Abstract

This thesis investigates the changing geopolitical role of the French outermost regions
(ORs) within the European Union (EU). These regions, located in the Caribbean, the Indian
Ocean, and South America, have increasingly been recognized for their strategic importance as
they contribute to international trade routes, regional cooperation, space exploration, and
maritime security. This thesis answers the research question: “How has the EU approached the
French outermost regions geopolitically?” To address this, the study explores two subquestions:
‘How has the EU's discourse on its ORs evolved over time?” and ‘What specific policies and
actions have been implemented in the French ORs that reflect its geopolitical strategy?’. Using a
qualitative approach, this research analyzes the evolution of EU discourse through official
documents, speeches, and policy papers, and conducts case studies focusing on the ORs in their
geographic region. The findings indicate a notable shift in the discourse, as these regions are now
seen as geopolitical assets rather than peripheral locations. French Guiana, with its European
Spaceport, plays a critical role in space exploration, while the Indian Ocean ORs are integral
components to maritime security in the Indo-Pacific region. The Caribbean ORs, though less
specialized, contribute to regional trade, economic integration, and disaster response in their
neighbourhood. The study finds that although the EU has made progress in matching its rhetoric
with its actions, there are still constraints caused by the insularity, peripherality of the regions,
the EU's restricted competences in certain policy areas and the varying geopolitical importance
of each region poses to the EU. Further research could explore the geopolitical importance of
non-French ORs for a more comprehensive understanding of the EU's strategic use of its ORs in

broader geopolitical contexts.



Abstrakt

Tato prace zkouma ménici se geopolitickou roli francouzskych nejvzdalenéjsich regionti
(OR) v ramci Evropské unie (EU). Tyto regiony, které se nachazeji v Karibiku, Indickém ocednu
a JiZni Americe, jsou stdle vice uzndvany pro svij strategicky vyznam, prispivaji k mezinarodnim
obchodnim trasdm, regiondlni spolupraci, prizkumu vesmiru a ndmoini bezpec¢nosti. Tato prace
odpovida na vyzkumnou otdzku: ,JJak se EU geopoliticky postavila k francouzskym
nejvzdalenéj$im regionim?* Za timto ucelem studie zkouma dvé dil¢i otazky: ,,Jak se v pribéhu
Casu vyvijel diskurz EU o jejich nejvzdalenéjSich regionech?* a ,,Jaké konkrétni politiky a akce
byly ve francouzskych nejvzdilenéjSich regionech zavedeny, které odrazZeji jeji geopolitickou
strategii?*“. Tento vyzkum pomoci kvalitativniho pfistupu analyzuje vyvoj diskurzu EU
prostfednictvim oficidlnich dokumenti, projevi a politickych dokumentii a provadi piipadové
studie zaméfené na nejvzdilené;si regiony v jejich geografickém regionu. Zjisténi naznacuji
pozoruhodny posun v diskurzu, protoZe tyto regiony jsou nyni povazovany spise za geopoliticka
aktiva neZ za periferni lokality. Francouzskd Guyana se svym evropskym kosmodromem hraje
zasadni roli pfi prizkumu vesmiru, zatimco nejvzdalené;si regiony Indického ocednu jsou
nedilnou souc¢dsti ndimoini bezpecnosti. I kdyz jsou karibské nejvzdalenéjsi regiony méné
specializované, prispivaji k regiondlnimu obchodu, hospodarské integraci a reakci na katastrofy.
Studie zjiStuje, Ze ackoli EU dosédhla pokroku v sladéni své rétoriky se svymi Ciny, stile existuji
omezeni zplisobend ostrovni povahou regionli, omezenymi pravomocemi EU v urcitych
oblastech politiky a rozdilnym geopolitickym vyznamem kazdého regionu. Dalsi vyzkum by
mohl prozkoumat geopolitické role nefrancouzskych nejvzdéalenéjsich regionii pro komplexnéjsi
pochopent strategického vyuZivani nejvzdalenéjsich regionti EU v SirSich geopolitickych

kontextech.



