2023), and public finance (Tang, 2017), to time-specific
major political incidents, notably media reportage on the anti-ELAB protests in 2019 (Li et
al., 2023) and the previous mass democratic movement in 2014 (Feng, 2017) and how the
outside frames China under the implementation of NSL in Hong Kong (Kwong & Wong,
2023). The studies utilizing framing analysis in Hong Kong fall under the categorization of
episodic and thematic framing by Iyengar (1991), which often incorporated a horizontal
approach regarding different media outlets' reporting. Nonetheless, the discussion to address
the approaches and effects of reporting on a foreign world leader by Hong Kong media is
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yet to be seen academically, therefore offering a new ground for further investigation as well

as discussion on the factors that led to the formation of such frames.

To relate Trump and Hong Kong, the characteristics of framing theory, in Chong and
Druckman’s words, is “an issue can be viewed from a variety of perspectives and be
construed as having implications for multiple values or considerations” (2007, P.104) could
provide sufficient room for examining the relationship between the media in Hong Kong and
a foreign politician as a subject. This attempt to use a Western political figure as the subject
in investigating reportage through a framing approach does not stop at a mere review, as it

could act as the foundation for future studies on the association of Trump and Hong Kong.

2. Methodology and Research Design

The research adopted a qualitative approach in analyzing the findings, hoping the framing
analysis can provide an answer to the research question that in what ways the Hong Kong

print media reported Trump during his presidency through frames.

The research aims to cover three selected major events in Trump’s four-year presidency,
including Trump’s State Visit in November 2017 as the first act of Sino-American
diplomacy during the 45th presidency era; the signing of the Hong Kong Human Rights
and Democracy Act (Hong Kong Act) in mid-November 2019 during the height of the
mass democratic movement as the representative event for US-Hong Kong-China
relationship; and lastly, the Capitol Riot on Jan 6th, 2021 as the final major news event
happened in Trump’s term, are selected for a more detailed review on the text. The
rationale for selecting different news events in a spread timeline, when compared to studies
that focus on a single continuous event or a specific period, is to examine any notable

changes in framing throughout Trump’s presidency.

The timeframe for selection covers one week plus 1-day post-event to cover the initial
response and aftermath. The basis for the flexibility in the timeframe is based on the time
zone difference between the US Eastern Time and Hong Kong. Because of printing and
editing reasons, events that happened in Eastern Time afternoon might only be able to be
covered on the next day, therefore the published date in Hong Kong could be 2 days post-
event. An exception to the set timeframe in one of the selected events is passing the Hong
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Kong Act in 2019. The articles included in this research are from the 19th to the end of
November. The reason behind such a decision is that the Senate passed its version of the
bill (November 19) to Trump signing it (Nov 27) had lasted for more than a week. The

extension better captures the response from concerned parties.

The rationale for selecting specific events is based on keeping the research controllable as
the time constraint and considering the total amount of text, meanwhile guided by the
research question for content analysis. The mentioned three events covered the beginning
and end of Trump’s term and were associated with developing political and diplomatic

incidents between China, Hong Kong, and America.

Before selecting content for framing analysis and examining its effect or attempting to
depict a trend in news, Chong and Druckman identified a three-step approach, which was
commonly observed in studies that applied framing analysis. First is to identify the issue
before going to search for a frame; Second is to isolate a specific attitude of the issue;
Third is to identify the frames from related sources such as past studies. (Chong &

Druckman, 2007)

This research selected the issue, subject, and events based on seeking a comparison of
reports on Donald Trump between different newspapers in Hong Kong under the backdrop
of political development in Hong Kong, China, and the US. The assumption of the
attitudes observed in these frames is associated with the development of changes in the

bilateral relation.

The research included three Hong Kong media outlets across the political spectrum, from
Pro-Chinese/government, professional and liberal-leaning to Pro-liberal media, Oriental

Daily (3877 H #), Ming Pao (BH#), and the now-closed Apple Daily (F&E5 H )
accordingly (Lee & Chan, 2018). The three selected are legacy media and have/had a

physical print in Hong Kong and had been considered leaders of their respective sectors on
the political spectrum regarding readership and influence (Gao & Feng, 2023) with
Oriental Daily as the representative of the pro-Chinese camp given the ties of the owners
and the CCP (Wong, 2018); Ming Pao is widely considered as in the middle of the political

spectrum, pro-establishment leaning but influential in the intellectuals’ circle based on the
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history; and Apple Daily as the standout pro-democracy representative media with strong

criticism towards the administration (Lee, 2015).

A similar selection of newspapers can be found in a Hong Kong study on media coverage
of the Occupy Central Movement (also known as the Umbrella Movement) in 2014 (Feng,
2017). The major difference between this study and Feng’s categorization is that it is up for
debate whether the pro-Beijing papers, such as Oriental Daily and traditional Beijing-leftist
such as state-owned papers Ta Kung Pao and Wen Hui Pao (the two papers are under the
same parent company now) have much difference when it comes to China-related issues,
for instance, the Sino-American diplomacy. The reason for opting out of the Chinese state-

owned papers in this research is their limited readership compared to the Oriental Daily.

In the framing analysis, two articles for each of the three dailies and each of the three
events were selected, making it 18 articles in total (2 x 3 x 3 = 18). The two articles for
each daily and each event should represent the scope, or variety, of framing within
individual dailies for each event. The criteria for selection is that such piece article is the
headline of the international section, on the front page as it is common practice in Hong
Kong to put major international issues to the main headline, as well as editorial to represent
the significance, columns are excluded in framing analysis stage as the stance between

columnists and the editorial board could vary much.

The data collection process is to select three major events during Trump’s presidency and
to include the coverage one week from the event. News articles related to Donald Trump

published by the selected media outlets are located by keywords such as “45EH” (Donald
Trump), “ZEEK444%” (The US President), and “H =" (White House), additionally with the

event-related terms to prevent missing pieces.

The software WisersOne (previously known as Wise Search) by Wisenews (Ef}HZE) is

employed in the data collection process. The software is widely adopted in Hong Kong
media-related research in the field of academia (Fong, 2017; Lin et al., 2022; Chen & Zhu,
2023) and is widely used in Hong Kong newsrooms. Nevertheless, due to the closure and

effect from NSL, content from Apple Daily is no longer available on WisersOne. This part
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of the data collection was conducted on the online open-source archive [&][E&

(https://collection.news) to fill in the blanks from WisersOne.

Since the lack of an advanced-level search engine from the archive collection.news due to
security and funding issues (collection.news), the data collection for Apple Daily articles in
the selected time period was performed manually and by going through the articles of the
day. The potential of such a screening procedure is missing out on event-related news,
therefore the initial search on Apple Daily’s reportage had included every piece of news
article with the word Trump before a secondary screening. Through a two-stage screening,
the final set of data collected from Apple Daily contained indirectly event-related articles

and from different segments than International News or front-page sections.

One key challenge to the framing analysis and the theory behind is the subjectivity in the
process. Journalists are “in the middle of this dynamic process of meaning construction in
that they present additional layers of interpretation of issues and events in the form of a
news story.” (Van Gorp, 2010, P.84) To highlight the issue of subjectivity in framing, Van
Gorp stated that “(journalists) cannot tell stories effectively without preconceived notions
about how to order story elements and about what meanings they could or should impose
upon those story elements.” (2010, P.84) Researchers have performed computational
studies regarding framing analysis, partly to address the issue (Kang & Yang, 2022; Ophir
et al., 2023). However, apart from employing a machine-directed, exact terminology
approach in the coding process for frame finding, Chong and Druckman argued that a
benefit of manual coding is to “provide greater flexibility” with the possibility to locate a

new frame in some cases. (Chong & Druckman, 2007, P.108)

Whilst framing has long been applied in the analysis of news events concerning the
cultural context to articulate the details, Paul D’ Angelo reminded scholars and researchers
that the process of framing, is a meaning-producing process, as it constructs “meanings of
seemingly isolated incidents and events” (2010, P.358). In Van Gorp and other researchers'
approach, applying computational and quantitative methods in the analysis could to a
certain extent omit the subjectivity in identifying the frames, but Van Gorp also admitted it

is inevitable to involve subjectivity as “the linkage between the explicit elements of the
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news text and the central framing idea, which is part of a larger cultural level, requires

some interpretation by the person who is doing the analysis” (Van Gorp, 2010, P.90).

By employing a framing analysis of three separate events throughout Trump’s term from
2017 to 2021, it aims to locate frames in the reportage from the three print media in Hong
Kong with different political stances and to examine the difference in reporting between
the media, from whether the news outlet chose a frame differed from the rest when
reporting the same event, or the papers employed the same frame but with emphasis
beyond. The qualitative approach hopes to provide an in-depth understanding of the

relationship between the reportage and the Hong Kong context.

3. Framing 1 during the State Visit in 2017: Businessman only?

Under the discussion of news frames, Nisbet suggested that such frames work by
“connecting the mental dots for the public” to suggest a connection between two concepts
or issues. Audiences would accept or at least be aware of the connection since exposing to
the framed message. (2010, P.45) To interpret the frames discovered in the reportage of
Trump’s presidency, it can provide us insights into what messages of Trump have been
framed into the reports to deliver to the readers, before answering the questions on whether
the political stance of a Hong Kong paper affects the representation of a foreign politician,

in this study, Donald Trump.

