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Abstract

This thesis aims to examine the differences in print media coverage on the topic of the war
in Ukraine in two European countries—Slovakia and Switzerland—over time. By
analysing media content, it is possible to determine the extent to which it is constructed by
the social reality in which it arises and its subsequent impact on public opinion. The
research is based on a linguistic discourse analysis conducted on articles from six different
daily newspapers—three from Slovakia and three from Switzerland. Through this analysis,
the discourse on reporting about the war in Ukraine is reconstructed during its initial
months and in the current period, i.e., from May to July 2024. The results show that the
different social realities in which the analysed articles are created influence the form of
reporting on the war in Ukraine. This also results in different perceptions of the conflict on

multiple levels—how to approach it and how to resolve it.



Abstrakt

Tato téze ma za cil zkoumat rozdily ve zpravodajstvi tiSténych médii na téma valka na
Ukrajiné ve dvou evropskych zemich — na Slovensku a ve Svycarsku v ¢ase. Zkoumanim
medialnich obsahti je mozné zjistit, do jaké miry je konstruuje socidlni realita, ve které
vznikaji, a jaky maji nasledny vliv na vefejné minéni. Vyzkum je zalozen na lingvistické
analyze diskurzu, kterd je provedena na Clancich z Sesti riznych denikii — tfech ze
Slovenska a tfech ze Svycarska. Pomoci této analyzy se rekonstruuje diskurz reportovani o
valce na Ukrajiné v jejich pocateénich mésicich a s aktudlnim obdobim, tj. kvéten az
cervenec 2024. Vysledky ukazuji, ze rozdilné socialni reality, ve kterych analyzované
¢lanky vznikaji, maji vliv na formu informovani o valce na Ukrajin€. To ma za nésledek i

rozdilné vnimani konfliktu na n€kolika urovnich — jak k nému pfistupovat a jak jej fesit.
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Introduction

This thesis deals with the interpretation of events in the war in Ukraine in Swiss and
Slovak print media. On February 24, 2022, a military conflict broke out in Ukraine due to
direct aggression by the Russian Federation against its Western neighbor. Immediately,
information began to appear in the world media about this event. In such situations, the
media is a key channel for information. The media in democratic countries, which are the
main subjects of research in this thesis, operate in an environment with an accepted
plurality of opinions. The media is a cardinal part of the construction of social reality,
which affects our perception not only of the world around us but also of where we cannot
be physically present (Berger & Luckmann, 1966). The symbolic social reality that the
media presents to us and that, in connection with objective social reality, creates in our
consciousness what we call subjective reality. Various influences on the media thus form
a symbolic reality and thus, in connection with the cultural aspects of the given
environment in which a certain media audience is located, shapes the public opinion on
every problem or event that is conveyed to us by the media, i.e., it is mediated to us
(Adoni & Mane, 1984).

Research to date has so far only dealt mainly with the impact of Russian
propaganda (Helmus et al., 2018) on the reporting of this war or the different ways of
reporting on this topic. Research from Helmus (2018) is presented the topic of Russian
influence abroad, especially through social networks, which has been a central theme
since the 2016 US elections. Post-Soviet states are particularly vulnerable due to their
historical and linguistic proximity to Russia. Challenges for the US, EU, and NATO lie in
the situation of Russian-speaking minorities and a lack of coordination.
Recommendations include marking/blocking propaganda, building resilience, expanding
local news, and spreading pro-Western narratives (Helmus, 2018).

Research Nygren, Glowacki, Hok, Kiria, Orlova, and Taradai (2018) conducted
a study Journalism in the Crossfire: Media Coverage of the War in Ukraine 2014 is a
comparative study examining media coverage in Ukraine, Russia, Poland, and Sweden,
complemented by interviews with journalists involved in the content analysis. The study
found notable differences in how the conflict was framed, the depiction of the actors, and
the language used across these countries. Interviews further highlighted significant

differences in journalists' approaches and perceptions. The results indicate that the unique
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journalistic culture in each country, self-censorship, and the level of activism among
journalists are also critical factors in war reporting. Researchers from all four countries
collaborated on this project. Dealing with the tilt towards one party which the media
literally puts under fire from two camps: “During wartime, journalism usually finds itself
in a kind of crossfire. Sometimes this crossfire is quite literally between the two sides in
the conflict, i.e., the fighting. (Nygren, G., Glowacki, M., Hok, J., Kiria, 1., Orlova, D., &
Taradai, D.; 2016, p. 1) *.

In article Social media and visual framing of the conflict in Eastern Ukraine from
Makhortykh and Sydorova (2017) examines, how social media visually framed the
conflict in Eastern Ukraine using a large set of images from the social network Vkontakte.
Through content analysis, the authors found significant differences in how pro-Ukrainian
and pro-Russian online communities depicted the conflict during the peak of violence in
the summer of 2014. Pro-Ukrainian groups viewed it as a limited military action against
local insurgents, while pro-Russian groups portrayed it as an all-out war against the
Russian population in Eastern Ukraine. The study suggests that these divergent framings
on social media fostered mutually exclusive perspectives and shaped differing
expectations in Ukraine and Russia regarding the conflict's outcome.

Pavlik (2022) in his article on The Russian War in Ukraine and the Implications
for the News Media claims, that the war in Ukraine has significant consequences for mass
communication, especially for the news media. Independent journalism is key to
accurately understanding the conflict and seeking the truth. However, journalists face
great risks and must have the courage to report honestly and without censorship.
Disinformation campaigns, especially on social networks, distort public perception in
Russia and globally. In the future, news media should use digital tools to create more
engaging and immersive news stories that increase public understanding and empathy
(Pavlik, 2022, p. 302).

Study The quality of coverage of the war in Ukraine by Udris, Vogler, Eisenegger,
Siegen, Weston, and Schifer (2022) investigates how the Swiss media has reported on the
war in Ukraine, focusing on specific quality indicators. Thirteen media outlets were
analysed to assess the quality of coverage based on various criteria. The study's overall
finding is that the media performed positively. The war, being a significant topic, receives
extensive coverage with relatively high thematic diversity. Additionally, the coverage is

characterized by a high level of contextualization and includes some self-reflection on the



media's role in the conflict (Udris, Vogler, Eisenegger, Siegen, Weston & Schifer, 2022).

This thesis has the character of linguistic analysis of discourse with an emphasis
on the development of information about the given problem over time. The work
discusses the differences in the media environment of two countries — Slovakia and
Switzerland. It is based on a linguistic analysis of the discourse of articles from three
Slovak and three Swiss print media on the topic of the war in Ukraine. This thesis
examines the development of the Slovak and Swiss print media coverage on the war in
Ukraine by analysing the first weeks and months of reporting on the war, i.e., February,
March, April 2022 and then comparing it with the present, i.e., May, June and July of
2024. 1 will observe how the selected Slovak and Swiss media reported on the war in
Ukraine, which means I will reconstruct the discourses of both countries on the war in the
first months of the war and nowadays and observe any possible changes. Finally, I will
compare the Slovak and Swiss reporting on the war over time. For this purpose, articles
from the various print media of these countries, which also differ in their political
orientation, will be selected. Finally, I would like to examine the impact of the specific
social, cultural, historical and political background and the correspondingly specific
conditions in Slovakia and Switzerland on reporting on the war in Ukraine.The aim of the
thesis is to find the existing differences in the coverage of the war in Ukraine in the two
countries and to explain their potential occurrence by the different political, cultural,
historical and social backgrounds in the Swiss and Slovak environments.

The choice of countries in this work is not random but is derived from my
personal observations and experiences that I gained during my stay in both countries.
Switzerland is well-known as a consensus democracy that incorporates direct democratic
elements. It features a fragmented political party system, recognizes four official
languages, and upholds strong federalism, with many of its politicians being semi-
professional or part-time. Direct democracy in Switzerland, characterized by popular
initiatives and referendums, necessitates strong respect for minorities. The development
of a diverse range of well-considered public opinions is regarded as crucial (Bachmann,
Eisenegger & Ingenhoff, 2021, p.7). On the other hand, Slovakia is a parliamentary
republic with a developing democracy, a brief history of existence, and a heterogeneous

population.






1. Theoretical part

Before I start to analyse media content, it is necessary to go through the theories that
support this thesis. For this research, relevant theories were selected that have the task of
providing support for this research. The chapter contains an overview of the literature that
deals with the given theories. If we are going to compare the media content of print media
in two certain countries, i.e., Slovakia and Switzerland, it is crucial to first clarify how
such content is created. For this purpose, I will use the theory from Berger and
Luckmann, The Construction of Social Reality (1966). Subsequently, this thesis will deal
with already conducted research in the field of this theory and use it in the study of media
content. It is research by Adoni and Mane with title Media and the Social Construction of
Reality: Toward an integration of theory and research (1984), which discusses types of
social reality construction, and also work by Yan Image, Reality and Media Construction
(2020), which builds on Berger and Luckmann's (1966) work and discusses the
relationship between media and social reality construction, will be presented here. I will
also mention Fleischer's Concept of the third reality (2006) as it provides an interesting
perspective on the construction of reality. Furthermore, it is crucial to examine the
specific environment in which this media content is created and also for which specific
media audience. Hofstede's cultural dimensions theory described and explained in Culture
‘s Consequences: Comparing Values, Behaviors, Institutions and Organizations Across
Nations (2001) will help to better understand the cultural aspects of the media
environment from which this work will draw empirical data. This certainly also applies to
the media audience to whom the media content analysed in this thesis is intended.

A better understanding of the media environment and media audiences will
subsequently help this thesis examine how the media shape public opinion. In addition, it
will be supported by McCombs's work Agenda setting (1972), which discusses how the
media raise topics for the audience, which subsequently perceive them as important. In
this process, it will be necessary to mention the concept of mediation and mediatization,
from book Masova Média by Jirdk and Kopplova (2009) and also Hjavard's
Mediatization (2017) research.

In addition to the philosophical theories themselves, it is naturally important to
present the two selected countries from which I will draw content for the empirical part of

this thesis. In addition to their cultural framing according to the mentioned theories, their
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political, geographical or historical realities will also be presented. These have the task of

broadening the view into the interior of their media audience and media environment.

1.1 The Social Construction of Reality
In the book Social Construction of reality, the authors Berger and Luckmann (1966)

argue that the sociology of knowledge is based on the fact that human reality is socially
constructed. This means that what we perceive as real is the result of social processes and
agreements. This view is often discussed because the question of how reality is
constituted has traditionally been a topic in studies of media. According to them,
however, nowadays philosophers are less interested in this problem, so sociologists often
fall to the solution of these questions (Berger & Luckmann, 1966, p. 211). Berger and
Luckmann (1966) show that sociological thinking can contribute to philosophy, especially
in the analysis of how people acquire knowledge in everyday life and in discussions of
how certain ideas are objectified and institutionalized. Their conception of the sociology
of knowledge also suggests that sociology is a discipline that deals with man and his
social interactions, and thus is a humanistic science (Berger & Luckmann, 1966, p. 211).
According to Berger and Luckmann (1966), it is important for sociology to constantly
communicate with history and philosophy. If it did not, it would lose its object of
investigation, which is society as part of the human world. This world is created by the
people who inhabit it and at the same time shape it throughout history (Berger &
Luckmann, 1966, p. 211). Their idea expressed in this work, that humanistic sociology
reminds us how amazing it is that people can create and change their society, gives this
theory great importance in media research. Berger and Luckmann's (1966) theory of the
social construction of reality influences our view of how the media shape social reality.
Constructivists argue that the media do not simply depict events, but actively define and
shape them. News content is not only a reflection of objective reality, but is a socially
created product (Yan, 2020, p. 41). Media construction of reality includes not only the
selection of events to be covered, but also their definition and interpretation. By selecting
and emphasizing certain aspects, the media influence how the audience understands these
events. This process of interpretation is influenced by both internal and external forces
(Yan, 2020, p. 41). According to Yan (2020) this constructivist approach to reporting
criticizes the lack of balance or equality between different viewpoints. Objectivity in

journalism is often seen as problematic because journalists are limited in what they can



cover and how they can cover it. Every choice they make can be seen as a form of bias
(Yan, 2020, p. 42).

When discussing how the media portrays reality, it is appropriate to ask whether
things exist independently of our observability, or how we know and understand them. In
the work of Fengmin Yan (2020) Image, Reality and Media Construction, realism says
that there is an independent reality that we learn from and reflect upon (Yan, 2020, p. 41).
Critics argue that this view ignores how we interpret and construct our understanding. On
the other hand, there is constructivism, which claims that reality and meanings are shaped
by social processes (Yan, 2020, p. 41). It does not deny the existence of an independent
world, but emphasizes that meaning arises from how people use language and symbols
(Yan, 2020, p. 41). This approach, known as the "social construction of reality", shows
that what appears natural is actually shaped by social interactions and cultural beliefs.
Constructivism assumes that individuals actively construct and interpret the world
according to their interests, knowledge, and semiotic resources (Yan, 2020, p. 41). From
this perspective, cognition is not an objective representation of reality, but an active
construction of meaning. When we talk about "social construction", we mean that what
appears natural is actually the result of social interactions and culturally defined beliefs
(Yan, 2020, p. 42). This expanded version takes into account the importance of both
philosophical approaches to the issue of reality and meaning, as well as their criticisms
and impacts in the media and social sciences.