The first event for analysis, the State Visit to China in November 2017, during Trump’s first
Asian trip since his Presidency, represented the beginning of shaping foreign relations policy
in his term. The first State Visit to China has come under several backdrops, surrounding the
North Korean crisis with conducting UN-sanctioned long-range missile and nuclear tests the
same year and the APEC summit in Vietnam on how Trump handles the Indo-Pacific matter.
Nonetheless, global and Hong Kong media focused on Trump's response to the “State Visit
Plus” invitation by Beijing following Xi Jinping’s State Visit to the US earlier in the same
year, as the two nations were getting into more fierce competition in securing regional and

global leadership, highlighted by the issue of trade.
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Before separating the six articles during the 2017 State Visit for further analysis, in this series
of reports, one element had been brought up by all three media and shown in the headlines,
which was 2 trillion dollars (in HKD, 253.5 Billion in USD), the amount of the trade and
investment deals both nations signed during the visit. This side of the portrayal from the
news reports associated Trump with dealmaking and a large sum of money is aligned with
the businessman image which the media characterized and upheld by himself (Parloff &
Tully, 2016). Throughout the selected texts, the association of Trump and business aligns
with the reportage before he took office, including the positive signals sent by China and the
US officials on improving the bilateral relationship, along with Trump thanking China for

the hospitality.

In Apple Daily’s reporting, the first half heading of the November 10 article “ZE#¥ 2 # &
Ze 7 ERoE 22> (Emperor Xi throws 2 Trillion blanks to the US) stated clearly with the
notion “7E 7 (Emperor Xi) and mentioned in the lede how the Chinese leader to take the

opportunity to roleplay as the Emperor during Trump’s State Visit, to underscore the lack of
democracy in China and indicate how the trade issue foreshadowed other universal values
the US leaders upheld before. In the last part of the text, Apple Daily included reports from
Bloomberg News pointing out that among the series of deals signed, many of those are only
a memorandum of understanding (MOU), hence the 2 Trillion from Xi are blanks as the

heading suggested.

In comparison to the “blanks” description from Apple Daily, the articles by Oriental Daily
and Ming Pao published on the same day recapturing the visit, sizable lengths to quote Xi
and emphasize the significance of the deals signed and their mutually beneficial effect on
the US-China relationship, contrary to Apple Daily. The coverage of Trump himselfis much
related to his satisfaction with the deals, thanking Xi for a remarkable trip and notably
downplaying the trade deficit problem, as he mentioned numerous times before the Asian

trip.
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3.1 Findings: Other than businessman

Despite the difference in recapturing the deals, the emphasis on the business-minded, deal-
making first behavior of Trump from all three media indicated the businessman image of
Donald Trump is what intended to show to the readers. Before concluding the reportage as

a businessman frame, other elements that stood out should also be evaluated.

In the report on the main event on November 9, 2017, Trump addressed the press about the
trade deficit with China, which was 338.6 Billion USD per year on average from 2012 to
2016 (US Census Bureau). Trump replied that although the one-sided trade remained unfair,
he did not blame China for the situation, he blamed his predecessors instead. All three media
included the “no-blame China” quote in the reports after the two nations reached an
agreement, with Apple Daily and Ming Pao putting the “I don’t blame China” in the
headlines. However, when readers put the headlines from two consecutive days together
(Table 3.1.1), the comparison suggests Trump as just a businessman was not the only frame

in the reports as the papers highlighting the capricious speech of Trump.

Table 3.1.1: Headline and English Translations of Apple Daily and Ming Pao

November 10 November 11
Apple | 37 ) B{EZERIRTEEE RERZEOE EEBEER
Daily
SR BT EARDE SHRERESL BRERE : 2IK(E
Emperor Xi throws 2 Trillion blanks | &y 3 &
to the US

Trump U-turn and to stop China from
taking advantage Vows America First
Xi responded: Globalization is
irreversible

Trump: I Don’t Blame China for
trade deficits
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f:ﬁng PERR] 2 BREBHR APEC /&= F=A[E)HE
ao
FEREHESPEAR TEHHEA | BRFRNTS HBE . ARG

R PE EE

China and the US signed 2 Trillion | China and the US offered different
dollars trade deal messages in APEC

Trump claimed unfair trade “but I | Xi stressed on open market Trump: no
don’t blame China” more taking advantage of US

*Bolded words in the headline to indicate the shift of attitude by Trump

Donald Trump has been depicted as self-contradicting by the US media before, during, and
after his Presidency (Cathey, 2020; Fung, 2023; Kruse & Weiland, 2016; Superville, 2018).
Among the three media outlets in this research, Apple Daily and Ming Pao have underlined
such portrayal in their reports, while Oriental Daily did not mention it in the same series of
reports. During the APEC summit in Vietnam on November 10, Trump made his America
First speech and exhibited a tough stance on countries that refused to open the market.
Though without literally targeting a specific country, it has been interpreted by the press as
Trump was targeting China, conflicting with the no-blame narrative he made one day ago.
Both Apple Daily and Ming Pao once again put the soundbite in the headline (see table 3.1.1),
underlining the self-contradictory characteristic of Trump for the readers by the headline

alone.

The traces of Apple Daily and Ming Pao framing Trump into a self-contradictory persona
did not only appear in the headlines. In Apple Daily’s November 10 article, the reaction from
the reporters on the scene was captured as “43 B 5k 55 th 8 5 0 75 R B T S K T R AE
HO A (FE B EEES” (the reporters were astounded when Trump did not blame Xi

for the deficit, instead to reprimand his own) as another detail to support the claim. In the
same paragraph, followed by another quote of Trump saying he believes China and the US
will solve the imbalance of trade in the foreseeable future, Apple Daily added another line,
which is not found in the other two media, by referring to a comment made by Rex Tillerson,
the then US Secretary of State, indicating there is little progress made to reduce the 300
Billion USD deficit, conflicting to Trump’s claim. The effect of including such details is that

it created an impression of a lack of steadiness in Trump.
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In the next report on November 11, Apple Daily stressed how Trump returned to his previous
tough rhetoric against China’s trade practices in the report, which includes his criticism of
countries for not opening markets, taking advantage of the trade with the US, intellectual
property theft, and long-term unfair trade practices. The article specifically mentioned
Trump’s “I don’t blame China” claim a day ago and put it into the same paragraph, which
could leave an impression for the readers to compare the sharp turn of rhetoric by the US
President when commenting on a serious international issue, therefore possibly enhancing

the unpredictable personality when presenting Trump, thus making a negative perception.

While Apple Daily’s report on the APEC summit was focused on Trump, Ming Pao’s report
on the same event took a different approach, and a different effect in framing Trump’s speech
and actions to the frame. Half of the content from the article was about Xi Jinping addressing
the value of globalization and cooperation. In contrast, Trump’s claims and complaints have
become less significant. In Ming Pao’s November 11 report, it has also included a detail in
profiling the summit. After quoting the speech surrounding unfair trade and America First,

Ming Pao put in a sentence, sourced from the Financial Times, “ { &gllFE; ) FEEERER
Kz [EHEIEE YK o~ describing the cold reactions during the speech to indicate the
unwelcoming attitude of Trump from the attendees. The approach is similar to the Apple

Daily November 10 article, achieving a similar effect in creating a negative perception of

Trump’s behavior that was not welcomed by the rest.

3.2 Analysis: The exception

Contrary to the negative perception of Trump from Apple Daily and Ming Pao, the two
sample texts from the Oriental Daily, dated differently from the other two papers (November
9th and 10th; Apple Daily and Ming Pao from 10th and 11th), the focus more resided on the

success of making deals with China, showing a different image of Trump in the reportage.

From the headlines (see Table 3.2.1), the message emphasized the merits brought by the
meeting between the leaders of China and the US. Instead of putting the “I don’t blame
China” to the November 10 headline, Oriental Daily chose to include the soundbite in the
text, alongside other parts of Trump’s speech at the press conference, citing “Who can blame
a country for being able to take advantage of another country for the benefit of its citizens, I

give China great credits.” By downplaying the contradiction and competition between China
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and the US, the cooperation in trade and other sectors from both nations stood out instead.
In the subheading of the related paragraph of the quote, Oriental Daily stressed Trump’s
criticism of the previous administrations for the US trade deficit, which further enhanced the

Xi-Trump meeting in a tone of positivity.

Table 3.2.1: Headlines of Oriental Daily regarding the State Visit

November 9 November 10
Oriental | s GB35 RI3R14 P 2 BEADHE
Daily
M EES RS REIRRE | BRFEEIRR REE
State Visit + Standard China-US signs 2 Trillion dollars
Xi meets Trump at the National trade deals
Palace for a win-win Xi-Trump meeting results fruitful
and creates a future

The positive portrayal of Trump from Oriental compared to Ming Pao and Apple Daily, for
making trade deals happen and vowing to improve the bilateral relationship did not only
appear after the two leaders witnessed the 2 Trillion dollar deals signed. In the preview
reporting of Trump’s State Visit on November 9, Oriental Daily headlined “Win-Win” to set
the tone for the State Visit of Trump, as an event of partnership for both the US and China.
The headline for November 10th once again emphasized the fruitful results of the meeting
between the two leaders. When reviewing the headlines, Oriental Daily has constructed a
perception of mutual benefit and cooperation from the State Visit, and Trump is willing to

work with Xi.

Through bypassing the possible message-distracting soundbite (i.e. I don’t blame China),
Oriental Daily has portrayed Trump during the State Visit as a partner with goodwill to China,
which stood out from the other media in this study. Oriental Daily has facilitated the
businessman frame of Trump in its reportage. Before confirming the 2 Trillion dollar price
tag from the deals signed after the Xi and Trump meeting, the Oriental Daily report on
November 9 called the entourage filled with corporate leaders “Z% %t i 1% [ (luxury

business tour group) to characterize the State Visit as trade leaning.
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The same report incorporated sources from Chinese officials and quoted then-US Secretary
of Commerce Wilbur Ross to build up the momentum for increasing the size of deals made
during the stay in Beijing, suggesting a correlation with the level of success from this visit
by Trump. In both reports of Oriental Daily, other possible sidetracking issues, such as the
North Korean nuclear crisis, or comments on the details of the deals signed were not found.