In the work Media and the social construction of reality by Adoni and Mane
(1984), three types of social reality, which is constructed by individuals, are presented.
The process of reality construction can be considered social because it is possible only
through social interaction (Adoni & Mane, 1984, p. 325). It is a dialectical process in
which people act as creators and create their social world. According to Adoni and Mane
(1984), we can distinguish three types of reality based on the aforementioned dialectical
process. The first is the objective social reality which represents the external surrounding
world which is experienced by individuals and which confronts them with facts. The
authors consider this to be the so-called reality of par excellence, which is perceived
through common sense and does not usually need to be verified (Adoni & Mane, 1984, p
325).

The second is symbolic social reality, which consists of symbolic expressions of

objective social reality, such as art, literature or media content. There are more of these



realities, as their construction depends on various symbolic expressions of reality. It is
influenced by various artistic and literary trends or the ideology of media sources (Adoni
& Mane, 1984, p. 326).

The third is the subjective social reality where the two previously mentioned
realities provide inputs for the emergence of the individual's subjective reality. Adoni and
Mane (1974) claim that the objective world and its symbolic interpretations in art,
literature or the media together create individual consciousness. This consciousness is
then responsible for creating the subjective social reality of individuals (Adoni & Mane,
1984, p. 326). The authors also discuss the impact and significance of the construction of
social reality in the media. Media studies often examine how symbolic reality affects
subjective reality, so a natural question arises: How does media content affect the
perception of social reality? Several studies show that media content often shapes

opinions on everyday topics (Adoni & Mane, 1984, p. 330).

OBJECTIVE REALITY

CLOSE ————————REMOTE
SYMBOLIC REALITY SUBJECTIVE REALITY
CLOSE ——————REMOTE | ¢ | CLOSE ————————REMOTE

Figure 1

The theory of social construction of reality posits that media plays a significant
role in shaping our perceptions and understanding of the world around us.

An insight into Fleischer's concept of the third reality (die Konzeption der dritten
Wirklichkeit) is also beneficial for this thesis. The author describes “third reality” as a
communicative reality, as a product of reality. This is perceived by Fleischer as the first
reality (die erste Wirklichkeit). The first reality refers to the physical and biological world.
The second reality (die zweite Wirklichkeit) encompasses the social sphere, which is built
upon the biological systems of the first reality, involving human interactions and actions.
The third reality (die dritte Wirklichkeit) is founded on the use of signs and symbols in
communication. This communicative space is specific to each culture, meaning that the

communications within it are influenced by a culturally-specific worldview—a



perspective shared by its users about how the world should be perceived. The third reality
is anchored in shared values and a collective sense of normality. (Fleischer, 2006, p. 286).
Social systems are created and stabilized by the fact that communication as a mechanism
creates a third reality in which social system works without finding out why and who
actually does it. (Fleischer, 2006, p. 286).

Agenda-setting and framing, where media research has shown that by selectively
covering certain issues and events while ignoring others (agenda-setting), and by
emphasizing particular aspects of a story while downplaying others (framing), media
outlets can influence what the public considers important and how they interpret those
issues (McCombs & Shaw, 1972, p. 182). Another example is stereotyping and
representation in media, which is linked to Hofstede's (2001) cultural dimensions, which
is also part of theoretical part of this thesis. Studies have found that media often
perpetuates stereotypes and biases through the way it represents different social groups.
For example, research has shown how the media's portrayal of gender roles reinforces
traditional notions of masculinity and femininity, while racial and ethnic stereotypes in
movies and TV can shape public perceptions and attitudes (Brooks & Hébert, 2006, p.
312). Agenda setting and stereotyping in the media will be described in more detail in the
second part of the theoretical part of this thesis.

Hofstede’s Culture’s consequences: Comparing values, behaviours, institutions
and organizations across nations (2001) is structured around five major dimensions,
which are power distance, uncertainty avoidance, individualism vs. collectivism,
masculinity vs. femininity and long-term vs. short term orientation. It argues, that people
carry ‘mental programmes’, which are developed in the family in early childhood and
reinforced in school and organizations and that these mental programmes contain a
component of national culture (Hofstede, 2001).

According to Hofstede's cultural dimensions theory, power distance is the degree
to which members of a society accept and expect that power is distributed unequally. In
societies with high power distance, people are more likely to accept that power inequality
is good and acceptable. They are more likely to accept that there are some powerful
people who are in charge and that these people are entitled to special benefits. In
contrast, societies with low power distance tend to consider that all members are equal
(Hofstede, 2001, pp. 82-84).

According to Hofstede's Cultural Dimensions Theory, the uncertainty avoidance
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dimension reflects the degree to which a culture embraces or avoids uncertainty and
ambiguity about the future. High uncertainty avoidance cultures are cultures with high
uncertainty avoidance tend to have a low tolerance for uncertainty and ambiguity. They
prefer structured learning situations and seek clear, "right" answers. For example, teachers
are expected to have all the answers. Such cultures rely heavily on rules, laws, and
regulations to try to control as much of the future as possible. People in these cultures
tend to experience higher levels of anxiety and stress about unpredictable situations. They
are motivated by job and life security and are resistant to change. Low uncertainty
avoidance cultures are more comfortable with uncertainty and ambiguity. They prefer
open-ended learning situations and discussions, and teachers may admit when they don't
know something. Such cultures see truth as more relative rather than absolute. People in
these cultures are more accepting of deviant or innovative ideas that conflict with social
norms. They are motivated more by personal achievement and esteem rather than
security. In summary, the uncertainty avoidance dimension describes how different
cultures cope with and manage the inherent uncertainty about the future, with some
preferring more structure and stability and others being more comfortable with ambiguity
(Hofstede, 2001).

Individualism versus collectivism dimension is a key aspect of national culture that
describes the relationship between the individual and the group in a society. In
individualist societies, the ties between individuals are loose - people are expected to look
after themselves and their immediate family. Individualist cultures emphasize personal
achievement, independence, and individual decision-making. In contrast, collectivist
societies have strong, cohesive in-groups that protect individuals in exchange for
loyalty. Collectivist cultures prioritize group harmony, conformity, and collective
decision-making over individual interests. Key differences between individualist and
collectivist societies are, that in individualistic societies are people expected to be self-
reliant and make decisions independently. The needs of the individual take precedence
over the group. On the other hand, in collectivistic societies, people are integrated into
strong, cohesive in-groups. Loyalty to the group and conformity are highly valued, often
taking priority over individual goals. The individualism versus collectivism dimension
has significant implications for how people in different cultures approach decision-
making, communication styles, and social relationships. Understanding this cultural

difference is crucial for effective cross-cultural interactions and organizational
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management (Hofstede, 2001).

Masculinity versus femininity dimension in Hofstede’s cultural model examines
the extent to which a society emphasizes traditional masculine and feminine traits. This
dimension is crucial for understanding cultural differences and their impact on social
norms, values, and behaviours. Key characteristics of masculine society according to
Hofstede (2001) are present in social norms, which emphasize assertiveness,
competitiveness, and material success then in values, which are money and material
possessions. Social norms are clear. Regarding work ethics, people live to work, focusing
on achievement and success. Conflict resolutions in masculine society are based on force
and competition. Religion plays a significant role in everyday life. Gender roles are based
on traditional perception of patriarchy and are dominant in masculine society - men being
more assertive and women being more nurturing. Also, traditional family structures are
preferred, with clear gender roles.

In feminine society are social norms emphasize nurturing, cooperation, and quality
of life. Values derive from quality of life and relationships, which are valued in feminine
society. Social norms are more flexible. Regarding work ethic, people work to live,
focusing on quality of life and relationships. Conflicts are often resolved through
negotiation and compromise and religion is less important in daily life. Feminine society
allows more flexible gender roles, with both men and women being nurturing and
cooperative. In family life, there are flexible structures, with less emphasis on traditional
gender roles (Hofstede, 2001). Hofstede's masculinity vs. femininity dimension provides
a framework for understanding how cultures differ in their emphasis on traditional
masculine and feminine traits. This dimension helps in navigating cultural differences in
social norms, values, and behaviours, which are crucial for effective communication and
cooperation in diverse environments.

According to Geert Hofstede's research (2001) on cultural dimensions, long-term
orientation and short-term orientation represent two distinct perspectives on time and
priorities. Regarding long-term orientation-based societies, people focus on the future,
with an emphasis on perseverance and thrift. Relationships and market positions are seen
as important, and good or evil is judged based on the circumstances. Individuals in long-
term oriented cultures are more willing to delay gratification for future rewards. Typical
examples of such societies are China and Japan (Hofstede, 2001).

In short-term orientation societies, is focus on the present and past, with an
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emphasis on respect for tradition and fulfilling social obligations. The bottom line and
quick results are prioritized over long-term considerations and individuals in short-term
oriented cultures place more importance on personal steadfastness and leisure time.
Example of short-term society are United States (Hofstede, 2001). Hofstede's research
found that long-term orientation is more common in Asian cultures, while short-term
orientation is more prevalent in some Western cultures. However, there can be significant
variation within and between cultures. Understanding these differences in time orientation
is important for effective cross-cultural management and negotiation (Hofstede, 2001).
Geert Hofstede created the Hofstede Cultural Dimensions Theory, a framework for
evaluating and comparing cultural values across different countries. Initially, Hofstede
(2001) identified four cultural dimensions using factor analysis of survey data from IBM
employees in 40 countries: power distance, individualism-collectivism, uncertainty
avoidance, and masculinity-femininity. He later expanded the model by adding two more
dimensions: long-term orientation and indulgence. To assess these cultural dimensions,
Hofstede designed the Values Survey Module (VSM), which has been revised multiple
times with changes to its items. The VSM gathers data on cultural values at the country
level, rather than individual preferences, focusing on national cultural differences
(Gerlach & Erkisson, 2021). Hofstede's cultural dimension scores have been determined
for over 76 countries and regions, combining data from the IBM study and other cross-
national studies. Despite its influence, Hofstede's work has faced criticism for its reliance
on a narrow sample of IBM employees and for potentially oversimplifying complex
cultural differences. In essence, Hofstede's methodology involves a survey-based
approach to measure and compare national cultural values across multiple dimensions,
forming a widely used framework in cross-cultural research (Gerlach & Eriksson, 2021).
In summary, the constructivist perspective views media research and education as
an active process of knowledge building by individuals and groups, rather than the
passive transmission of information. This approach emphasizes the importance of student

engagement, creativity, and connecting learning to real-world experiences.

1.2 Media Shaping Public Opinion
Social construction of reality theory points to the fact that the media have the power to

influence perceptions of reality and are therefore likely to be able to shape public opinion.

To reinforce this thesis, the following section of the theoretical framework will discuss
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concepts such as mediation, mediatisation and agenda setting. It will also provide an
explanation of the term media audience.

According to Jirdk & Kopplova Masova média (2009) the essence of media is the
transmission of information, i.e., the mediation of information. The media stand in the
middle between two parties and play the role of mediator. Mediation is generally
perceived as a mediation process, and not only in the sphere of media studies, but also in
political science. In many political or even military conflicts, a number of countries try to
put themselves in the role of a mediator, who has the task of mediating communication
between the two parties to the conflict. However, when talking about mediation, it is
important what kind of character the mediator has and how it mediates the information.
Every medium has its own specifics, and in the concept of mediation, it is also important
in what way the given medium conveys information and how it impresses it. Not every
medium is able to present information of the same quality or comprehensibility (Jirdk &
Kopplova, 2009, pp. 92-93). According to Hjarvard’s work (2017) the study of mediation
is concerned with how media influence content and communication between people in
specific situations, but does not change basic social relationships. Media and
communication studies often examine mediated communication - the relationship
between senders, media content, and receivers. Traditional studies of media effects
considered the media as a factor affecting the audience. Mediation is used by politicians
to communicate political agenda, for example when a politician spreads his message
through a press release or on social media (Hjarvard, 2017, pp. 4-5).

On the contrary, the study of mediatization focuses on the major social and cultural
changes brought about by the media. Jirdk and K&pplova (2009) describe mediatization as
a unique social change that came with the rise of network media in the post-industrial era.
Society is fully saturated with media, and this is the result of the unusual growth of the
media and the availability of information that new types of media provide. According to
them, the postmodern society is highly mediatized, which is one of its main features
precisely because of the method of mediating information through mass and network
media (Jirdk & Kopplova, 2009, p. 95). Mediatization refers to long-term changes in
society and culture caused by the increasing presence of the media, such as changes in
political institutions or the formation of public opinion (Hjarvard, 2017, p. 4). Later
research showed that audiences are active and use media according to their needs.

Mediatization studies go beyond just considering media and audiences and emphasize that
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media are deeply embedded in social and cultural structures (Hjarvard, 2017, p. 5). The
media are not only external factors influencing people, but are an integral part of our
culture and society. Mediatization research examines how media change different areas of
society, such as politics, sports or children's games. Mediatization is a broad process
similar to globalization or urbanization and requires the analysis of specific changes in
individual areas. Mediatization theory provides a framework for understanding the long-
term relationships between changes in the media and changes in society and culture
(Hjarvard, 2017, p. 6).

In work The Agenda Setting — Function of Mass Media from McCombs and Shaw
(1972) work with the theory of agenda setting. It deals with the role of the media in
political life, in the political struggle and campaign. In this work authors claim that
nowadays there is contact between the political representation and the masses through the
media, and it is precisely this that brings up the topics that the masses are likely to be
most interested in. Agenda setting is a powerful media theory that explains how the media
influences what issues the public thinks are important. The central claim of agenda setting
theory is that the media, through their selection and emphasis of certain issues, events,
and topics, can shape the public's perception of what is important. This concept was first
described in the 1920s by Walter Lippmann, but the name agenda setting was given to it
by McCombs in the second half of the 20th century. According to McCombs & Shaw
(1972) the key points of agenda setting theory are definition and function (McCombs &
Shaw, 1972, p. 184). Agenda setting refers to the media's ability to influence the salience
of topics on the public agenda. The purpose is to direct public attention to certain issues.
In this work McCombs & Shaw (1972) claim, that the media doesn't reflect reality, but
filters and shapes it, which also supports the theory of symbolic social reality from Adoni
& Mane (1984). Also, the media concentration on a few issues and topics leads the public
to perceive those issues as more important than others (McCombs & Shaw, 1972, p. 182).
According to McCombs, the extent of the influence of different types of media on the
agenda-setting process differs in their nature and form. Printed newspapers are published
every day and we can browse through their content every time we pick them up. With
magazines published weekly or monthly, there is a certain lack of topicality, as opposed
to daily magazines. Television newspapers are broadcast every day but have a limited
time space (McCombs, 1972, p. 184). Advancements in communication technology, like

the internet and social media, have expanded the media's ability to set the agenda and
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reach more people than ever before. Network media can provide the media audience with
new and new information, which has a tendency to spread in a chain way, and this
generally changes the rules in the agenda setting process. Another important part of
agenda setting are effects on media audiences. Agenda setting can influence audience
beliefs, values, and sensitivity to certain issues. It is more effective on "obtrusive" issues
that directly impact people's lives. Dealing with agenda setting is necessary to mention its
criticism. It is criticized for oversimplifying complex issues, reinforcing biases, and
causing more divisiveness rather than unity. Framing involves how the media influences
how people think about and react to an issue by emphasizing certain aspects of it. In
summary, agenda setting theory posits that the media, through their selection and
presentation of news, have a powerful influence in shaping what issues the public thinks
are important, even if the media does not directly tell people what to think about those
issues (McCombs & Shaw, 1972, p. 177). By the words of McCombs: “In short, the
political world is reproduced imperfectly by individual news media. Yet the evidence in
this study that voters tend to share the media's composite definition of what is important
strongly suggests an agenda-setting function of the mass media.” (McCombs & Shaw,
1972, p. 184).

Jirdk and Kopplova (2009) defines the media audience as people using the media
and consuming their contents. The media itself considers and describes this group of
people as a commodity that has a certain value. Just like the media, the media audience
goes through development, development of behavior and way of media consumption. It is
directly related to the development of the media over time, and with the digitization of the
media, which provides easier interaction, today's media audience is oriented towards
network media, compared to classic audiences used to print or television, also labelled as

a "disappearing" audience (Jirdk & Kopplova, 2009, pp. 185-187).

1.3 Cultural Aspects of Slovakia

To get to know the cultural aspects of Slovakia, it is necessary to first state the basic
facts about the country. According to the National Statistics Office of the Slovak
Republic, which conducted a census in late 2021, Slovakia has a population nearing 5.5
million. However, it's estimated that over one-third of all Slovaks reside outside the
current Slovak Republic. The predominant ethnic group is Slovak (83.8%), followed by

Hungarians (7.7%) and Romani (1.2%). Other ethnic minorities include Czechs,
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Moravians, Silesians, Ruthenians, Ukrainians, Germans, and Poles, all of whom are
guaranteed cultural, linguistic, and historical protections under the constitution and
specific laws (Zoubir & Lhabitant, 2003, p. 159). Slovakia is a highly religious country,
where Catholicism is the leading religion (55.8%), but Protestant and Orthodox churches
are also present. The Jewish population significantly declined during World War II
(Narodny Sstatisticky trad SR, 2021). Slovakia is administratively divided into eight
regions, 79 districts, and 2,878 municipalities (towns and cities included). Bratislava, the
capital with 0.45 million residents, serves as the country's political, economic, and
cultural hub. Slovak is the official language, part of the West Slavic language group and
closely related to Czech (Zoubir & Lhabitant, 2003, p. 159). However, minority
languages are commonly spoken in their respective regions, and in areas where minorities
constitute more than 20% of the population, their language can be used officially
alongside Slovak. The Slovak nation belongs to the Slavic peoples, and the Slovak
language is classified within the West Slavic group. Slovaks are culturally closest to
Czechs and Poles, though there is also a cultural closeness to all Slavic nations. The
Slovak Republic operates as a unitary state with legislative power vested in a unicameral
parliament. The regions in Slovakia differ slightly from each other, particularly in the
south of Slovakia, where the largest portion of the Hungarian minority resides. The
Slovak Radio and Television operates in several minority languages—Hungarian,
Romani, and Ruthenian. However, the dominant channel is the one broadcasting in
Slovak. Most other media are published predominantly in Slovak, although there is also
regional press in the languages of national minorities. All mainstream media are

published at the national level and in the Slovak language.

According to Hofstede's scale, presented on the Countries comparison graphs (2021),
Slovakia can be considered as a country with a high power-distance society with a
ranking of 100 points on the scale. Uncertainty avoidance index is 51 points, similar to
Switzerland (58). Individualism vs. collectivism was 52 points, which puts this country in
the middle of this category. Slovakia is, according to Hofstede's measurement, considered
a masculine society with a ranking of 100 points. The long-term orientation index
showed in the case of Slovakia 77 points on the scale, which says this country has a long-

term-oriented society (Hofstede, 2021).
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1.4 Cultural Aspects of Switzerland

When examining Swiss culture and identity, it is necessary to begin with a brief
description of the political realities of Switzerland and discuss various cultural aspects
such as language, religion or political culture. According to Chervier (2009), some
scientists also claim that geographical conditions play a significant role in creating Swiss
identity. As summarized by Church (2003), Switzerland is a federal country with a long
history dating back to the 14th century. In addition to neutrality, it is federalism that is the
basic feature of this Alpine country, which is made up of a pluri-cultural and pluri-
national society. It is the result of a long and complex process of connecting small
territories, later called canons, where different ethnicities with different cultures and
languages lived (Church, 2003, p. 4). An important element of today's Swiss society are
the three institutional actors — the federation, cantons, and municipalities, the most
important of which are the cantons, smaller homogenous units, that are distinguished
from each other precisely by cultural and linguistic features, the main four divisions of
these linguistic and cultural areas — German (74%), French (20%), Italian (4.5%) and
Romansh, which speaks just around 30,000 people (Chevrier, 2009, p. 173). Chevrier
(2009) also notes the federative nature of Switzerland, that beyond language,
Switzerland's administrative structure is highly decentralized, with 26 semi-autonomous
cantons, each having its own constitution, government, and control over policies like
taxation, health, and education. Even districts within cantons have significant autonomy,
such as granting Swiss citizenship (Chervier, 2009, p. 173).

The 26 cantons and half-cantons of Switzerland differ significantly in terms of
geographical size, population, political influence, and the duration of their membership in
the Swiss (con) federation, yet they all enjoy equal rights under the federal constitution
(Church, 2003, pp. 15-16). The so-called half-cantons, which originated from the division
of whole cantons during key historical events, function almost like full cantons, with the
only exceptions being that they have just one seat in the Council of States and count as
half a canton when determining the cantonal majority in constitutional referendums.
Cantons still view themselves as independent and sovereign entities, at least officially.
They maintain some aspects of statehood, such as their own demos and citizenship, full
taxation authority, and a ‘residual powers’ clause (Church, 2003, p. 16). Consequently,
cantons in Switzerland are likely more autonomous and self-aware than regional units in

other federal systems. Due to their historical independence and precedence over the
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federal state, cantons tend to act individually rather than as a unified 'cantonal lobby'.
Historically, they have preferred to keep their policy-making autonomy instead of trading
it for more influence in federal decision-making (Church, 2003, p. 15). However, in some
areas, they have had to cede some autonomy to the central government. Nowadays,
cantons are deeply integrated into the federal decision-making process. They are
represented in one chamber of the bicameral Federal Assembly and are fully involved in
pre-parliamentary consultations on draft legislation, a crucial phase in setting the agenda
for Swiss law-making (Church, 2003, p.16). Swiss political system is being often
described as a semi-direct democracy, which is connected to popularity of referendum in
country (Serdiilt, 2010, p.165).

There are 26 of these cantons, of which German is spoken in 19, to be exact, a dialect
of German called Swiss German (Schweizerdeutsch), which, however, does not have an
official written form, and therefore written communication uses the written official
German (Hochdeutsch) (Chevrier, 2009, p. 173). Swiss German is therefore considered a
dialect of German, but even within this dialect there are several deviations that make it
possible to identify exactly which canton a given person comes from in Switzerland. This
linguistic diversity within the Swiss dialect is very special. Foreigners immigrating to
Switzerland usually have an excellent command of literary German (Chevrier, 2009, p.
173). French is used in the other 4 cantons and Italian in one. Then there are cantons
where multiple languages are used, such as the canton of Graubiinden, where three
languages are used, German, Italian and Romansh. Another important cultural aspect is
the religious diversity of Switzerland. Chevrier (2009) notes that the biggest Catholic
population lives mainly in the French- and Italian-speaking cantons, while Protestants
predominate in the German ones. Swiss society is marked by significant linguistic and
religious divisions, creating psychological borders within the country. Many Swiss people
rarely leave their linguistic regions and refer to working in other parts of Switzerland as
"expatriation" or "immigration." (Chevrier, 2009, p. 179).

In addition to cultural aspects, it is also necessary to focus on the media audience of
Switzerland. Beier, Fiechtner and Trebbe (2020) are discussing the portrayal of ordinary
citizens in public debates on Swiss television news as a matter of citizen actors
representing the “people’s voice” as counterbalance to elite and civil institutional actors.
The goal of this research was to understand the representation of ordinary citizens in

Swiss public television news, both in general and across different language regions. The
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researchers analysed data collected in a previous study by the SRG SSR (German:
Schweizerische Radio- und Fernsehgesellschaft; French: Société suisse de radiodiffusion
et telévision, Italian: Societa svizzera di radiotelevisione; Romansh: Societad Svizra da
Radio e Televisiun)to examine the appearance of individual and collective actors over
one week in fall 2015. In this work, they came to the following five findings. Firstly,
citizen actors accounted for about 18% of all identified actors in the news coverage. They
were most prominent in news stories on social controversies, and least featured in
economic topics (Beier, Fiechtner & Trebbe, 2020, p. 1070). Secondly, citizen actors
were significantly associated with political system actors, while civil organizations as
social elites were the least-featured group. Next outcome of this research is, that only a
small proportion of actors, including citizen actors, were given the chance to make direct
statements. Visibility did not equate to active participation in public dialogue (Beier,
Fiechtner & Trebbe, 2020, p. 1071). Beier, Fiechtner and Trebbe (2020) found out also
differences in journalistic culture. Citizen actors were less present in German-speaking
news pieces compared to French and Italian equivalents. The Italian-speaking channel
RSI LA 1 used significantly more direct statements than the other channels (Beier,
Fiechtner & Trebbe, 2020, p. 1071). The last important finding of their work deals with
Inter-cultural dialogue and “Switzerlandization” Citizen actors from other language areas
were hardly represented at all, and the featured citizen actors were mostly not directly
assigned or from an international background. Swiss television news did not seem to be
used to portray the country's multicultural society or promote dialogue between different
language cantons of Switzerland (Beier, Fiechtner & Trebbe, 2020, p. 1071).