Instead, adjectives like “Z535” (miracle) and “JF& 5214 (historical) to describe the size of the

deals were located. The Oriental Daily reporting further concretes the frame on Trump as a
businessman but also prevents the possible derailment by the readers from solely receiving

the fruitful and productive results from this State Visit.

3.3 Summarizing the located frames in the 2017 State Visit

To summarize the reportage on Trump’s first State Visit to China, all three media outlets in
this study employed a businessman perspective when framing Trump. The perception of
looking for a monetary gain from Trump is repeated and enforced by emphasizing the total
amount of trade deals and the satisfied reaction from Trump and describing the visit as trade-
oriented. As Entman summarized the effect of frames as highlighting “some bits of
information about an item that is the subject of a communication, thereby elevating them in
salience, as the more noticeable, meaningful, or memorable to the audience.” (1993, P.53)

From the businessman image onwards, the three outlets differed.

Apple Daily and Ming Pao framed Trump's reaction in going against the previous US
administration as similar to having a desire for money attitude and contrasted it with a U-
turn in APEC the next day, to highlight the self-contradictory, hard-to-predict character
by putting up the relevant soundbites at the headings; Oriental Daily while has included the
same soundbite, but opted a different approach by blending into the text only to avoid readers
shifted their attention, and instead focusing the interaction between the US and China as a

success for Beijing and Xi.

The difference in framing Trump observed during the State Visit has separated the three
media in this study into two parties, while the liberal-leaning papers highlighted the self-
contradictory details of Trump during his Asian trip, Oriental Daily, the pro-establishment
outlet chose to downplay the same element thus delivered a different message in the

reportage. In response to the research question of whether the political stance of the media
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will affect framing, the noticeable distinction from Oriental Daily indicated the necessity of

further examination.
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4. Framing 2 in passing the Hong Kong Act 2019: a friend or enemy?

The second event chosen for analysis in this study is the passing and signing of Hong Kong
Act in Nov 2019. Amid the height of the democratic movement in Hong Kong, Donald
Trump after the defeat in the midterm election in 2018, and the worsening bilateral
relationship between the US and China, it is expected the framing of Donald Trump would

have some changes from the media outlets in Hong Kong.

In the analysis of Trump's reportage during the 2017 State Visit, the businessman frame and
self-contradictory frame were observed. To analyze the framing of Trump during the series
of events related to the enactment of the Hong Kong Act 2019, the following analysis will
first compare the text headlines (Table 4.1.1) selected among the three media, as the starting

point to understand the editorial direction from the outlets before analyzing the texts in depth.

By putting the reporting of Trump signing the bill (November 29) side by side, the title by
Apple Daily differed from the other two, as the pro-liberal media emphasized the possible
consequences to the Hong Kong Police Force after the Hong Kong Act went into force in

the headline. In “Trump signs Hong Kong Act, Black cops cannot escape sanctions”,

police force by activists and later the democratic camp supporters), which suggested Apple

Daily’s stance in supporting or sympathizing the protestors.

The Apple Daily November 29 headline itself did not provide any correlation that Trump to
sanction the city’s police force, however, by putting the subject and object in the same
sentence, the connotation that Trump plays a significant role in the possible sanctions is
created, despite Trump being silent on the bill for a lengthy period (Flatley & Dorning, 2019),
also given that the bill received a supermajority in both House of Representatives and Senate,

which carried over two-thirds support to override any potential veto by the President.
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Table 4.1.1

(BBARER) mESEH
BE S

X1 hopes for mutual respect
China will refute the US
fearlessly

Hong Kong Act became

Trump’s chip in the trade deal
(November 23)

Apple RS  FEEIEEAR |RHEREARE REHUATH
Dail
sty * Trump signs Hong Kong Act
Trump: T hope to see Hong Black cops cannot escape sanctions
(November 29)
Kong have democracy
(November 27)
Ming Pao | s pB e R AR A R SR8 | BB S IERIP BB SN STHE S
RAEE R WEITER T EE .
Trump claimed persuaded Xi KRR S A KEE SR E T
tt dt to H
III((Z)nO SEnE Iroops 1o Hong Trump signs Hong Kong Act
& Claimed some articles obstruct
Matthew Cheung refused to .. . o
Administrative power, left questions in
comment execution
(November 24) .
Beijing urged not to implement
ovember
(N ber 29
Oriental | WFFHTLHE PHME | HEBREY LREE  BRES
Daily
[z =5 FTEIARE—E BRR R OB

Devious Act to Hurt Hong Kong
Beijing blasts for consequences
Trump signed the act and made trade
talks in jeopardy

(November 29)

It is insufficient to support the claim that Apple Daily portrayed Trump as standing with the
Hong Kong protestors by a single headline, but by putting the other selected text from Apple
Daily on November 27th, titled “Trump: I hope to see Hong Kong has democracy”,
be interpreted from the headlines that Apple Daily has framed Trump as empathetic, if not

supportive towards the Hong Kong democratic movement.
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Social context played a crucial role in framing, as journalists to package the event (de Vreese,
2005). By referring to the sentiment during the democratic movement, the idea of “Trump is
on our side” among protestors (Cherney, 2019; France 24, 2019) is well documented. In
reviewing the two headlines from Apple Daily, the idea that the paper has depicted Trump
as a friend to the protestors image to its readers, which stood out from the other two papers.
To draw the comparison, Ming Pao, the liberal-leaning paper, had a different editorial

direction as observed in the headlines.

In the November 29 report of Trump's signing of the Hong Kong Act, Ming Pao highlighted
the “tail” left by Trump in the headline, as the President claimed some articles in the Act
would hinder his presidential power in diplomacy. The emphasis of hesitation from Trump
lowered the expectation that he would enforce the Act and sanction Hong Kong officials and
police commanders in full force. In the report on November 24, Ming Pao quoted Trump
claiming to the public that he persuaded Xi not to send troops to Hong Kong to suppress the
escalating protests, followed by a no-comment response from Matthew Cheung, the then-
number two of the Hong Kong Government. This marked the first difference between Ming
Pao and Apple Daily in the Hong Kong Act reportage, while Apple Daily presented a
protestors-friendly message in the headlines, Ming Pao showcased a mixed signal of Trump

in response to the Hong Kong situation, meanwhile stressing Trump’s personal role in it.

Regardless of Trump’s credibility of his persuasion to not send troops claim, from Ming
Pao’s headlines, the depiction of Trump in this series of events was more focused on the
personal role and power, as in how Trump himself could affect the situation, by convincing
Xi not to deploy the People’s Liberation Army into the city, or to affect the execution of a
bipartisan supported Act, in order to facilitate his trade talk with China. Compared to the
State Visit in 2017, the two headlines selected for analysis from Ming Pao in the event of
signing the Hong Kong Act, to a certain extent, provided and reaffirmed a strongman, the
one-in-charge image of Trump (Liu, 2023), but contrasting the bold, hard to prove claim
with the no-comment comment on November 24 is relatable to the self-contradictory
portrayal of Trump, which was also found in Ming Pao’s reportage before. This observation

will be further examined in this section with the text.
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4.1 Findings: The presence of Beijing

From the headlines of Ming Pao and Oriental Daily, the response from Beijing after the
signing of the Hong Kong Act appeared, as opposed to not mentioning it in headlines from
Apple Daily. Ming Pao used a more neutral verb to describe the Chinese reaction as “urged”
({£) not to implement the Act, Oriental Daily joined the line of pro-establishment and pro-
China stance, calling the Act as “devious” and employed verbs like “blasts” (#&) in capturing
the anger and disapproval of Trump’s decision to sign the Act from Beijing. With China
being the other significant stakeholder in the Hong Kong protest and US sanction, the
inclusion of Beijing’s response is expected. Nevertheless, Ming Pao and Oriental Daily

opted for individual direction in talking about China in their reportage.

The presence of China that stood out in Oriental’s reporting from the headline of November
29 was not a singular case. The second text selected for analysis from Oriental Daily’s

reportage, dated November 23, the element of Xi Jinping (Xi hopes, ZEH}) and China (China
will refute fearlessly, H1 54 57 ¥2) was the subject in the first part of the headline, and
the second part “Hong Kong Act became Trump’s chip in trade deal” ( { FH&E AfELEZE)

v B B Bk 22 15), has framed the series of events under the diplomatic and trade

confrontation between China and the US. Instead of Trump being the one who initiates a
move (i.e. signing the Act), Oriental Daily has changed the subject and object, to make it

appear that China is the one who holds the dominance.

4.2 Findings: Trade still matters

From the headlines by all three media in the 2019 event, new elements as the voice of Beijing,
and different attention on the aftermath of Trump signing the Hong Kong Act were observed.
However, when further comparing the framings from the State Visit in 2017, the
businessman perspective witnessed in the State Visit reportage was also observed by the

three media during the Hong Kong Act event.

Trading with China has been seen by many as the priority of Trump’s presidency in

reforming the US diplomatic policies (Lin & Wang, 2018), and Trump is no stranger to

utilizing the Hong Kong factor in trade negotiations, including offering silence in favor of

China (Borger, 2019; Bradsher et al., 2019). While Apple Daily did not highlight the then-
32



ongoing confrontation between Beijing and Washington in the headlines or sub-headlines,

such traces for readers to relate the two issues together are still visible in the text.

In the Apple Daily November 27 report, the lede-in included Trump mentioning China and
trade alongside Hong Kong. When being asked to comment on the Hong Kong District
Council election results, with the pan-democratic camp winning 85% out of the total 436
seats, Apple quoted Trump’s answer in full, by not only including the part that he hoped to
see Hong Kong well, also him claiming that he had a good relationship with President Xi

and mentioning the US was in a crucial stage in the trade negotiations with China.

In the same report, Apple Daily did not directly point out whether Trump had not sent out a
signal on signing the Hong Kong Act or not, but the text included Mike Pompeo, the then-
Secretary of State, congratulating the election victory by the pan-democrats and urged
Beijing to uphold its pledge and to respect Hong Kong’s democracy, yet refusing to answer
for Trump on the question. The other example of capturing the hesitation of Trump was
found in the report on the 29th, citing a Reuters report that the White House staff was once
considering vetoing the bill concerning the negotiation with China but they did not advise
Trump to shoot down the Act in the end because of the veto-proof majority the bill has
gathered on Capitol Hill, and the landslide victory by the Democratic camp in the local
election. While Apple Daily has downplayed the businessman portrayal of Trump in the
reports by not displaying it in the headlines, the feature of the frame is observable in the

content to underscore the importance of the US-China trade deal to Trump.

The essence of the businessman frame on Trump was also found in Ming Pao’s reportage.
In both the November 24 and 29th reports, the worry from the White House or Trump related
to the potential damage to the trade negotiation by signing the Hong Kong Act was
mentioned in the full quote (November 24) and put in the lede paragraph (November 29).
The Reuters report on White House aides' hesitance in signing the deal is also included in
the Ming Pao November 29 report. While Ming Pao and Apple Daily applied the same
approach in using the Reuters source, Ming Pao also quoted the New York Times report
claiming Trump would refuse to enact the article in the Hong Kong Act to sanction Chinese
or Hong Kong officials, instead to use the Act as leverage in the trade talks with Beijing.
This particular detail reinforced the perception that Trump put trade or monetary gain over
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other issues, hence the businessman frame, but sometimes the principle of the United States.
In this case, the value of democracy, human rights, and its promise over the Hong Kong

Policy Act signed in 1992.

Oriental Daily has also incorporated the link between trade negotiations and the Hong Kong
Act in the businessman frame of Trump in the Hong Kong Act reportage. In the November
23 report, the Hong Kong Act was described by Oriental Daily as a chip for Trump in the
trade negotiation, despite the bill having received overwhelming support from Democrats
and Republicans. On November 29, after the Act was in effect, Oriental Daily once again
emphasized the trade element, calling Trump’s decision to sign will jeopardize the then-
ongoing negotiations between the two sides. In the text of November 23, when quoting
Trump’s phone interview with Fox & Friends, the subheading for the related paragraph was

“Trump: US and China are very close to reaching the trade deal” (4% : HZEIEHE BT EERL
& 51 #), compared to Ming Pao reportage on the same material but concentrated on

Trump’s reluctance to indicate his stance, Oriental Daily has stressed on the deal and the

implication on it if Trump signs the Act.

The indication of the businessman frame of Trump in Oriental Daily can be found in the
other parts of the texts. On November 23, Oriental Daily covered Xi Jinping’s dialogue at
the Bloomberg New Economy Forum, to explain China’s willingness to reach a deal with
the US but also not being afraid of fighting back and repeating China’s official stance in
believing a multilateral trading system and free trade would benefit the world. While Trump
nor the Hong Kong Act was not mentioned in Xi’s speech, as it was included in the report
related to the Hong Kong Act, for readers it could be easy to articulate the message from Xi
was in response to the development of the Act and its possible damage to the negotiations
and bilateral relationship. Whereas in the final paragraph of November 29, Oriental Daily
coincidentally cited a British media saying that White House staff worry about the
consequences of the trade talk, by cross-referencing with Apple Daily and Ming Pao, it is
believed the British media is the Reuters report the other two also put into the reportage,
highlighting the importance of trade to Trump for the readers. Such detail shows that Oriental
Daily has framed Trump as a businessman and packaged the signing of the Hong Kong Act

as part of the moves in the trade negotiation.
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4.3 Findings: The self-contradicting frame, with a twist

By breaking down headlines in the previous part of the Hong Kong Act framing analysis,
Ming Pao made Trump more proactive in affecting the situation. The article on November
24 highlighted Trump’s claim during a phone interview on stopping Xi Jinping from sending
a million PLA troops into Hong Kong. Like its title, the report was more focused on Trump’s
personal role in the involvement of the protest. Throughout the text, Trump boasted his own
merit to help Hong Kong avoid a worse scenario and the quote "If it weren't for me, Hong
Kong would've been obliterated in 14 minutes" he made during the phone-in on Fox &
Friends, the conservative network morning shows which Trump is known for as a frequent
audience. To showcase the difference in the editorial decision Ming Pao made, in reporting
the same Fox & Friends phone-in, the US media more often chose to quote "We have to
stand with Hong Kong, but I'm also standing with President Xi", especially the latter part to
highlight the self-contradicting character of Trump between his often cannot-be-confirmed

claims (Swanson & Crowley, 2019).

In the following November 29th front-page article of Ming Pao, the lede paragraph
mentioned the concern from the public about how Donald Trump will execute the Hong
Kong Act after the White House released a statement claiming the potential conflict of some
articles in the Act with the Presidential power. In the second paragraph, the first sub-heading
“Trump says signing due to respect of Xi and Hong Kong people, plays low key with no
photo-op” (Tl % BB E T FEFE R A KFHRK2$4H), and noted the unusual practice of
Trump compared to similar occasions before by not posing any videos or photos when
signing a significant act. The first two paragraphs from Ming Pao’s November 29 report
described Trump as hesitant to impose sanctions on Hong Kong because fearing of angering
China, whereas Trump’s behavior reaffirmed the ambiguous traits observed in the November

24 report.

To refer to the self-contradicting framing of Ming Pao, by not including “standing with
President Xi" or how Donald Trump called Xi his friend in the text, the effect of this decision
has reduced the emphasis on Trump contradicting himself, it instead shifted to focus to
Trump’s habit in making bold but unverifiable claims to take credits. Meanwhile, the self-

contradicting and the ambiguous depiction are different, they might not be mutually
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exclusive in the Trump framing, as the approach could be understood under the emphasis on

Trump’s personality traits to connect to the event (DuBosar, 2022).

4.4 Analysis: Elephant in the Room by Not-naming Trump

Despite the headlines of Oriental Daily reports suggesting Trump is manipulating the issue
of the Hong Kong Act for trade deal negotiations, one observation in the reports is the
missing of naming Trump in the criticisms posed directly, which potentially creates a sharp

contrast in Trump with the headlines, thus affect the framing.

In the November 29th report of Oriental Daily, half of the text was the reactions from
different Chinese departments and offices, despite the harsh rhetoric from Beijing and the
Foreign Ministry Liaison Office in Hong Kong, in the article the recipient of these criticisms

was mostly “The US” (3£75), alongside “some US politicians taking advantage of the
situation” (3£ —EEE AN K FTHh). Nonetheless, the name Trump was never on these

quotes and statements, nor were the Chinese officials targeted to the White House. In the
November 23 report, Xi Jinping's speech did not name Trump. While the text was related to
the trade argument between the US and China, on the level of criticizing the US or whom to
blame for harming Hong Kong and China by enacting the Hong Kong Act, Oriental Daily
chose not to mention Trump’s name. In both articles, apart from the beginning paragraphs
with Trump speaking on TV or the process of him signing the Act, Oriental Daily did not

mention Trump’s name once in the parts of the Chinese rebuttal to the US actions.

This approach from Oriental Daily differed from Ming Pao and Apple Daily, with Ming Pao
underscoring Trump’s personal significance in the events. The effect of Oriental Daily’s not-
naming-Trump practice is that it does not enforce the responsibility of damaging Hong Kong
by the Act to Trump. Rather, the paper depicted the scenario as the US’s false in general,

which could open room for interpretation or maneuvering narratives.

Another opposite example of this no-name approach is Apple Daily. In Apple Daily’s
reporting, descriptions of Trump supporting the Hong Kong protestors are easily recognized

such as “we stand with the Hong Kong people fighting for democracy” (BiFH{ R FAVE
N WA [E] —P# 4% ). Contrary to the headlines, Apple Daily’s reports have not
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strengthened the stand with protestors’ impression of Trump. Instead, the texts have included
the businessman essence in Trump’s reluctance to display his stance based on the trade

negotiations China and the US were having.

The reports included elements that showed Trump’s hesitation in signing the bill and being
ambiguous in making a stance (MfEfth— B fEFAE & Z5E 5 5 7AZE) or more noticeably,
Trump claimed his friendly relationship with Xi, and the US was near to finalize the trade
negotiations with China at that moment. After signing the bill, Trump repeated his respect
for Xi, before mentioning the Hong Kong people and his hopes for long-term peace and
prosperity in the city. Most parts of the November 29 report went to describing the potential
measures the US government can act upon to target officials and personnel of Hong Kong
in violation of human rights, the newly required status update on Hong Kong’s autonomy by
the State Department, and response from different sectors, such as politicians and advocates

after the law went into effect.

4.5 Recapturing the findings in the Hong Kong Act reportage

By recapturing the framing of Trump observed in the series of events of passing and signing
of the Hong Kong Act in late November 2019, the three media in this study displayed
different approaches to reporting Trump in the headlines. Apple Daily portrayed a protestor-
friendly impression of Trump in the headlines and focused the news on the ongoing Hong
Kong protest; Ming Pao emphasized the personal role of Trump in influencing the effect of
Act and the US involvement in the Hong Kong situation; Oriental Daily, the pro-Chinese
authority paper, blasted Trump for signing the Act with the most negative portrayal among

the three.