In the work of Bachmann, Eisenegger and Ingenhoff (2021) researchers examine the
Swiss media system to test its method for measuring news quality. It analysed the content
of 50 news outlets using four criteria based on the deliberative ideal and compared these
results to two representative online surveys. The strong correlations between the two
methods indicate that this deliberative understanding of news quality is shared by Swiss
society and audiences. This study shows that scores from content analysis based on
deliberative theory and audience ratings of news media quality are very similar. When
scientists rate news coverage highly, audiences tend to agree with them, and vice versa
(Bachmann, Eisenegger & Ingenhoff, 2021, p.23). This formula applies at different times
and for different samples. The strongest agreement between content scores and audience

ratings is in the area of relevance, while the lowest agreement, although still strong, is in
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the area of contextualization. A closer look reveals that older and more educated audience
members have ratings that more closely match the content analysis scores.

In summary, Switzerland cannot be considered a country with a homogeneous media
audience. It is derived from cultural aspects and the various cultural composition of the
country, from which the form of the country's media system, which operates on the basis
of four official languages, also develops. With words of Chervier “This review of Swiss
diversity suggests that if we consider culture as customs or as a specific identity, there is
nothing like Swiss culture. However, beyond such diversity, shared conceptions of
legitimate forms of social organization, that is, a uniform political culture, does exist.”
(Chervier, 2009, p. 173).

According to Hofstede’s Countries comparison graphs (2021), Switzerland can be
considered as country with small power distance with 34 points on the scale. Regarding
uncertainty avoidance index is Switzerland in the middle with 58 points on the scale,
similar as Slovakia (51). Swiss society is more individualistic, on scale with 68 points.
Also, it is more masculine society — 70 points. Talking about long term orientation of

society, Switzerland achieved 74 points (Hofstede, 2021).

2. Empirical data and research methodology

In this part of the work, I will focus on the database, that is, how, from where and why
this material intended for analysis was collected. Next, the methods that provided the
basis for the analysis will be described. This is primarily a linguistic analysis of the
discourse, which focuses on the relationship between the text and the social context.
Fleischer's concept of normativity, which provided the basis for the analysis of media
texts, will be explained here. I will present a system of thematic categories (typology) and
describe each of them so that it is clear according to what I assigned the selected sayings
to certain categories. In the last part, I will analyse four data files, each of which contains
data from 12 articles from the same country at the same point in time. This means that the
first data set is War in Ukraine - Slovak media 2022, the second is War in Ukraine -
Slovak media 2024, the third is War in Ukraine - Swiss media 2022 and the last one is
War in Ukraine - Swiss Media 2024.

2.1 Database

The database of the empirical part of this work is represented by articles from various
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Slovak and Swiss print media. In both countries, three dailies were selected, which are
among the best known and most read. For this thesis, I considered it important that the
selection of media from the Slovak and Swiss media environment represent a broad
spectrum of opinions and the quality work of independent journalists. I also considered it
crucial to prevent the use of irrelevant journals such as various disinformation and
conspiracy journals. I then selected eight articles from each of the six dailies reporting on
the war in Ukraine. Four articles from each newspaper were published at the beginning of
the war, where the time span was determined to be from the date of the beginning of the
invasion on February 24, 2022 until the end of March 2022. The other four articles were
in turn selected from the present days, i.e., from the current period during which I
conducted the analysis, i.e., from the middle of May 2024 until the first two weeks of July
2024. This is because, in addition to a linguistic analysis of the discourse in these media, I
also want to address its development over time in one part of the empirical part of this
thesis. Since there was no shortage of material to examine when searching the database
for articles from the beginning of the war, it was sufficient to set the time spans at one
month and two weeks. As for articles from the current period, there were signs of a slight
decline of the topic in some newspapers compared to February 2024 and thus I needed a
larger time frame i.e., from mid-May to mid-July 2024.

In the selection of daily newspapers in Slovakia, the choice was not complicated. The
articles to be analysed will be firstly from the conservative daily Postoj. This newspaper
was founded in 2015 as a reaction to the referendum on the family, which failed (Mucka,
2018). Apart from social, political, economic and cultural issues, he openly inclines
towards Christian values. The second daily newspaper from the Slovak media space is the
daily Pravda, which was founded in 1920. In 1944-1990 it served as a press organ of the
Communist Party of Czechoslovakia and was an instrument of totalitarian propaganda.
Since 1990, it has represented left-wing ideas in the Slovak media environment
(Michelko, 2018). The third daily is Dennik N, which was founded in 2015 as an online
medium in response to the departure of part of the editorial staff from another popular
Slovak daily. This daily is primarily funded by subscriptions and advertising, is primarily
devoted to investigative reporting, and holds liberal values (Skolkay, 2022).

In the case of the Swiss dailies, the selection was a slightly more complicated. In
chapter 2.4 Cultural aspects of Switzerland, 1 discussed the specific realities of

Switzerland, based on which there is no single medium in only one official language.
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Although the state-owned SRG SSR is such a unified medium, it is still divided into four
linguistic variations. For daily newspapers it is even more complicated, as they operate at
the cantonal level and in four different languages. But there is one popular Swiss-wide
daily newspaper is the daily 20 Minuten (20 minutes in French), which is distributed in
print at train stations and bus stops. It is for free and therefore the most widely read. It is
concerned as tabloid daily. For the purposes of this thesis, I have worked with its German
version, which is the most widely read, given the linguistic conditions in Switzerland.
Another Swiss media appearing in this thesis is the daily newspaper Tages Anzeiger from
Ziirich. It is described as the supra-regional print medium in Switzerland and it is
published in German since 1893. It is a founding member of LENA (Leading European
Newspaper Alliance). 1t is considered as left-liberal daily. The third Swiss daily is Der
Bund, published in German language in the capital city of Switzerland — Bern and in the
canton of the same name. It was established in 1850 and it is considered as liberal

oriented media.

2.2 Linguistic Analysis of Discourse

For the linguistic analysis of discourse in this thesis, I have used Fleischer's (2006)
concept of normativity (die Normativik), which applies to aspects of the third reality (die
dritte Wirklichkeit) described in the theoretical section of this thesis. The concept of
normativity understands communication, regardless of its function and worldview, as
something that is constituted by a certain structure and effect. Every content of
communication is influenced by the results of normative procedures. Contents do not
directly influence normalization procedures, they can only influence them indirectly
through the accumulation of statements with a certain content (Fleischer, 2006, p. 332).
Aspects of the third reality, i.e., the cultural aspects of the given environment in which the
communicative contents are located, are responsible for the specific construction and
control of the field that is considered normal within communication. The concept of
normativity thus examines both the general systemic properties of normality and the
specific characteristics that arise from it (Fleischer, 2006, p. 333).

In this sense, according to Fleischer, it is extremely important to distinguish between
normality and norm and value. Fleischer (2006) defines normality as: “Semantic

mechanisms that are not necessarily reflected but are generally applied, accepted and thus
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valid at a given level, and by means of these mechanisms constructed and appropriately
filtered components of communication. Considered to be of a type believed to be
consensual, they are silently accepted, are not contested, are located and embedded in the
communication domain, and function as a (implicitly or explicitly applied) standard for
evaluating, standardizing, hierarchizing, interdependence-determining, and system-
providing classification of the other elements.” (Fleischer, 2006, p. 334). A norm is an
internally and externally determined property of a system, and values are sanctioned
expression-dependent variables that depend on the basic element of normativity - the
normative. Cultural values are words that express an ideal or a standard. We consider
cultural values to be valuable in themselves. They constitute the basis of the assessment,
i.e., the basis from which we qualify things, facts, or properties as valuable or worthless.
Cultural values are usually positive terms that formulate a goal, a desirable state, or a
desirable characteristic of culture. Cultural values have a firmly embedded and at the
same time broad meaning in the system of culture, thanks to which they can be used for
multiple purposes.

According to Fleischer (2006) normatives are elements that are subject to
standardization procedures and express normality and the semantization and norm that
apply to it (Fleischer, 2006, p. 338). They are the elements that make certain constructive
aspects mormal'. From a linguistic point of view, normatives are made up of nouns,
adverbs and adjectives, but we also know their more complex form which manifests itself
as sentences, syntagms, i.e., some phraseology, proverbs or sayings and ad hoc
expressions. Normative puts forward an opinion and presents it as a claim in such a way
that to challenge it would sound like an expression of ignorance or a complete absence of
reality. If we accept the norm, we identify ourselves as belonging to it, and if we do not
accept it, we will be excluded or forced to justify our position (Fleischer, 2006, pp. 338-
339). Stereotypes are evaluative judgments about certain groups and are associated with a
sense of stability and general validity. They have a specific historical and social
anchoring. Their general validity makes them a social mechanism, influencing
detoxification certain groups. Thus, stereotype means the classification of certain groups
and their representation using simplistic, unverifiable, generalizing statements that
express a set of values, judgments and assumptions about the behaviour of these groups
and their characteristics (Fleischer, 2006, pp. 344-346). Stereotypes can be identified,

revealed, subjected to critical analysis, but it is difficult to change them, because they are
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part of intuitive knowledge, i.e., the way a person "understands" the society in which he
lives (Jirdk, Kopplova 2009, p. 299-300). Oppositions are also an important discursive
element in the study of communication. They can be used in any communication and
represent the differentiation of an event and the formation of a hierarchy, distinguishing
between what is one's own and what is other’s. The term opposition refers not only to
opposites that are usually known and considered as opposites according to one's own
linguistic and cultural competence, but also opposites that are not generally known, but
nevertheless fulfil the function of opposites in some context (Fleischer, 2006, pp. 359-
360).

The analysis of discourse in this thesis will work with normatives, values, stereotypes
and contradictions, which, based on Fleischer's definition, will be sought in selected texts
from the dailies chosen for this thesis. Schneiderova (2015) is dealing in her book
Analyza diskurzu a medialni text with the Fairclough’s (2003) concept of discourse
analysis and claims that analysis of discourse in principle focuses on the relationship
between the text and the social context. Important contribution of analysis of discourse to
this thesis is precisely its contribution to the discovery of important phenomena depicted
by the text and thus reveals how the social reality of a certain social environment is
perceived or constructed (Schneiderova, 2015, p. 12). Fleischer (2006) in his book
Allgemeine Kommunikationstheorie (General theory of communication) analysis of
discourse is only interested in the possible effect of a statement that is actually present in
communicative situations, without addressing whether or not this effect was intended by
the author of the statement. For this, according to Fleischer (2006), there is no answer that
meets the scientific criteria. But it is possible to analyse the means of communication and
the communications, which are open to scientific reconstruction. From these, one can
only determine the possible influence on the participants in the communication of existing
and observable utterance practices and accordingly classify the utterance itself concerning

its communicative typical characteristics (Fleischer, 2006, p. 336).

2.3 The Category System

The system of categories, typology, represents the division of norms, stereotypes and
oppositions identified in the text into different subject areas related to the topic of the
analysed content. These subject areas represent variables. In the case of this thesis, it is

the war in Ukraine. Thus the categories will correspond to the main actors and
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phenomena of this conflict, which repeatedly appear in the texts in the form of norms,
stereotypes or oppositions. Some categories have their own subcategories, due to the
importance of a more detailed assignment of a given norm, stereotype or opposite. Values
, as such, are not categorized because they express an ideal and are valuable in
themselves. They cannot be assigned to subject areas. These are the following subject
areas, each marked with a capital letter, in the case of a subcategory, a number is assigned

to the letter.

Typology (Variables):

A UKkraine as a Nation

All statements that characterize the Ukrainian nation, their feelings, and values are listed
here. Statements that define how they live and their characteristics. Statements that refer
to Ukraine not only as a society but also as a state and an actor on the international scene
are listed here.

Al Representatives of Ukraine

All statements of Ukrainian state officials and statements about them, such as the
president or his relatives, members of the government cabinet, oligarchs, members of the
Ukrainian parliament, members of the Ukrainian armed forces, or other notable
personalities of Ukraine, are listed here.

B Russia as a Nation

All statements that characterize the Russian nation, their feelings, and values are listed
here. Statements that define how they live and their characteristics. Statements that refer
to Russia not only as a society but also as a state and an actor on the international scene
are listed here.

B1 Representatives of Russia

All statements of Russian state officials and statements about them, such as the president
or his relatives, members of the government cabinet, oligarchs, members of the Russian
parliament, members of the Russian armed forces, or other notable personalities of
Russia, are listed here.

C Ukraine — Russia Relationship

All information describing the relationship between Ukraine and Russia, including
historical developments before the start of the war in February 2022, is listed here.

D West and Western Representatives
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This category includes all statements about representatives and organizations of the
collective West, such as the states of the European Union (EU) and the EU itself, the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), the USA, and others.

D1 West - Russia Relationship

All specific statements regarding the relationship and development between the West and
the Russian Federation are listed in this category.

D2 West - Ukraine Relationship

This category includes all specific statements regarding the relationship and its
development between the West and Ukraine, especially those on the political level, such
as military, financial, humanitarian, and other aid.

E War

All general statements about the war in Ukraine are listed here.

E1 Migration

All statements related to the war in Ukraine about migration and refugees are listed here.
E2 Front

All statements connected to the war in Ukraine, specifically to what is happening on the
front, are listed here.

E3 Negotiations

Here are all statements related to the war in Ukraine, specifically to negotiations and
summits about the war and its possible termination.