By the headlines alone, the three media followed their political stance in framing Trump
during the 2019 context. The presence of Beijing in the headlines and the text in two of the
papers showed the China factor has affected the reportage and the existing framings.
Nevertheless, when combining the texts with the headlines in full to analyze the frames, the
three media showed some similarities in portraying Trump from the State Visit reportage.
Noticeably, the inconsistency in portraying Trump between headlines and texts from all three

papers differed from the observations in the State Visit reportage.
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Given the length of the series of events, as the US House of Representatives passed the first
version of the Hong Kong Act in October 2019, it is possible the timing of the change in the
attitude of the three media was overlooked. Oriental Daily shifted from depicting Trump as
a positive, cooperating partner to China to the harsh line and the negative portrayal of Trump
in the headlines is noticeable. Nonetheless, the total absence of naming Trump in its
reportage and blaming the US, this particular feature discovered in Oriental Daily’s
reportage has changed the negative framing of Trump from the headlines to a perception that

lowered his involvement and significance in the event.

Another distinction between the headlines and texts found in framing Trump is Apple Daily.
Compared to the analysis done on the State Visit reportage, coverage of the Hong Kong Act
from Apple Daily differentiated from the perceived Trump-friendly impression in the
headlines to a more in-line with its previous frame highlighting the businessman nature and
conflicting characteristics in his speech and actions. The gap between the headlines and
content is present, indicating that the paper did not shift its framing into a one-sided portrayal

to follow the context of the mass protest and public sentiment.

As Entman identified frame has a common effect on large portions of the receiving audience
(1993), the gap in direction of portrayal between headlines and text found in Apple Daily
and Oriental Daily is possible to affect the readers’ perception of Trump, which needs further

observation.

By comparing to the first event in this study, the businessman frame of Trump observed in
the State Visit reportage in 2017, reappeared in the Hong Kong Act reportage. The issue of
trade negotiations, which led to the decline of the Sino-U.S. relationship, is linked to the
current news event (i.e. Hong Kong Act) connected the dots with the impression of Trump,
business, and money. Among the three media included in this study, Oriental Daily created
a strong connection between the Hong Kong Act and trade arguments into one for its readers
to interpret the issue related to the “vicious” Hong Kong Act as part of the diplomatic as well
as trading feud, with Trump in it as the businessman who tried to put trade over liberal values,

of which the previous US Presidents upheld when negotiating with China (Snyder, 2024).
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Another observation from Ming Pao and Apple Daily is the self-contradicting impression of
Trump, which is not seen in Oriental Daily reportage. Compared to the self-contradiction
frame found in the 2017 State Visit reportage, the texts selected in the 2019 events depicted
the ambiguity of Trump’s public claims, hence the impression of incoherence with the US

in making crucial decisions.

In the 2019 series of events, the liberal and liberal-leaning media presented Trump with
confusing imagery by highlighting his hard-to-confirm claims such as persuading Xi not to
send troops to Hong Kong, and hesitance in making a clear stance, even after signing the
Act as he said in a statement, it was due to the respect to Xi and Hong Kong people. To
describe the change of characteristics of Trump in the 2019 reportage, the Trump frame
observed in the analysis of the Hong Kong Act event should be considered a conflicting,
hard-to-predict character, instead of the self-contradicting personality concluded in the State

Visit framing analysis.
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5. Framing 3 in the January 6 Capitol Riot: It’s him, but what’s next?

On January 6, 2021, when the 116th US Congress was scheduled to formalize the 2020
Presidential election results, a group of Donald Trump-supporting protestors breached the
Capitol Police defensive lines and broke into the Congress to stop the procedure, hoping to
overthrow the election results which certified Joe Biden be the 46th US President. The nature
of the Capitol Riot differed from the other two sets of events included in this study, as the
attack on Capitol Hill was a breaking news event that created interruptions and occasions
that disturbed the social fabric (Kananovich, 2022), instead of a scheduled summit or

expected legislation, which is similar to the definition of media event (Dayan & Katz, 2009).

Similar to the Hong Kong Act situation, the Presidential election was held on 3 November
2020, and the entire series of events spread over a prolonged period. Donald Trump has
refused to yield, and the possible election meddling case in Georgia was all over the domestic
news of the US, media in Hong Kong did not expect any major developments on a statutory
procedure or changes in the result. No media in this study had previewed the large violent
breakout, given the right-wing protest-related articles were about the incident that occurred

on the 5th.

The attack on the Capitol occurred in the Eastern Time Afternoon of January 6th and ended
late in the night. Due to the time difference and printing deadline, most newspapers in Hong
Kong printed detailed versions of the Capitol Riot on January 8th at the earliest. Ming Pao
has zero related reports on the January 7 print, and both Apple Daily and Oriental Daily
covered then-Vice President Mike Pence’s refusal to follow Trump’s lead not to verify the
final election results and previewed the Democrats would gain control of the Senate along

with the implications to Biden’s term (Table 6).

Table 5: Jan 7 Reportage on Pence’s decision and the control of the Senate

AppleDally | 2R REENES MEF—H KIEZHED
Democrats are closer to completely controlling Congress after gaining
one seat in the Senate

[EEFERE M HAZEREI R

Slim chance to stop Biden Republicans are divided
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CHTEOANS BT IRE SRR

Pence vowed to play by the book Rejected intervening vote count
progress

Oriental
Daily

REZ2ZH ST MR FERREEERE

Dems control both chambers Biden swiped hurdles for ruling
EmEEH HEAE R FIERE

Trump rumored to fly to Scotland on inauguration day
SRS B EE KT NRESE”

Trump keeps messing around US democracy has no lower limit*

*The article was under the in-house commentary style column “World Vision” (1515 4%)

5.1 Findings: Synchronized negative portrayal

All three media reported the riot in length on January 8th, with Oriental Daily and Ming Pao
putting the news on the front page. Due to constraints in data collection, the column for
Apple Daily texts cannot be confirmed, but the word counts and style of the selected texts

show a likely chance of frontpage or the headline of the International News section (see

Table 5.1.1).

Table 5.1.1: January 8th Reportage on the Capitol Riot

Apple Daily

1217 B8 Bl = {& &1 3 1Y 36

HERREE PRSI BERRE

Trumpsters clashed in the Capitol and 4 deaths

Biden's confirmation sealed Trump agreed to handover orderly

Ming Pao

SR =T 200 FERAKIR B2ElL 4 /K
FREIE Rt MEMRERE N e

Biggest destruction to Congress in nearly 200 years 4 hours of
disturbance

Trump agreed to handover power Both parties considering earlier
removal

Oriental
Daily

\\\\\\ FER WaEE EEERE 45
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NEEPH LEFERRFE B 2 2 RIS TE AR E

Black Riot backfired Congress overtook US Police fired live rounds and
4 deaths

Failed attempt to stop Biden's confirmation Desperate Trump still refuses
to accept defeat

From the texts selection for framing analysis in this study, Apple Daily and Oriental Daily
highlighted the 4 deaths during the riot in the headlines as the most severe consequences of
the riot. At the same time, Ming Pao did not put the death number in the headline. It instead

underlined the attack on the Capitol as the “most severe destruction in nearly 200 years” (3£

T 200 57 KHEEE) to display the severity of the protest-turned-riot.

The three front-page style articles have adopted a negative framing in depicting the riot and
Trump’s role in it. Oriental Daily adopted the harshest line, the pro-Chinese media called

“Desperate Trump refused to concede” (5B 96 5247 and depicted the attack as “rioters
capturing the Capitol” (S F&k LA E]E). Ming Pao and Apple Daily did not follow the
same narrative, Ming Pao added “Trump agreed to transfer power as both parties are finding
ways to oust him” ($FEHG ASHE W EZATHEFAE N 5) in the second part of the headling

to indicate his responsibility in gathering the crowd in front of the Capitol Hill.

Apple Daily called the rioters Trumpsters (=3, fans of Trump) attacking Congress and

mentioned Trump agreed to a power transfer. Compared to Oriental Daily or Ming Pao, in
the January 8th report headline, Apple Daily did not mention Trump’s refusal to accept
defeat or the aftermath, but the negative depiction of the 45th President is present. The word
Trumpsters was used to address the rioters and created a connection between the riot and

Trump.

To evaluate whether the political stance of the media would affect their reportage on Donald
Trump, in the Capitol Riot case, the three Hong Kong media collectively adopted a negative
portrayal of Trump. Whereas the level of negativity might differ, it is worth mentioning the

difference is not as clear as found in the 2019 Hong Kong Act event.
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5.2 Findings: Evaluating Op-ed Articles

After analyzing the front page reports for Capitol Riot on January 8, in this part of the
analysis, the selected texts have included editorial and opinion-based articles for the Trump
framing analysis. Two examples from Ming Pao and Oriental are an editorial (Ming Pao)

and an in-house commentary piece under the column “World Vision” (Oriental Daily).

The two opinion-heavy articles happened to target Trump as the reason for a cluttered
chapter and damaging the US reputation as the leader of the free world. Oriental Daily
described Trump as the one who “shook the US’s foundation” (£/j#% %A ) in the headline,
and Ming Pao characterized the Capitol Riot as “a humiliation to the US” (E&r (1~ BL3E
Bi5%7%) and called Trump “shameless” (Z#H{) 2 7)) among others. The e expressions from
the two articles have set a distinction between their other reports in the reportage, as it
criticized Trump more directly as the origin of the chaos and more harshly. Because of the
nature of the pieces, the framing should also be considered as representing the paper’s

attitude towards Trump in the coming parts of the result analysis.

Table 5.2.1: The texts of the three media selected for this study apart from Table 5.1.1

Apple Daily | FiEIESIIRELTE AL REZEY
DR HERKRERAZERE
Treason charges await Trump bound to be impeached again

Deserted by his allies Trump lost the way to the White House if
impeached

Ming Pao Bl ZElEEZRE Bl 2 LS IHSRE
Editorial
(Editorial) Capitol Riot humiliated the US Trump is not the only shameless people

Oriental Daily | [ gr(1| 55— i1 4588 & B2 @A

1
S)ivs (i)(r)j) First blood on Capitol Hill Trump shook the US’s foundation

Apple Daily was the exception as the paper had not published any editorials on the riot and
Trump throughout the timeframe (2021 January 7 to January 14) for the Capitol Riot analysis
in this study. Nevertheless, the negative portrayal of Trump in the headlines from Apple

Daily remained as the January 8th article selected for analysis. In the report of January 9th,
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Trump was called “deserted by his allies” (Zx Hi#i#f) and “bound to be impeached again”
(B47~Z587)) in the headline.

By the headlines alone, Apple Daily did not show a more lenient, friendly attitude toward
Trump to its readers when compared to the headlines in the Hong Kong Act reportage.
Although no editorials responded to the Riot made a distinction, the headlines of the two
texts displayed by Apple Daily did not adopt the Trump-friendly direction in the Capitol
Riot reportage when compared to its partial sympathy and support for the Hong Kong

protestors' portrayal headlines in the previous analysis.

5.3 Findings: The framing as the instigator

In the framing analysis of Donald Trump during the Capitol Riot, as well as the last major
event in Trump's presidency that made it to Hong Kong media’s front page, the depiction of
Trump in the texts selected coincided with the headlines, as the three media had all adopted
a negative portrayal of Trump in the event of the Capitol Riot, in contrast to the other two

events included in this study.

The first element located in all three media’s reportage is identifying Trump’s manipulation
of the protest-turn-riot on January 6 as an attempt to overthrow the ballot confirmation
process in the Senate. Apple Daily and Oriental Daily used terms such as “provoke” (5],
by Apple Daily) and “incite” (¥F#}j, by Oriental Daily) in the lede paragraph, to indicate
Trump’s primary role in causing the riot on the Capitol. The lede of Ming Pao's January 8th
report did not use the same terms but mentioned in the second paragraph that Trump’s refusal
to accept defeat had made thousands of supporters storm the Hill after his speech earlier on
January 6. By installing the role of initiating the violence on Trump from the headlines and
the opening paragraphs, the three media provided the conception that Trump is the one
responsible for the deadly riot on January 6 and for harming the United States because of his

own political advantage.

From the three front-page style articles of this analysis, examples showed the three media
had an identical approach to frame Trump as the instigator in their Capitol Hill riot reportage.

After the rioters breached the police defense and entered and damaged part of the Congress
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offices for a few hours, Trump eventually tweeted to try to cool down and ask his supporters
to go home, while the three media illustrated this detail in their reports, all of them used a
negative way to describe his tweet. Apple Daily called Trump’s move too late and “crocodile
tears” (Al AR AE A -8 #5852 il F2R) and all three of them did not miss out on the part
that Trump once again brought up the conspiracy theory of electoral fraud and stressed his
reluctance in admitting the results. The way the three media described Trump’s bid to
dissolve the crisis with his supporters on the Hill strengthened the mastermind role of Trump

in the riot and further reinforced that Trump should be responsible for to their readers.

5.4 Findings: Context-specific Language Used

In this section of the analysis, Oriental Daily and Apple Daily have used localized terms in

their reports. The first example is in the headline of the January 8th front page of Oriental
Hill. “Black terror” in the Hong Kong context, is widely used by the administration and pro-
establishment parties to address the protests in 2019, as most activists were dressed in black
bloc to protect their identity. Following in the lede paragraph, Oriental Daily included a
sentence stating a pundit calling the nature of the January 6 riot similar to the 2019 Hong
Kong protest and described the event as “Black terror backfires” (E&{#[¥X). Despite no
related content nor any extra quotes from the pundit mentioned found in that text, the use of
a Hong Kong context-specific term has established a level of similarity between the events
that happened in the US and Hong Kong, thus creating the relevancy of Trump and the Hong
Kong protest, to fit the Chinese official standpoint that foreign power was orchestrating the

protest to destabilize the Chinese authority in Hong Kong, and to correlate the narrative from

the state media (CGTN, 2019).

Oriental Daily’s usage of Hong Kong-specific terms was not the lone case. Apple Daily also
articulated Trump in the Capitol riot to the situation in Hong Kong. The liberal paper used

the term Trumpsters ({£1%) in the headline to address the protestors who broke into the
Capitol building. The term {Z§7 is Hong Kong-specific as it combines Trump ({%) and fans
(f7) which only made sense with Cantonese pronunciation. It has been used to address

Trump supporters after he took office. No other Chinese-speaking countries used the same
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term to refer to Trump supporters, the corresponding term in Mandarin-speaking countries

is JI[¥57, to follow the translation of Trump in Mandarin.

Apple Daily the context-specific term creates a connection between Trump and Hong Kong.
Unlike its pro-Chinese counterpart included in this study, Apple Daily did not follow the
path to linking the Capitol Riot to the 2019 Hong Kong protest. Throughout the article, it
has not been used to refer to the Trump-supporting protestors or rioters who were trying to
overthrow the election results. Meanwhile, using a context-specific term could be a way for
the readers to become more familiar with the news, the short referencing by Apple Daily

compared to Oriental Daily can be interpreted as strategic to follow the paper’s stance.

5.5 Analysis: The Negative Framing Beyond Trump

In the previous section of this analysis, the three Hong Kong media have adopted the framing
that Trump is responsible for causing the Capitol riot. In the remaining parts of the selected
texts of this analysis, the papers have different approaches to reporting the riot, primarily the
potential consequences, and if there are more stakeholders that should bear the responsibility

for the riot.

In the selected texts from Apple Daily, Trump was portrayed as the only person responsible
for instigating the riot. In both January 8 and 9 articles, Apple Daily reminded that the
Republicans joined the Democrats to condemn Trump’s actions and inactions that caused

the “bloody chapter in US history”, and to limit the responsibility to Trump himself.

In the January 9th article, Apple Daily built an impression of Trump being deserted by his
allies is supported by the wave of resignations from Trump’s cabinet and the potential
bipartisan cooperation in ousting Trump by invoking Article 25 in the Constitution to remove
the sitting president. As the notion of using Article 25 was mentioned in other texts from
Ming Pao, the January 9th text by Apple Daily not only depicted Trump’s provocation that
led to the unprecedented fatal clash on the Hill, but the paper also included the closest allies
of Trump were abandoning him both privately and in public, to further enhance the framing

of Trump himself as the cause.
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In the list of names mentioned in the text, Apple Daily described these officials and Trump

allies as “loyal servants” in quotation marks ( " £ | ), including Mike Pompeo and Steve

Mnuchin, the then-Secretary of State and the then-Secretary of Treasury, two of the most
influential cabinet members, on their consideration of removing Trump with other cabinet
members from an anonymous source. This detail only found in Apple Daily’s texts, has
created the idea that the closest political allies of Trump are turning their back, have
distanced the Republican Party from the riot, and to separate the responsibility. This
approach is only witnessed in Apple Daily’s reportage.

Compared with Apple Daily, Ming Pao has adopted a different course in framing Trump by
presenting the potential impact on the United States after the riot. In the lede paragraph of
the January 8 front-page article, the paper called the Riot the “nightmare ending” of Trump's
presidency and expressed the unease for the time before Biden took office. Compared to the
other two media in this study, Ming Pao did not only focus on Trump’s responsibility in the
riot. It spent more length on the future development after the worst damage to the Capitol in

contemporary America.

Contrary to the detailed report of the siege by Apple Daily, Ming Pao included more quotes
from other US politicians in pointing out the severity of the riot, including Biden and Mitch
McConnell, the Republican Senate leader, who called the riot an insurrection and a failed
coup, signaling the desertion of Trump that no stakeholders in Washington, DC, would take
his side. Ming Pao was the only paper that put ousting Trump was considered by both sides
of the aisle in the headline on January 8, the framing by Ming Pao has put Trump as someone

who destructed the system to its readers, which is more damaging to the United States.

In the editorial, Ming Pao further described the riot as a shame in American history and
called Trump a threat to democracy and the nation, which sets a mark between the media to
its counterparts. The headline suggests the Capitol Riot was a humiliation to the US, then
stating the problem was not only Trump’s fault. The editorial summarized the riot as a result
of the Republicans, right-wing media, and politicians who tolerated Trump and his lies for a
long time for their own interest, which is in line with the Chinese authority’s criticism of
Trump’s selfishness since the beginning of COVID outbreak (BBC, 2020; Ministry of

Foreign Affairs of the PRC, 2020).
47



The approach from Ming Pao by picturing the damage to the US from a nationwide
perspective, marked a distinction with Apple Daily in connecting the consequences of the
riot. Despite both outlets stating Trump as the primary offender in the reportage, Ming Pao
has extended the responsibility to accomplices of Trump during his Presidency, for nurturing
the election fraud conspiracy that led to the riot as well as the attack on the democratic system.
For Ming Pao readers, the editorial and the front-page article together have created an
impression that Trump is damaging the US democracy and the problem is systematic which

is greater than one’s fault.

In framing the Capitol Riot and Trump by the commentary, Oriental Daily’s direction to
expand the scope for accountability for the riot coincided with Ming Pao, as the paper called
Trump for nurturing the right-wing expansion and damaged the foundation of the nation. In
the “World Vision” section commentary, the pro-China outlet described the Capitol riot as

an “epochal political incident” (E[FHCEZRAVECEZE(S). To further, Oriental Daily called
the attack has “shadowed the “beacon of democracy (&£ F REHESE -[f252) and shaken the

foundation of the US.

The criticism from Oriental Daily extended to the issue of democracy. In the final paragraph
of the “World Vision” commentary, the paper named countries in the disputed region for a
closer look at the US, of which Taiwan and the countries in the South China Sea were
specifically mentioned. Oriental Daily is the only media among the three to articulate US
advocacy of democracy to the countries that are allies of the US but in dispute with China.
The questioning placed on the US capability in defending its allies displayed in the
commentary presented a negative notion of democracy and abided by the Chinese official
narrative in response to the challenges of its human rights situation and political freedom

(Bloomberg, 2019; Xinhua, 2021; Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the PRC, 2022).