F Slovakia — conflict relationship

Here are all statements that characterize the Slovak nation, its feelings, and values . They
define how they live and their characteristics. Statements that refer to Slovakia not only as
a society but also as a state and an actor on the international scene are listed here.

F1 Slovakia — Ukraine relationship

This category includes all specific statements regarding the relationship and its
development between Slovakia and Ukraine, especially those on the political level, such
as military, financial, humanitarian, and other aid.

F2 Representatives of Slovakia

All statements of Slovak state officials and statements about them, such as the president
or prime minister, members of the government cabinet, members of the Slovak
parliament, members of the Slovak armed forces, or other notable personalities of

Slovakia, are listed here.
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G Switzerland — conflict relationship

All statements that characterize the Swiss nation, their feelings, and values are listed here.
Statements that define how they live and their characteristics. Statements that refer to
Switzerland not only as a society but also as a state and an actor on the international scene
are listed here.

G1 Switzerland — Ukraine relationship

This category includes all specific statements regarding the relationship and its
development between Switzerland and Ukraine, especially those on the political level,
such as military, financial, humanitarian, and other aid.

G2 Representatives of Switzerland

All statements of Swiss state officials and statements about them, such as the president of
the Federal Council and its members, the Federal chancellor, members of the Swiss
parliament, members of the Swiss armed forces, or other notable personalities of
Switzerland, are listed here.

H — Third countries

All statements involving third countries, their representatives, and nations are listed here.
Statements defining their engagement and relationship to the war in Ukraine and the
actors of this war themselves. These countries are all other countries that do not fall under
categories A, B, D, F, and G.

I — Others

All other statements could not be assigned to the above categories.

It is necessary to note that if a statement was classified directly in the main category D or
E, it was impossible to classify it in the subgroups of these two categories, i.e., categories

D1, D2, El, E2, and E3.

2.4 Data analysis

As already mentioned, the analysis of the obtained data will now follow. The order of
the individual groups is as follows - first, the Slovak media will be analysed in 2022 and
then in 2024. Then follows the analysis of the Swiss press, first from 2022 and then from
2024.
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2.4.1 The War in Ukraine in Slovak Media in 2022
Slovak media started reporting on the beginning of the military conflict in Ukraine

immediately after it began. The Slovak media in the analysed texts began to call the
outbreak of armed conflict the term war from the very beginning, and it was this term that
dominated the majority of the analysed texts. On the other hand, logically, calls for peace
also began to appear, but to a half lesser extent than was the case with the term war. In the
analysed texts, the terms aggressor and aggression or war crime also appeared to a higher
degree, and these terms were directly associated with the Russian Federation or Vladimir
Putin. International law and law as such were also a more frequently repeated expression.
In general, Slovak texts also worked with the concept of pan-Slavism, brotherhood, and
friendship, which underline the shock of the war between two Slavic nations considered

to be one of the closest to each other.

Ukraine as a nation and its representatives

Ukraine as a country and a nation was depicted in Slovak texts as the weaker,
smaller, innocent and suffering country that practically has no chance to withstand this
war: "A classic example of an unprovoked aggressive war of conquest by a large country
against a small neighbouring country, which did not harm the big one in any way, did not
intend to did not harm her and did not pose a threat to her." (SK 2022 Text 2).
Comparisons with the Russian Federation appeared very often, and all the reasons why
Ukraine has no chance to withstand this attack on its own were emphasized. Ukraine is
given labels such as a buffer zone or a neutral state dependent on Western aid or at the
mercy of Russia. Despite not much hope regarding the future of Ukraine, statements and
convictions appeared that the West will certainly not leave Ukraine alone in this matter.
"...America and NATO will not simply look at the television screens and calmly watch
what is happening in Ukraine." (SK 2022 Text 9). Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelensky was mentioned minimally in the analysed texts, in the sense that he probably

won't be able to get Ukraine into NATO.

Russia as a nation and its representatives

In the context of the war, Russia is mentioned as a clear aggressor, which, unlike

Ukraine, is a bigger and more powerful neighbour. There is a general narrative that
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Russia violates all international laws and commits war crimes and is the biggest security
threat not only to Ukraine and Europe but to the whole world. The analysed texts put
Russia in the position of an outsider: "The united attitude of almost the entire world
against Russia is a fact." (SK 2022 Text 2). In the texts, there is concern about security
from a possible conflict between Russia and NATO, but the fact that countries that are not
part of NATO are most threatened by Russia is often emphasized. There are many
statements mentioning the Russian population's disapproval of Vladimir Putin's actions in
the form of fleeing Russia: "Because he knows very well that from there too - from
Putin's Russia - people are leaving in droves towards the West." (SK 2022 Text 6). The
person of Vladimir Putin is mentioned the most in the articles as the main cause of the
whole war. There is a high level of hatred towards him, which reflects the disillusionment
of the Slovak media with the start of the war. Putin is the most emotional part of the
analysed texts which arouses anger and at the same time hopelessness and helplessness
towards his actions: "Vladimir, we know that you can kill us all at any time, you have
enough nuclear warheads for that" (SK 2022 Text 4). He is described as a criminal, a
tyrant and a tiny man. Rage and hatred alternate with threats against his person, such as,
"...it is in the interest of the civilized world and in the interest of the West to start a
confrontation, a tough, serious confrontation with Putin..." (SK 2022 Text 9). Other
statements take the form of predictions that do not predict a bright heroic future for Putin:
"And this war will certainly prove to be the end of Putin, the end of the Putin regime."
(SK 2022 Text 9). Probably the most emotional statement in the analysed texts was a
well-known quotation by the then current President of the Czech Republic, Milo§ Zeman:
"The 'madman in the Kremlin' must, according to him, be isolated and not defended

against with words alone" (SK 2022 Text 11).

Ukraine — Russia relationship

The relationship between Ukraine and Russia is discussed in the articles mainly
from a historical point of view. The Budapest Memorandum signed in 1994, which was
supposed to guarantee Ukraine's inviolability and territorial integrity from Russia in
return for giving up nuclear weapons (SK 2022 Text 8), is mentioned, and then some texts
also discuss the beginning of the conflict, i.e., the revolution in Kiev and the annexation
of Crimea in 2014 (SK 2022 Text 1). The relationship between the two countries is often

described by the term brotherhood, even in times of military conflict: 'He behaved in a
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brotherly manner, embracing his younger Slavic brother, the Ukrainian, in the name of
the great Slavic brother of the Russian. Like Cain to Abel." (SK 2022 Text 2) and
mentions the fact that Russians and Ukrainians are each other's closest relatives. In the
relationship between these two countries, the violation of international law is mentioned
once again: "Russia's aggression against Ukraine is a violation of international law." (SK

2022 Text 1).

West, its representatives and its relations with Russia and Ukraine

In the articles, the West is mentioned, firstly, either as a whole and referred to in
terms such as the civilised world and the world to which we belong, and then as
organisations such as NATO, which is referred to as the West's main defence against
Russia. Statements in the articles indicate serious concerns about a clash between NATO
and Russia: "This would mean that we would have to shoot down Russian planes, i.e.,
open war between NATO and Russia." (SK 2022 Text 4) or "Neither alliance will enter
the war unless it is directly attacked." (SK 2022 Text 6), which in the articles also contain
numerous calls for the initiation of armaments and accusations that the West failed to
prevent the war: "The West failed to deter Russia from attacking Ukraine with the threat
of subsequent sanctions." (SK 2022 Text 4). The analysis of the texts also reveals that the
West, and particularly NATO, is concerned about the consequences of supporting
Ukraine: "Although we did not deter Russia from attacking Ukraine, Russia is
successfully deterring us, the West, and NATO from providing more active military
assistance to Ukraine." (SK 2022 Text 4). There is also a conviction that Europeans must
prepare to bear the financial costs that will be related to helping Ukraine and building a
strong defence of the West, which also does not bring relief to the listener from Slovakia.
In the case of the relationship between the West and Ukraine, the articles indicate that it
will likely be impossible for Ukraine to become a member of either NATO or the EU in

the near future.

War - migration, events on front and negotiations

War is one of the most frequently mentioned terms in the articles. Opinions on it
vary, especially regarding how long it will last. Some articles state that it cannot last long,
while others express uncertainty about when it will actually end. There is also a statement

claiming: "In this war, the Russian Federation will suffer a serious and terrible defeat."
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(SK 2022 Text 9) and that this war signifies the end of Putin. The term "war" is also
associated with concerns that it could escalate due to an attack on NATO, which would
mean that Slovakia would also be involved in the war. There is a statement, which claims:
"We are at war, we must think in military terms." (SK 2022 Text 10). Another
emotionally charged term mentioned in the articles is "nuclear war." War is linked to the
migration of people fleeing from it, which Slovak media also notice: "More and more
Ukrainians are crossing the EU borders." (SK 2022 Text 5), contrasting this with the fact
that during the 2014 conflict, most Ukrainians from eastern Ukraine fled to Russia. In
relation to the war, Slovak media also discuss the situation on the front lines, writing
about the weapons and other assistance Ukraine needs to prevent its defence from
collapsing: "We should initiate (...) massive deliveries of military equipment and advisors
(...)" (SK 2022 Text 10). It is evident that migration and the situation on the front lines are

important topics in Slovak media articles, as Slovakia shares a direct border with Ukraine.

Slovakia - its representatives, relationship to conflict and to Ukraine
Slovakia is clearly identified in the articles as a member of NATO and the
collective West, yet statements highlighting the fact that a portion of Slovak society
harbours pro-Russian sentiments still appear: "Many in Slovakia also long for a brotherly
Russian embrace." (SK 2022 Text 2), including some members of the Slovak political
representation: "Fortunately, we are not a neutral country, as many, especially our
opportunistic opposition politicians, would wish." (SK 2022 Text 6). The texts reflect
strong concerns that Slovakia could become a neighbouring country to Russia and
mention that Slovakia will have to get used to greater responsibility for its own security:
"In any case, no one from outside will come to save us if we don't make an effort
ourselves." (SK 2022 Text 3). The texts mention the solidarity of Slovaks with Ukrainians

but also express that over time, this solidarity may diminish.

Third countries and their relations to conflict

In this context, the article particularly mentions post-Soviet countries that have
experienced Russian aggression, as they have shown interest in joining the EU: "Notice:
Putin always intervened where post-Soviet countries sought to deepen economic
cooperation with the European Union" (SK 2022 Text 10). However, it is often claimed

that almost the entire world is against Russia.
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Others

This group includes statements that could be classified as general expressions
concerning the new reality that Slovakia is facing, specifically statements rejecting
violent border changes and asserting that it is necessary to accept the reality and not

attempt to change it through force.

2.4.2 The war in Ukraine in Slovak media in 2024

In the analysis of Slovak articles from 2024, it emerges that terms such as peace,
peace process, or peace plan appear very frequently. War is also frequently mentioned,
often with the adjectives Russian or cold. Additionally, security, including nuclear
security, is commonly discussed. There is also considerable mention of international law,
international order, and norms and rules violated in this conflict. The texts contain several
statements about democracy, including liberal democracy. The terms victory, sovereignty,

and nation also appear multiple times.

Ukraine as a nation

Ukraine is mentioned as a country under attack. This victim is effectively
defending itself against the aggressor. There is a frequent presentation of the view that
only Ukraine should decide when and under what conditions to conclude peace:
"Ukrainian allies should primarily state openly that while the final decision on any peace
or ceasefire must be made by Kyiv" (SK 2024 Text 10). The suffering of the country’s
population, who face daily Russian shelling, is also noted: "Anyone staying in the city
realizes that tomorrow it could hit their home, their loved ones." (SK 2024 Text 8).
Ukraine is portrayed as a country that proudly and persistently fights for its future and
democracy, and its ability to deal with occupying forces is praised: "There is either
democracy or non-democracy, and Ukraine’s ability to drive out the murderers is as
valuable to those with conservative agendas as it is to liberals — as anyone who has ever
lived in a totalitarian state can confirm." (SK 2024 Text 10). However, it is also
mentioned that without Western assistance, Ukraine would not be able to defend itself.
The country is also facing a shortage of soldiers, and it is noted that prisoners have been
recruited in Ukraine. However, Ukrainian officials are convinced that: "The motivation of

our prisoners is stronger than that of regular soldiers" (SK 2024 Text 12). Several plans
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are mentioned on how to assist Ukraine with its post-war recovery: "...he mentioned that
companies need to be given business reasons to invest and spoke about Ukraine’s
potential in sectors including renewable energy, IT, and the pharmaceutical industry."
(SK 2024 Text 4). The president Zelensky is mentioned as the one who will have to
negotiate with Russia and seek compromises sooner or later: "Kyiv will have to be ready
for a 'difficult compromise' if it wants to end the war, added the Saudi Arabian Foreign

Minister" (SK 2024 Text 7).

Russia as a nation

Russia is mentioned in the articles as part of the conflict and as an aggressor. It is
repeatedly stated that without negotiations with Russia, the conflict cannot be resolved,
that negotiations without Russia are pointless, and especially for the often-mentioned
reason: "Putin's Russia will not voluntarily leave the conquered territories." (SK 2024
Text 1). Russia is perceived as wanting to dictate the terms of peace also because it is
blackmailing Ukraine and the world with the unstable situation in the nuclear power plant
it occupies. Putin and his regime are described as dictatorial, criminal, and extortionate,
dictating their terms to Ukraine. He threatens Western countries: "Putin also says that if
Ukrainians use German weapons on Russian soil, relations between Germany and Russia
will be destroyed." (SK 2024 Text 9). Statements in the articles also indicate that Putin
does not have much time left and that "Contrary to the general belief that 'Putin has time,'
he actually urgently needs to consolidate Russia's military advantage in Ukraine." (SK

2024 Text 3).

Ukraine Russia relationship

The relationship between these two countries is mentioned in a historical context,
especially their shared Soviet history and the dissolution of the Soviet Union: "...Russia's
geopolitical position has diminished after the collapse of the USSR and the more
autonomous actions of Ukraine, Kazakhstan, and other republics" (SK 2024 Text 1). It is
emphasized that Russians and Ukrainians are not the same: "We must show that we are
not the same as the Russians," said Petrenko (SK 2024 Text 12). Generally, it is expected
that the relationship between Ukraine and Russia will eventually lead to an agreement to

end the conflict.
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West, its representatives and its relations with Russia and Ukraine

The West is mentioned as a key supporter of Ukraine and a supplier of weapons
for the Ukrainian army. Western leaders are described as those giving Ukraine free rein to
decide what a just peace means for it and under what conditions it will make peace with
Russia: "The leader of European diplomacy, Josep Borrell, declared that the aggressor
'cannot dictate the terms of peace." (SK 2024 Text 11). Western leaders are also
mentioned as those trying to pressure Russia and help Ukraine overcome Russia. The
West is portrayed very critically in relation to Russia and Putin: "He does not ask for
negotiations, he asks for capitulation," US Vice President Harris said (SK 2024 Text 7).
The concept of a new Cold War between Russia and the West is mentioned, as well as
that Russia represents the greatest security threat to the West. However, according to the
articles, the West does not have a long-term strategy to support Ukraine, even though the
increased level of support, unimaginable at the start of the conflict, is emphasized: "The
West has intensified its support for Ukraine to a level that was unthinkable at the

beginning of the invasion." (SK 2024 Text 9).

War - migration, events on front and negotiations

The war is described in the analysed articles as great, brutal, and costly—
something that cannot be accustomed to and something that requires a demanding
compromise. The statement, "If you want peace, prepare for war, is an old proverb and
undoubtedly a stern message for some." (SK 2024 Text 2) complements this portrayal of
war in the analyzed articles. The war and its cause are directly linked to Russia: "If Russia
were interested in peace, there would be no war." (SK 2024 Text 7). Migration related to
the war is not mentioned, but developments on the front are. Falling bombs that threaten
the homes of ordinary Ukrainians and especially the shelling of the nuclear power plant
are mentioned. The gradual cessation of the use of Western weapons on the Russian side
of the front is most frequently noted: "The lifting of the ban on the use of weapons made
by the West against legitimate targets in Russia is therefore not only very important but
also morally correct." (SK 2024 Text 6). Concerning the war, there is significant mention
of the need for negotiations to end it. The peace summit in Lucerne, Switzerland, is
particularly mentioned;. However, it is referred to by the media as a peace summit, it is
portrayed as a summit that will not bring peace: "From the beginning, it was clear that

this summit would not immediately bring peace to Ukraine." (SK 2024 Text 11).
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According to the views presented in the articles, this is also because Russia did not

participate in the summit.

Slovakia - its representatives, relationship to conflict and to Ukraine

Slovakia is mentioned as part of NATO, which should start allocating more
financial resources to its defence. It is noted that Slovak interests must be based on
supporting Ukraine: "We all need to support Ukraine in various ways because its security
is our security." (SK 2024 Text 2). The articles also contain criticism of the current
Slovak government, which is described as "collaborative": "Slovakia faces a serious
choice: either it will fight for what our parents, grandparents, dissidents, and victims of
communism and fascism endured and fought for, or it will continue to collaborate with

the evil that the current Slovak government has begun." (SK 2024 Text 1).

Switzerland — its representatives, relationship to conflict and Ukraine

Switzerland is also mentioned in Slovak articles as the host of the first summit on
the road to peace. On this occasion, Swiss President Viola Amherd was also mentioned in
the analysed Slovak media articles: "Swiss President Viola Amherd and Saudi Arabian
Foreign Minister Faisal bin Farhan pointed out in their speeches that any peace process

with hope for success must also involve Russia." (SK 2024 Text 7).

Third Countries

The countries most frequently mentioned in the analysed articles were China and
Saudi Arabia, which were discussed as potential mediators of the military conflict.
However, China is depicted as not neutral because it sides Russia and is not seen as a
suitable candidate for this role: "China is not a neutral arbiter, and therefore is not a viable
mediator for Ukraine today." (SK 2024 Text 3). Saudi Arabia is attributed much greater

'

chances, partly because: "...Saudi Arabia has the best chances, not only because it has
sufficient international weight to play such a role, but also because it has good relations
with both warring states." (SK 2024 Text 3). The Kenyan President was also mentioned,
who has tried to maintain neutral views and condemned Russia's attack on Ukraine, while

also criticizing the freezing of Russian assets in the West.

Others
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Statements that are not categorized but are essential in this analysis are the
traditional mutual criticisms between conservatives and liberals regarding their views on
this conflict: "In the era of culture wars, anything labelled as 'liberal' is immediately a red

flag for conservatives." (SK 2024 Text 10).

2.4.3 The war in Ukraine in Swiss media in 2022

Swiss media began reporting on the conflict on the first day it started. From the
beginning, it has been referred to in Swiss media as a war initiated by Vladimir Putin. In
the analysed articles from 2022 in Swiss media, the most frequently mentioned terms are
war, war crimes, war law, territorial aggressive war, and fear. This reflects the shock this
conflict has also caused in the Swiss media environment. The articles also increasingly
use terms like peace, humanitarian aid, and assistance. The term neutrality is mentioned
multiple times, and there is intense discussion about international law and European
values. Less frequently, terms such as nation, sovereignty, solidarity, democracy, and
defense appear. Switzerland is also often referred to as "our country." Terms such as

friendship, courage, hope, patience, and humanity also appear rarely.

Ukraine as a nation

Ukraine is portrayed in the articles as an invaded country that is dependent on EU
aid. Its people are assessed by the Swiss media as courageous, professing European
values. It is a nation that has long resisted pressure from its larger neighbour and has had
much experience of various kinds of aggression. Still, there is also the statement that: "To
many people, Ukrainians are just ordinary workers'. (CH 2022 Text 4). The articles
mention President Volodymyr Zelensky, who relied on Swiss assistance to mediate
negotiations for ending the war. He is also noted as a skilled orator who can persuade the
masses, and especially the West, to come to his aid: "He tries to turn this unease into
concrete fear when he speaks about the Baltic states being next, and that Putin could

advance as far as the Berlin Wall." (CH 2022 Text 5).

Russia as a nation
Russia is mentioned in the articles as the aggressor and as a country that has

trampled on international law and committed gross violations of human and other rights.
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Swiss media are harsh in their statements about Russia and its representatives: "This is
geopolitical terrorism, pure and simple." (CH 2022 Text 9). Russia is described as an
oligarchic system with which all economic relations must be severed. The person of
Vladimir Putin is mentioned in the articles as responsible for the entire war. Generally, he
is criticized for exerting pressure on Ukraine and the West, and his untouchability is also
highlighted: "According to international law expert Matthias Hartwig, it is practically
impossible for Vladimir Putin to end up in the dock because of the Ukraine war." (CH
2022 Text 12). Putin is perceived as someone who wants to protect Russians living in

Ukraine.

Ukraine Russia relationship

The relationship between Ukraine and Russia is described in the articles from a
historical perspective, seeking to identify the point at which disagreements between
Russia and Ukraine began to escalate. Their relationship is also illustrated by the later
Minsk Agreements of 2014 when the international community attempted to resolve the
conflict in Donbas: "The Minsk agreements were supposed to bring peace to the war that
had been raging in eastern Ukraine for years." (CH 2022 Text 7). However, as mentioned
in the articles, these agreements failed, resulting in deteriorated relations between Russia
and Ukraine, eventually leading to war. Additionally, the articles include various
statements suggesting that Russians and Ukrainians like each other: "‘They would not
dare invade Ukraine, Russians love Ukrainians,” assured another source" (CH 2022 Text

2), and Swiss media contrast this with reality.

West, its representatives, and its relations with Russia and Ukraine

The West is mentioned in the articles primarily as Europe and America. The need
to stick together is frequently highlighted: "Europe must stand together. Switzerland is
part of it." (CH 2022 Text 1). Although Switzerland is not a NATO member:
"Switzerland is not a NATO state, but it cannot escape the geopolitical risks (...)" (CH
2022 Text 6). It is clear that Swiss media view Switzerland as part of the West and
support all Western institutions tasked with stopping the war. International courts and the
UN are mentioned. European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen is noted as
calling for the cessation of the war. There is also a claim that some people view

Americans as the real villains and should reconsider this opinion: "Those who have given
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the impression that the danger exclusively comes from the supposedly evil Americans or
NATO must come to their senses." (CH 2022 Text 3). The relationship between the West
and Russia is discussed through the Minsk Agreements and Russia's position on the UN
Security Council. It is also mentioned that Russia mostly ignores Western institutions.
The relationship between Ukraine and the West is also discussed concerning various
international courts and institutions. Still, it is emphasized that Ukraine often ignores
these courts as well: "Even if the ICJ were to — as requested by Ukraine — determine that
Russia is unjustly accusing Kyiv of genocide, it would likely have no practical

consequences." (CH 2022 Text 12).

War - migration, events on front and negotiations

The articles mention an urgent plea for the immediate end of the war, which is a
violation of international law. The articles discuss children who have to get used to the
war: "It is distressing to have to explain the war to children..." (CH 2022 Text 3).
Sanctions do not have a significant impact on the war, but it is necessary to block all
Russian funds used to finance the war, because: "By hesitating or standing aside,
Switzerland would not only tolerate Russian aggression but also finance it." (CH 2022
Text 3). Against such a violation of international law, neutrality is ineffective, the articles
state: "Putin's war against Ukraine is a blatant breach of international law." (CH 2022
Text 1). In the early Swiss articles about the war, there is a strongly positive attitude
towards refugees fleeing the conflict. Statements such as: "(...) Switzerland must be open
to Ukrainian refugees." (CH 2022 Text 3) and "We help everyone" (CH 2022 Text 4) are
mentioned. For every refugee, the reason for fleeing is the same - the war. The articles
about people fleeing the war state that they have to travel a very long distance and face
numerous threats if they stay at home. The situation on the front is not mentioned at all,
but there are calls for negotiations between the hostile countries: "We must try to live
together in peace somehow" (CH 2022 Text 8). According to the statements published in
the articles, at least a ceasefire should be achieved, as expecting immediate peace is

impossible.

Switzerland — its representatives, relationship to conflict and to Ukraine
In the articles, there are several calls for how Switzerland, as a neutral country,

should act. Sanctions must be imposed because the hesitation of the Federal Council only

39



helps the aggressor, and Switzerland must demand the end of the war: "One can indeed
invoke neutrality, but one should not forget that our neutral country owes its existence to
those who fought against the dictatorship of the Third Reich (...)" (CH 2022 Text 1).
Statements in the articles mention the state of the Swiss army and call for an increase in
the number of soldiers and greater armament because "The army is there to protect and
defend the population against possible external attacks." (CH 2022 Text 6). It is claimed
that Switzerland could contribute to de-escalating the conflict through its neutrality (CH
2022 Text 8), and also because good traditional relations with both warring states are
mentioned: "We have a good relationship with Ukraine and traditionally also with Russia,
but it would have to be accepted by these parties that we are involved here." (CH 2022
Text 8). Furthermore, the articles mention the Ukrainian diaspora living in Switzerland,
which is urging the Federal Council to immediately impose sanctions against the Russian
Federation (CH 2022 Text 1). The political representation is portrayed as determined to
act against Russia's actions together with the West, but some parts of the political
spectrum still strongly emphasize maintaining neutrality: "The SVP also condemns the
acts of war, but especially now, the principle of neutrality must be paramount." (CH 2022
Text 3). Some politicians, according to the articles, are trying to gain political capital
from the war (CH 2022 Text 6). However, the political representation is united in their
efforts to help refugees: "Everyone from left to right agreed that Switzerland must be
open to Ukrainian refugees." (CH 2022 Text 3).