Oriental Daily and Ming Pao both depicted the riot as an event beyond a one-time violent
attack and had implications for the US in the future as the attack undermined the separation
of power between the White House and Congress. However, in terms of naming the ones
responsible for the riot, Oriental Daily did not summarize the riot as Ming Pao did by calling

out the accomplices of Trump. Instead, the paper made no mention of the Republican Party
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and portrayed Trump as the cause of the problems, such an approach is similar to Apple

Daily, regardless of the difference in political stance of the two papers.

5.6 Summary

To summarize the framing of Trump in the Capitol Riot reportage, all three media have
concluded that Trump is the one to blame for causing the attack. Due to the unprecedented
nature of the event and the relatively tight timeframe in selecting the texts for analysis, the
frames of Trump observed in the previous two events, i.e. the businessman, deal-making
character, and the ambiguous speech-making, often self-contradicting feature, are not found

in the January 6 reportage.

As the three papers all opted for a negative portrayal of the Capitol Riot reportage, their
framing derived from Trump being the riot instigator. Apple Daily had cut ties between
Trump and the Republican Party; Oriental Daily linked the event and Trump to the 2019
Hong Kong protest and further criticized the US for promoting democracy; and Ming Pao
has described Trump and the right wing as the accessory in harming the nation. To respond
to the question of political stance and framing, the findings of this difference among the three

require further investigations in articulating the approaches to the media’s political stance.
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6. Limitations

By comparing the reports gathered by WisersOne and from the archive, one noticeable
difference is that Apple Daily articles had no information on columns. While the column
alone will not affect the framing analysis, the information could have served as an indicator
of how front or back to identify the importance and categorization of the news articles, for
example in Ming Pao, there are some articles in 2019 been labeled as part of the Hong Kong
protest-related feature. Another issue with samples from Apple Daily is that there was no

clear separation between online and print articles on the archive. Caption stories, Videos (&}
i), and instant news (headline only, no complete lede in) were excluded manually to

evaluate the text better, however, the collection process of Apple Daily was less organized

when compared to the other two done through WisersOne.

Another limitation related to the data collection process is that the element of visual
representation of framing was not included in this study. The analysis is focused on the text
as it is the essential content of the three print media outlets, and it is the element that this
study could gather extensively on all three papers. With the unavailability of accessing Apple
Daily’s visual material, print from the open source archive, and the text-only characteristics
of WisersOne, eliminating the visual elements in the analysis was the only reasonable option.
The limitation of no visual elements prevented a more comprehensive analysis, such as any
mismatch between the text and visuals and examining the unwritten illustrations (Dan, 2018)
under the structure this study applied, it did not affect the understanding of the Trump

framing from the three selected media.

Due to the scope of this research, the feedbacks of the framing on the readers were not
included and examined. Despite locating the frames through qualitative analysis, it would
be ideal for future studies to include the readers’ reaction to the frames done by the media to
provide a more complete picture of the framing of Trump and its effects on Hong Kong
society and be able to proceed to future discussions such as whether the Trump popularity is
only a one-time wonder or if there is any possible paradigm that could apply to the other

politicians from the US or other countries through media reportage.
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7. Discussions

In the framing analysis, several frames on Trump were located throughout the term of the
45th US President. In the State Visit in 2017 and the signing of the Hong Kong Act in 2019,
the reportage from three newspapers across the political spectrum has employed and further
enhanced the businessman and ambiguous, often self-contradicting frame of Trump in their
reportage. Nevertheless, in the third event, i.e. the Capitol Riot on January 6, 2021, the two
common frames were not found, instead, the three media opted to focus on different areas

after naming Trump as the one to bear the major responsibility of instigating the riot.

To explain the findings in different framings between the three events, aside from the
happenings of the event, another notable difference of the Capitol Riot is that it was an
unplanned, breaking news style event, unlike the previous two where the development was
more or less expected, leading to the missing of prepackaged explanation and
contextualization from the past (Kananovich, 2022). While the aftermath of the Riot is still
lingering at the moment this study was written, before evaluating the framings and starting
the discussion, it is also important to note the factors that determine the value of the subject

(Trump) in daily news reportage.

7.1 Framing to make Trump more relatable to Hong Kong

Before scholars analyze frames, one presumption is that the information is newsworthy,
meaning the news has beared certain “temporal and spatial ingredients” (Guo, 2011, P.21)
to present the message. The notion of distance and geographic location in international news
has been a determining factor for worthiness (Guo, 2011). In the early studies of international
communications, the more distance between the news source to the readers, the less valuable
the information is (Zipf, 1946). However, under the context of changes in the US-China
relationship during Trump’s term, with Hong Kong becoming a battlefield for the two
nations in diplomacy and trade, Trump has gone from a subject in the international news

sections alone.

Chong and Druckman stated that frames “often rest on symbols, endorsements, and links to
partisanship and ideology.” (Chong & Druckman, 2007, P.111) The strategy of intertwining
with the local news and the local context is an area that could impact the newsworthiness or

showcase how the media positions Trump. Domestication of international news is described
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as “(journalists trying) to transform global events, through adaptation, into the relevance
structure of a national home audience in accordance with the primary definitions of the

nation-state.” (Lee et al., 2002, P.43)

In the set of articles collected, numerous cases showed that the media included in this study
adopted a localized approach to reporting news on Trump and affected the framing. One of
the examples is the Ming Pao article on November 24, printed on page A04, under the Hong
Kong Current News section, labeled with the sub-theme “FZ{Z[E 5% (anti-ELAB crisis),

as a part of the reporting related to the mass protest in the second half of 2019 in Hong Kong.
The November 29 article on the front page selected for framing analysis is also under the
same sub-theme. To articulate Trump’s public remarks on persuading Xi Jinping not to send
troops into Hong Kong and the signing of the Hong Kong Act, with the development of the
democratic movement in that period, namely the district council election and the siege of the
Polytechnic University of Hong Kong, The section arrangement and label by Ming Pao have
indicated that the reportage is more focused on the relationship between the subject (Trump)
and the context (Hong Kong), and corresponds to the framing that emphasizes Trump’s

personal influence in the Hong Kong situation.

The other observed example of familiarizing international news to Hong Kong readers is the
context-specific word choice used in the reportage by all three media. In the discussion of
domesticating international news, Lee et al. brought up the idea of hyping in the process of
domestication to increase the significance or to improve the appeal of a piece of news (2002).

In the two examples 222 (Black cops) and {1 (Trumpster) from the analysis of the Hong

Kong Act and Capitol Riot, the effort of adaption into a reader-familiar context and hyping

up to construct the news of Trump into more relevant to the current news in the period.

In Kananovich’s study on international media reportage of the January 6 Capitol Riot, the
distinction between domestication and localization of a news event is further defined as
domestication requires a more comprehensive translation to contextualize the event to
reinforce geopolitical interests and dominant ideology (Kananovich, 2022). Under this
notion, it is arguable that the previous examples are short of reinforcing a dominant ideology,

except Oriental Daily has displayed a more noticeable negative portrayal of Trump alongside
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the presence of China in the news, while the localization methods achieved the effect of

familiarizing the news events to the Hong Kong readers.

7.2 Factors affecting the Trump frame-building in Hong Kong

Nonetheless, while in the analysis section of this study, the framings (businessman and
ambiguous personal frame) of Trump in the first two events remain largely the same, the
frames discovered regarding the question of political stance, deserve further attention. In
framing analysis, one of the core challenges is the role of journalists in deciding the frame
and the possible factors affecting such decisions (de Vreese, 2009; Isakhan et al., 2019).
From the role of journalists and practices to a sociological approach in linking nation-states
(Lee et al., 2002) to evaluate the effect, the dialogue on the formation of frames only

increases following the development of studies on framing.

Among existing theoretical frameworks addressing the influence of news content by outside
factors, the Propaganda Model developed by Edward Herman and Noam Chomsky in the
late 1980s originally addressed the United States media landscape and the influence on
media from the elite class (Mullen & Klaehn, 2010), was seen in the discussion of affecting
the process of frame-building and been applied into the analysis (Ellen Good, 2008). Herman
and Chomsky provided a set of 5 filters in the propaganda model to indicate the process of
a piece of information before reaching the public and how the information is being affected
by ownership, sourcing, negative criticisms (flak), advertising, and fear of the enemy

(Herman & Chomsky, 1988).

Of these five filters, the influence of ownership is closely related to this study to reflect on
the research question on the effect on reportage by an outlet’s political stance. Reese and
Shoemaker (2016) suggested journalists have little autonomy in deciding the formation of
frames to serve the interest of sources, advertisers, or other elites, but while the sources for
the three media in international news did not show a significant difference, the element of
advertisers’ influence, flak has not raised attention in related scholarly work, and the fear of
enemy filter is correlated to the ownership’s political stance under the three media’s

distinctive categorization in the Hong Kong context.
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Throughout the three events in the analysis, the shift in Oriental Daily’s attitude stood out
from the other two media, especially from a comparatively positive portrayal during the 2017
State Visit, to the most negative among the three during the Capitol Riot coverage. The
trajectory of change of the pro-Chinese media overlapped with the shift in the bilateral
relationship between the US and China when compared to Apple Daily’s different approach

in portraying Trump and handling the Beijing factor by not-mentioning.