2.4.4 The war in Ukraine in Swiss media in 2024

In the analysis of articles from Swiss media in 2024, the term peace is frequently
mentioned and associated with various other expressions that support ending the conflict.
The peace process, peace talks, and sustainable and just peace in Ukraine are mentioned.
The term war also appears often, along with war crimes and the Ukrainian war, but these
are not the dominant terms in the analysed articles. Victory and various types of law—
from national to European to international—are also mentioned more frequently. The

articles often mention freedom, security, solidarity, and sovereignty.

UKkraine as a nation

Ukraine is mentioned as a country whose population still believes in victory and
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should be enabled to achieve it by providing adequate military aid. Ukraine is also
discussed concerning corruption, with several calls for Ukrainian representatives to
urgently start reforms: "In the entire Ukraine, corruption must be pushed back, human
rights protection and the rule of law must be strengthened." (CH 2024 Text 3). Ukraine
should have the right to strike targets on Russian territory to prevent attacks on its own
population. There are demands for Ukraine to regain control over all nuclear reactors and
restore access to both the Sea of Azov and the Black Sea as it was before the war.
Another important topic in Swiss media is the return of deported children and Ukrainian

soldiers back to Ukraine (CH 2024 Text 8).

Russia as nation

Russia is mentioned in the articles as a country against which Europe must arm
itself and be prepared for any scenario. It is referenced in the context of destroying
infrastructure in Ukraine and also in the sense that it likes to show off its new weapons:
"Russia likes to make a big fuss when it comes to new weapons." (CH 2024 Text 4). Putin
1S mentioned in relation to his ultimatums to Ukraine, such as demands to surrender
occupied territories and withdraw from NATO. Putin is seen as someone who does not
want to withdraw from Ukraine and is therefore perceived as not interested in ending the
war. Despite this, there is frequent mention of the fact that Russia should be at the table in
any future peace conference: "Russia must be at the table in the next conference." (CH
2024 Text 1). Putin is perceived in the articles as the greatest threat to Europe, and if he
wins in Ukraine, he will make Europe much more dangerous than it is now. (CH 2024

Text 2).

Ukraine Russia relationship
The relationship between Russia and Ukraine is perceived in the articles as

irreconcilable, even though there are statements suggesting that Ukraine should consider
initiating negotiations with Russia. To demonstrate Putin's view on thew relationship
between these two countries, his statement is mentioned: "‘We urge to turn this tragic
page of history and step by step restore the unity between Russia and Ukraine and Europe
in general,” said Putin." (CH 2024 Text 6). Ukraine is demanding the return of its children
and soldiers from Russia. (CH 2024 Text 8).
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West, its representatives and its relations with Russia and Ukraine

The West is mentioned in the 2024 articles as continuing to support Ukraine in its
fight against Russia. Statements have been published such as: "(...) Ukraine must have the
opportunity to 'neutralize' bases used for attacks in Russia" (CH 2024 Text 5),
demonstrating the West's readiness to stand by Ukraine. Various studies are presented,
showing that while some countries might prefer Ukraine to lay down its arms and reach
peace with Russia, other Western nations refuse to accept Ukraine's surrender. According
to Swiss media, most Europeans do not believe in Ukraine's victory. There are concerns
in the West due to Putin's statements that arms supplies are making the West a party to the
conflict; however, several Western officials refute this: "NATO will not, in a legal sense,
make itself a party to the conflict" (CH 2024 Text 12). The articles also publish threats
from Russia and its representatives: "Western countries supplying weapons for attacks on
Russian soil would face consequences" (CH 2024 Text 9). Despite this, all states
belonging to the collective West exclude the possibility of war with Russia. The articles
emphasize that the West is pushing Ukraine towards legal reforms and anti-corruption

efforts so that it can become a full member of the EU and NATO after the war.

War - migration, events on the front and negotiations

These articles mention the war will only end when both sides come to terms or
when one side wins and imposes peace on the other. (CH 2024 Text 2). The war is
attributed to Putin, and there are ongoing concerns about a potential nuclear version of it.
The situation on the front line is also discussed—there are mentions of fighter jets
promised to Ukraine by Western allies and the possibility of intervening on Russian
territory. Stories about soldiers on the front line are included to give the Swiss an
understanding of the conditions there. "Yet an end is not in sight, and we must continue to
fight for our freedom." (CH 2024 Text 11) similar statements convey the desperate and
complicated situation on the front line, which is the daily reality for the soldiers fighting
there. A peace summit held in June in Lucerne, Switzerland, is mentioned as the first
attempt to resolve the conflict at the negotiating table, with the media describing it as a
summit that Russia cannot ignore. Statesmen from the West and other countries
participated, but it is noted that neither Russia nor China attended, leading to some voices
suggesting that the summit is pointless: “The fact that Saudi Arabia and the BRICS

countries did not sign the final declaration is likely related to China, with whom they do
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not want to fall out.” (CH 2024 Text 8). However, it is also mentioned that future

negotiations should include Russia.

Switzerland - its representatives, relationship to conflict and Ukraine

Swiss politicians appear in the articles as the organizers of the peace summit in
Lucerne. They are portrayed as those who care about demonstrating Switzerland's
diplomatic skills while maintaining their neutrality. The Swiss President declared: "We
will not be able to negotiate or even announce peace for Ukraine today (...)" (CH 2024
Text 1). However, some articles criticized them nonetheless for the summit's lack of
success: "The final statement is also sensitive for Viola Amherd and Ignazio Cassis. If it
is too vague, criticism will arise that nothing was achieved at the Biirgenstock." (CH 2024
Text 1). The Swiss party SVP is mentioned in the articles as a strong advocate for

maintaining neutrality.

Third Countries

In this group, former Soviet republics are mentioned and described in the articles
as victims of Russia's aggressive policies, which have tried to change their borders
through force: "In the Baltics, Moldova, and Georgia, the Kremlin is already actively
trying to shift borders and expand Russian influence." (CH 2024 Text 2). Saudi Arabia
and China are also mentioned, with China depicted as trying to dissuade other third
countries from participating in the summit. Third countries were generally not mentioned

very often and did not play the same role in the analysed texts as Western countries.

3. Results

In this chapter, I will summarize the results of the discourse analysis and create an
overall media image of the war in Ukraine as presented in Slovak media, while also
looking for potential changes in the interpretation of the war over time. I will then
reconstruct this media image in the section on Swiss texts, where I will also compare
changes over time. Finally, I will compare the results of the Slovak media analysis with
those of the Swiss media as a whole. This comparison should provide insight into the
similarities or differences in the media environments of these two countries. I will also
connect the results with the realities of the countries and other factors that may influence

the nature and character of the examined media content.
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3.1 The war in Ukraine in Slovak Print Media

"We are at war." "Europe is at war." "On Thursday, Putin started a world war in
which Russia will suffer defeat." This is how Slovak dailies, analysed in this thesis, began
reporting on the conflict immediately after it started. Based on text analysis, it can be
asserted that the main feature of all analysed articles in Slovak media is the strong sense
of the conflict's proximity, both physically and culturally. Ukraine is a neighbouring state
and also an integral part of Slovak history, so it was expected that this topic would evoke
unprecedented turmoil, fear, and uncertainty in Slovak society. The Slovak society
identifies as Slavic - both linguistically and culturally - and based on this, the conflict
between two other Slavic nations is perceived more sensitively. In the articles from
selected Slovak media, there was a clear distinction between the aggressor and the victim
in this war. Russia, as a country, with which Slovakia also has rich historical experiences,
is portrayed mostly negatively.

Evidently, the Slovak media analysed in this thesis managed to differentiate
between good and evil in this conflict and subsequently present it to the media audience
in this manner. Various lines of historical development were presented, from the
dissolution of the Soviet Union, which significantly impacted the formation of Slovak
society's history in then Czechoslovakia. The so-called Budapest Memorandum was
mentioned extensively, which was supposed to guarantee that such a conflict between
Ukraine and Russia would never start, and subsequent comments on the revolutions in
Ukraine in 2004 and 2014, which strained relations with the Russian regime. These events
are generally known in Slovakia, but the analysis of political developments in Ukraine in
the texts showed an effort to explain and understand the conflict in a deeper context. At
the beginning of the conflict, the texts had a high degree of uncertainty, hopelessness, and
fear. The articles tried, on the one hand, to explain to the audience why this war started
and what to expect from it, but with a high degree of uncertainty and many statements
about the brutal conquest war or Russian aggression. According to the analysis, it seems
that to calm the demanding security situation, the analysed dailies used arguments about
Slovakia's belonging to the West and emphasized the fact that Slovakia is a member of
both NATO and the EU and is, therefore part of a larger and more powerful entity that
does not need to fear an attack from Putin’s Russia. There was a certain differentiation
between the citizens of NATO countries, Slovaks, and the others: "Russia is a threat to

those countries that are not members of NATO." (SK 2022 Text 2). According to similar
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statements, Slovaks should feel safe. Despite this, Vladimir Putin is portrayed in the
articles as very dangerous, unpredictable, aggressive, and warlike, a criminal who
trampled international law: "(...) even many who did not see it before now see under the
mask of a rational, though tough, but stable and predictable statesman is the face of a
bloody tyrant and criminal." (SK 2022 Text 2). Therefore, even calming the public with
statements about our NATO membership may not have been enough to keep Slovak
society calm if it is aware that a few hundred kilometers east, an army led by a "bloody
tyrant," who is also armed with nuclear weapons and is not afraid to use them against the
collective West, is raging. At the beginning of the conflict, the analyzed Slovak media did
not give Ukraine much chance of successfully defending against this aggression if it were
to fight alone. Of course, from the beginning, it was mentioned that the West, and thus
Slovakia, would help Ukraine manage this attack. The Slovak media present Western
support for Ukraine as something inevitable and point out the direct connection between
this support for Ukraine and Slovakia's existence in a safe, peaceful, and democratic
Europe: "We all must support Ukraine in various ways because its security is our
security." (SK 2024 Text 2). In this sense, the media tried to explain to the Slovak media
audience how much our future depends on this support and, therefore, in addition to
discussing the war in general, also focused directly on the events on the front lines and
what weapons Ukraine would needed from the West to defend itself against Russia.
Slovakia itself donated a large number of weapons to Ukraine, including old Russian
fighter jets, and this topic was frequently discussed in Slovakia. Although Slovakia is a
country bordering Ukraine, the articles in this analysis did not cover migration as
intensively as might be expected. Due to the cultural and linguistic closeness between
Slovakia and Ukraine, Ukrainian refugees were not portrayed as a security threat.
Sympathy was consistently expressed for the people from Ukraine. While at the
beginning of the conflict, there was an undeniable sense of disillusionment and fear of
war, in articles from 2024, there is a noticeable hope or rather a call for seeking some
peace agreement. In the articles from 2024, the topic of the peace conference in Lucerne,
Switzerland, also dominated. This was because it was the most discussed event related to
the war in Ukraine during the months in which the analysed articles were published. This
event created a small intersection between the two examined countries, with Switzerland
and its representatives appearing to some extent in Slovak articles. These peace meetings

were welcomed, but the overall narrative in Slovak media was that there would be no
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peace in Ukraine without negotiations with Russia. This sentiment was echoed by the
Swiss president and the Saudi foreign minister, who were quoted by Slovak media in
connection with the conference: "Swiss President Viola Amherd or Saudi Foreign
Minister Faisal bin Farhan noted in their speeches that any peace process with a hope for
success must also include Russia." (SK 2024 Text 7). However, there is an emphasis that
peace must not be imposed or disadvantageous for Ukraine because, in the end, only
Ukraine can decide what a just peace means for it. Support for Ukraine in the analysed
articles has not diminished; the analysed media express the same level of support for
Ukraine in 2024 as two years ago, and there are no signs of its decline. It is evident that
Slovak media approached this topic from a moral-value perspective, where the main
values are democracy, freedom, independence, law, equality, and other values, which are
important elements of liberal democracy and the entire free world, to which Slovak media
undoubtedly align themselves. Although the analysed articles came from three different
newspapers representing various viewpoints, all three maintained the same level of
support for Ukraine from the beginning till nowadays. Differences arose in opinions about
when and under what conditions Ukraine should make peace, but none of the media
openly supported the conditions and ultimatums set by Russia. It can thus be concluded
that despite the natural fear and uncertainty about the war at the beginning, the reporting
on the conflict evolved into a consistent promotion of the principles and values of the
Western world, which includes unwavering support for Ukraine, as was often asserted by

Western representatives in the analysed articles.