The observation on possible influence by the ownership has other supporting evidence.
During the analysis of the Hong Kong Act event, the presence of Beijing in the framing was
first observed, then appeared again in the Capitol Riot reportage. During the January 6 riot,
Ming Pao and Oriental Daily published editorial and in-house commentary that targeted
Trump’s pursuit of self-interest and the defect of the US democratic system, which marked

another match of editorial direction to the Chinese official narrative.

Whilst the Propaganda Model explained the effect of the framing of Trump in the Hong
Kong case, Reese and Shoemaker also pointed out the complexity of a social system that
leads the power relations between media and the power-in-play could be naturalized,
implicating the media in service to the power (Reese and Shoemaker, 2016). In the study on
the War on Terror after the 11/9 attack, Lewis and Reese interviewed journalists in the US
who covered the War on Terror to examine the phenomenon that the American media
followed the authority framing in the invasion of Afghanistan and Iraq subsequently without
much questioning and brought up the concept of the internalization of framing from the

journalists (Lewis & Reese, 2009).

Aside from the constraints faced and out of convenience by the journalists, Lewis and Reese
further uncovered the reifying effect by journalists in the process. On the appropriateness of
the original frame, journalists kept using the same frame with challenges and criticisms but
without asking the question of whether the frames were appropriate in the first place (Lewis
and Reese, 2009). From the examples from the three media in this study, there are only
limited critiques of Trump’s behavior and the extension of his decisions and speech in the
reports surrounding the Hong Kong Act, and no text has shown a step further in questioning
the “trade deal first” attitude from Trump. In the Capitol Riot reportage, despite all three
media employing a negative portrayal of Trump and criticisms beyond Trump personally in
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the commentary nature articles by Ming Pao and Oriental Daily, the framing has only limited
effect in criticizing Trump beyond the news event and much of the direction was following
the authority’s line, let alone to achieve the purpose for journalists to challenge and scrutinize,

to “provide space for public dissent and democratic debate.” (Lewis and Reese, 2009, P.97)

With the suppression of liberal media and the greater influence from the Chinese and local
authorities on the remaining media in Hong Kong by law or from the ownership, it requires
and is worth future research to examine the effects on the process of frame-building and to
observe any noticeable shifts in frames applied under the changing circumstances of Hong

Kong society.

Conclusion

Through framing analysis, this study identified the framings of Donald Trump in three
selected events throughout the four-year term of the 45th US President by the three Hong
Kong media across the political spectrum, as a foundation-building work to understand how
the media presented Trump to Hong Kong society, and attempted to answer the question on
whether the political stance of a media could affect framing of Donald Trump. Following
the State Visit to China in 2017 and the signing of the Hong Kong Act in 2019, the media
tended to employ a businessman frame on Trump to emphasize his stress of achieving
monetary gains and the dealmaking persona. In the reportage of the first two selected news
events, the Hong Kong media also highlighted Trump’s tendency to make ambiguous, often

self-contradictory public remarks in showing his personal influence on different matters.

The frames employed by the Hong Kong media in the selected events for analysis partially
coincides with what the foreign media displayed. Nonetheless, the difference between the
three media in reporting the same news event has also been observed, with Oriental Daily,
the paper representing the pro-Chinese stance shifting its framing of Trump towards a
negative direction following the deterioration of the US-China relationship during Donald
Trump’s presidency. Another notable finding in the Hong Kong Act reportage from the
paper is the absence of Trump in criticizing the US for enacting the Hong Kong Act against
China’s crackdown on the city’s largest-scale democratic movement.
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In the event of the signing of the Hong Kong Act and Capitol Riot, efforts made by Hong
Kong journalists to localize the international news for the Hong Kong readership, such as
the use of local-context specific terms, and articulation to the current events and social
context were found. In the process of localization, all three media have related Trump to the
Hong Kong protest, whereas the direction in framing differed from creating a closer
connection to Hong Kong as Ming Pao put the Trump report under the 2019 protest-related
sub-theme to deliver criticism on Trump with the presence of Chinese government’s

narrative.

During the reportage of the January 6 Capitol Riot, the final event for analysis in this study,
the three media showed a difference in framing Trump after portraying him as the instigator
of the riot. Ming Pao, the liberal-leaning paper, and Oriental Daily, following the emergence
of the China element in the framing found in the event of the Hong Kong Act, criticized
Trump and the US by following the Chinese official narrative. In contrast, Apple Daily’s
framing has put Trump as solely responsible to separate him from the Republican Party. This
case has marked a difference among the three media include in this study and be seen as
evidence in reflecting the media’s political stance and its influence on the reportage of Trump
and has the potential for future studies on other foreign politicians that have Hong Kong

connections

The timeframe of this study is set at a time when Hong Kong endured a drastic change, from
the once-liberal and once-considered freest economy in the world, to now a regional finance
hub in question and battling to recover from the post-COVID economy and the aftermath of
the Western world decoupling. With the fragmentation of liberal media since the closure of
Apple Daily, one of the outlets included in the study, it is hard to foresee that in the upcoming
years with no change in political reality and sovereignty, there will be another liberal media
up for comparison. Instead of applying the norms from studies on US media to analyze the
practice of Hong Kong news media, the concentration of research on Hong Kong media

might require further reference from studies on China’s reportage of International news
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(Kuang & Wang, 2020; Liu, 2023; Su & Borah, 2021), and more importantly, the shift of
theoretical framework from liberal society to an authoritarian one, to better represent the

“new normal” (RFA, 2024) in Hong Kong.

Summary

Prostfednictvim analyzy ramcovani tato studie identifikovala rAmcovani Donalda Trumpa
ve tfech vybranych udalostech béhem ctyfletého funkéniho obdobi 45. prezidenta USA
ttemi hongkongskymi médii napti¢ politickym spektrem. Tato prace je zdkladem pro
pochopeni, jak média prezentovala Trumpa hongkongské spolecnosti, a pokusila se
odpovédét na otazku, zda politické postoje médii mohou ovlivnit rimcovani Donalda
Trumpa. Po statni navitévé Ciny v roce 2017 a podepsani hongkongského zakona v roce
2019, média méla tendenci pro Trumpa pouzivat ramec byznysmena, aby zdiraznila jeho
daraz na dosahovani finan¢nich ziski a jeho osobnost obchodnika. V reportazich o prvnich
dvou vybranych udalostech hongkongskéa média také zdtraznila Trumpovu tendenci k
nejednoznacnym, casto si odporujicim vetejnym prohlaSenim, ¢imz ukazovala jeho osobni

vliv na ruzné zalezitosti.

Ramcovani, které hongkongska média pouzila ve vybranych udalostech k analyze,
¢astecné souhlasi s tim, co zobrazovala zahrani¢ni média. Nicméng, rozdily mezi tfemi
médii pii reportovani stejné udalosti byly také pozorovany. Oriental Daily, noviny
ptedstavujici pro-Cinsky postoj, posunuly své rdimcovani Trumpa smérem k negativnimu
poté, co se béhem Trumpova prezidentstvi zhorsil vztah mezi USA a Cinou. Jednim z
pozoruhodnych zjisténi v reportazi o hongkongském zékonu je absence Trumpovy kritiky
USA za pfijeti hongkongského zdkona proti ¢inskému potlaceni nejvétsiho

demokratického hnuti ve mésté.

V udalosti podepsani hongkongského zdkona a Kapitolské vzpoury byly zaznamenéany
snahy hongkongskych novinait lokalizovat mezinarodni zpravy pro hongkongské ctenare,
jako je pouziti lokélné specifickych termini a artikulace k aktudlnim udalostem a
spolecenskému kontextu. V procesu lokalizace vSechna tii média vztahovala Trumpa k
hongkongskym protestim, pfi¢emz smér ramcovani se 1i8il od vytvareni tésnéjsiho spojeni
s Hongkongem, jak Ming Pao zatadil Trumpovu zpravu po podtéma souvisejici s protesty
v roce 2019, aby kritizoval Trumpa za pfitomnosti ¢inského vladniho narativu.
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Béhem reportaze o Kapitolské vzpoute 6. ledna, posledni udalosti analyzované v této
studii, tfi média ukazala rozdily v ramcovani Trumpa poté, co ho vykreslila jako iniciatora
vzpoury. Ming Pao, liberaln¢ zaméfené noviny, a Oriental Daily, po objeveni ¢inského
prvku v ramcovani nalezeném v udalosti hongkongského zakona, kritizovaly Trumpa a
USA podle ¢inského oficidlniho narativu. Naproti tomu rdmcovani Apple Daily zobrazilo
Trumpa jako jediného odpovédného. Tento piipad znamenal vyznamny rozdil a lze jej

povazovat za diikaz odrazejici politicky postoj médii a jeho vliv na reportdz o Trumpovi.

Casovy ramec této studie je nastaven v dobé, kdy Hongkong prodélal drastickou zménu, od
kdysi liberalniho a kdysi povazovaného za nejsvobodnéjsi ekonomiku na svété, az po nyni
regionalni finan¢ni centrum, které se potyka s obnovou po postcovidové economice a
nasledcich oddélovani od zapadniho svéta. S fragmentaci liberalnich médii po uzavieni
Apple Daily, jednoho z médii zahrnutych do studie, je tézké predpovédet, ze v
nadchazejicich letech, bez zmény politické reality a suverenity, bude dalsi liberalni
médium k porovnani. Misto aplikace norem ze studii soustiedicich se na americkd média
na analyzu praxe hongkongskych médii, mize soustiedéni vyzkumu na hongkongska
média vyzadovat dalsi reference ze studii o ¢inské reportazi mezinarodnich zprav (Kuang
& Wang, 2020; Liu, 2023; Su & Borah, 2021) a, co je dulezitéjsi, zménu teoretického
ramce z liberalni spole¢nosti na autoritaiskou, aby lépe reprezentovala ,,novy

normal* (RFA, 2024) v Hongkongu.
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9.1 The 18 articles selected for framing analysis
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