3.2 The War in Ukraine in Swiss Print Media

Swiss media began covering the conflict at its onset, labelling it as Russian
aggression against Ukraine. As a neutral country in central Europe, Switzerland does not
share a direct border with Ukraine, nor does it have many historical parallels, which is
reflected in the coverage of this conflict. From the articles in Swiss media, support and
sympathy for the attacked Ukraine are evident, portraying it as pro-Western and pro-
European. At the same time, Russia is criticized and accused of violating international
law. The analysed Swiss media articles reveal a sense of hopelessness: "At the moment,
there is a search for the interpretation and meaning of the event. In this regard, there is a

'high level of perplexity'; in the coming days, it must be determined 'how to address it."
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(CH 2022 Text 8), and outrage over the situation: " Putin's war against Ukraine is a
blatant violation of international law." (CH 2022 Text 1). Putin is depicted as the man
who shattered Europe's dream of lasting peace, and the media remains critical of him both
at the beginning of the conflict and two years later. Significant coverage in the analysed
media was given to direct statements from politicians who condemned the invasion. Swiss
media posed two fundamental questions: what can Switzerland do about it, and what does
it mean for us? The content often emphasized that Switzerland is a diplomatic
powerhouse that has hosted numerous negotiations between representatives of other
contemporary military conflicts. They aim to depict Switzerland as a country that may not
have much cultural or historical commonality with Ukraine but has much to offer in
resolving the conflict. A constructive approach from Swiss officials is evident and
subsequently presented in the media content of the analysed articles: " Perhaps there is a
chance that we can mediate. We have a good relationship with Ukraine and traditionally
also with Russia, but it would have to be accepted by these parties that we get involved
here." (CH 2022 Text 8). Reporting on the conflict from the beginning revolved around
when Switzerland would mediate peace talks while also considering the consequences of
the conflict for Switzerland. Arguments for armament and increasing the number of
military personnel were presented by media commentators and various Swiss politicians.
Another consequence considered by Swiss media was the increased number of refugees,
but there was a consensus that Switzerland could help everyone who asked for help,
emphasizing readiness to aid those in need. This narrative is confirmed by multiple
statements from Swiss representatives on this issue: "Everyone from left to right agreed
that Switzerland must be open to Ukrainian refugees.." (CH 2022 Text 3). Swiss media
provided reports directly from the Ukrainian-Slovak border (CH 2022 Text 11),
highlighting another intersection between the two analysed countries. Interestingly,
despite emphasizing their neutrality, Swiss media fully expressed the narrative of Swiss
affiliation with the Western world, asserting that Switzerland must clearly stand on the
right side of history: "Although Switzerland is not a NATO state, it cannot escape the
geopolitical risks (...)." (CH 2022 Text 6). There was no reporting on military aid, as
Switzerland, being a neutral state, refused it. However, financial sanctions against Russia
were intensively mentioned, an area where Switzerland holds significant influence.
Switzerland is renowned as a global financial centre known for its banking secrecy laws,

with many Russian oligarchs having their money stored in Swiss financial institutions.
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The emphasis that Russian money in Swiss banks is used to finance the war was
frequently felt in the analysed texts: "By hesitating or standing aside, Switzerland would
not only tolerate Russian aggression but also finance it." (CH 2022 Text 3). The emphasis
on the need for peace negotiations eventually materialized, and in 2024, Swiss media
reported on a peace conference in Lucerne, Switzerland. This summit was presented in
the articles as the first attempt to agree on the necessity of peace between Russia and
Ukraine, although it was widely emphasized in the media that no peace could be
negotiated without Russia. Swiss media critically assessed the results of the summit,
which were not very convincing: “The final declaration is also sensitive for Viola Amherd
and Ignazio Cassis. If it is too vague, criticism will arise that nothing was achieved at
Biirgenstock.” (CH 2024 Text 1). According to the interpretation of the analysed Swiss
dailies, the biggest failure of the summit was the failure of China, Saudi Arabia, and other
BRICS countries to sign the final declaration. n the analysed Swiss texts, continuous
support for Ukraine is evident and does not decline over time. There are increasing calls
for resolving the conflict, but both the Swiss political representation and the analysed
media support the narrative of a just peace, with the primary decision resting with
Ukraine itself. The reporting on the conflict shows a certain physical distance, as the
conflict is not fought near Swiss borders, and the cultural differences with the countries
involved do not lend a deeper emotional character to the reporting. However, there is an
emphasis on the European nature of this conflict and the need to engage in resolving it,
especially since Switzerland considers itself a diplomatic power. Swiss media provide
constructive criticism of domestic politicians as well as foreign leaders, particularly
Russian ones. Emphasizing neutrality is an important aspect in the analysed texts, along
with the need to oppose injustice. Generally, the report focuses more on the diplomatic

and political aspects, although some articles also describe the situation on the battlefield.

3.3 Comparison

After analysing articles from selected print media in both countries, I would like to
present the differences in reporting on the war in Ukraine and outline possible reasons for
this phenomenon based on certain differences between the two countries under study.

First, the position of Ukraine in these articles is that of an invaded country, which

is supported equally in both countries and is labelled as a victim of aggression. Support
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for Ukraine is in the articles from both countries, although in the Slovak articles the need
for military support is highlighted more than just diplomatic or humanitarian support, as
was the case in the Swiss articles. In Swiss media, unlike in Slovak media, assistance is
mentioned in mediating negotiations between Ukraine and Russia. This is because
Slovakia is part of NATO and the EU and also shares a border with Ukraine. The Slovak
media also strongly emphasise this political affiliation to the transatlantic structures.
Switzerland, as a neutral country, has decided to remain neutral on the issue of military
aid, even though it wants to cooperate more closely with the West in terms of financial
and diplomatic sanctions and not to take risks. Another difference is the different
relationship of these countries to the invaded Ukraine. As I have already mentioned,
Slovakia borders Ukraine directly and shares a certain part of its history with it - both
with Ukraine as part of the Soviet Union and as an independent country. President
Volodymyr Zelensky was mentioned in Swiss media articles as a president determined to
lead his country into NATO and the EU, however, there were doubts expressed about
whether he would ultimately succeed. The emphasis was placed particularly on the need
for him to combat corruption and uphold the rule of law in Ukraine. In Slovak media, he
was portrayed as someone who would have to make a difficult compromise with Vladimir
Putin. Statements in Slovak articles following the invasion of the country were often
strongly emotionally tinged, which is a sign of deeper sympathy for the invaded country
because of similar experiences of occupation by Russia. Switzerland extends further west
from Ukraine, and so the urgency to resolve the situation is not as present in the articles
as it is in the Slovak articles. Even though Swiss articles exhibit strong indignation and
helplessness regarding the situation and the violation of international law, the greater
geographical distance between the countries is clearly evident, as well as the different
perceptions of the conflict through the lens of history and historical experiences with
Russia, which Switzerland practically lacks.

Another difference can be seen in the relationship with the Russian Federation.
Slovak articles fully express concerns about the security and existence of Slovakia,
whereas in Swiss articles, the conflict is perceived as a danger to Europe but not a direct
threat to Switzerland. The articles show the same level of condemnation towards Vladimir
Putin and his aggressive policies. Media in both countries similarly describe Vladimir
Putin as a tyrant and a criminal who violates international law. In Slovak articles,

however, more expressive terms are used for Putin, such as "little man," and they call on
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the West to confront him directly. In Swiss media, Putin is criticized, but no one calls for
direct confrontation with him. This again shows the more moderate tone of Swiss
newspapers compared to Slovak ones. The relationship between Russia and Ukraine is
described similarly often in the media of both countries, although Swiss articles explain
the situation more from the perspective of the conflict's progression since 2014 and the
Minsk peace agreements. The historical and political development of Ukraine is not as
familiar to Swiss readers as it is to Slovak readers. In contrast, Slovak articles mention the
breakup of the Soviet Union and the Budapest Memorandum of 1994 more frequently.
This is because, from a historical standpoint, the Soviet part of Ukraine's history and the
1990s, when the Slovak public was getting used to a new neighbour country — an
independent Ukraine — are closer to Slovak readers. The West, in relation to Ukraine, is
mentioned in articles from both countries as being determined to help Ukraine and as the
only entity capable of assisting Ukraine. However, there is a difference in how these
media outlets present their relationship to the West. Both countries identify themselves as
part of the Western world in their articles, but while Slovak media directly express
Slovakia's affiliation with the West, NATO, and the EU, Swiss articles emphasize the
concept of neutrality. They highlight that even though Switzerland is not directly a
member of these organizations, it must stand with the West and support all paths to
ending the conflict except for direct military confrontation. Articles from both countries
expect the West to further cool its relations with Russia and impose sanctions and other
measures against it. Regarding reporting on Slovakia in Swiss media, one analyzed
article featured a Swiss reporter at the border with Ukraine in Slovakia, monitoring the
migration of Ukrainians towards the West. The topic of migration appeared more
frequently in Swiss media than in Slovak media. On the other hand, Slovak media
reported on Switzerland in connection with the peace conference held in Lucerne,
Switzerland. Aside from this, the countries did not frequently appear in each other's media
content. When reporting on the war itself, both media outlets aimed to provide
information from the front lines, including interviews with soldiers and details about the
weapons used in the conflict. Both media emphasized the need for peace negotiations,
although hope for peace was written about more in Switzerland. After all, the peace
summit was held in Switzerland and was covered in more detail in Swiss articles than in
Slovak media. Swiss media viewed the summit more sceptically because of Russia's

absence. Slovak media were more optimistic about the summit, although they made it
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clear that the results would not be impressive. However, they positively noted that so
many statesmen were able to meet and adopt a joint declaration. This declaration was
described as vague in Swiss media. In the Slovak articles analysed in this thesis, Slovak
representatives were not given much space, but there was criticism of the Slovak
opposition (the current government, according to the author), which they considered pro-
Russian. Swiss media, on the other hand, highlighted the unity of their political
representation in their stance on the war in Ukraine, although there were small differences
in the level of support for Ukraine, mainly due to Switzerland's status of neutrality. Some
third countries are perceived by both media as potential mediators of the conflict.
Although Swiss media initially tried to portray Switzerland as a suitable candidate for this
role, over time Saudi Arabia was mentioned much more frequently. In both countries, the
media describe China as an ally of Russia and therefore unsuitable for this role.

In summary, the media in both countries share the same view on who the victim is
and who the aggressor is in this conflict. In both countries, the media call for support for
Ukraine in its fight, but the manner of assistance that these countries advocate differs. The
perspective on the conflict mainly differs in relation to the countries' attitudes towards the
attacked Ukraine. Slovak media present the issue more emotionally due to cultural and
historical closeness to Ukraine, whereas Swiss media view the conflict more objectively,
focusing on international law. Another difference is that Swiss media are aware of their
country's diplomatic strength and understand what Europe and the world expect from
Switzerland; this is directly expressed by Swiss representatives and is reflected in their
reporting. Slovakia views the conflict as an EU and NATO member, and therefore some
statements are more direct and emotionally charged. Slovak media are aware that NATO
could become part of a direct armed conflict with the Russian Federation, and therefore,
the Slovak Republic as well. Media in both countries call for a just peace and recognize
Ukraine's right to defend itself and its sovereignty and independence. The reporting on the
war in Ukraine is less emotionally perceived in Swiss media, while emotional expressions

are much more common in Slovak media.

Conclusion
In the conclusion of this paper, I would like to return to the theory of the construction
of social reality. The results demonstrated how Slovak and Swiss media report on the war

in Ukraine, thus constructing a certain social reality through which the media audience,
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and therefore society, perceives this conflict. The differences in the coverage of the war in
Ukraine in these two countries primarily stem from the political realities of each nation.
For Slovakia, this political reality is shaped by its membership in NATO and the
European Union. Slovakia's reality also includes its cultural and historical proximity to
Ukraine, which influences the media content in the country. It is evident that Slovak
media rely on Slovakia’s factual affiliation with Western structures, and this objective
reality (Adoni & Mane, 1984) shapes the media content into a symbolic reality (Adoni &
Mane, 1984), which further influences the Slovak media audience’s perspective on the
conflict. In contrast, Switzerland’s political reality derives from its long-standing neutral
status, yet it also belongs to the Western world. From the perspective of Fleischer's (2006)
concept of the third reality, each of these countries has its own communicative reality, but
together they belong to the communicative reality of the Western world. It is unlikely and
even unnatural to see open support for Russia in the media, whether Swiss or Slovak.
Such support would directly contradict the communicative reality in which both countries
find themselves. It would directly undermine the value order and norms that prevail in
both countries. The media highlight the need to assist Ukraine and impose sanctions on
Russia. This is a consequence of the norms prevailing in our society, which are embedded
in international and European law, clearly defining how to act in such situations and
guiding the direction our efforts should take to resolve this conflict. Assisting Ukraine, as
the weaker party in this conflict, is seen as natural because it aligns with the "Western
reality" where such norms underpin legal obligations to which both examined countries
are committed. The form of assistance mentioned by the media can be described as
agenda-setting. It informs the media audience that imposing sanctions on Russia and
providing military, diplomatic, and humanitarian aid to Ukraine is the correct course of
action and that this is a topic that all political representatives should currently address or
be addressing. The logical resolution to this conflict is, of course, the conclusion of peace,
but it is necessary to determine under what conditions and when. Here again, the answer
is provided by the norms embodied in international law. At the beginning of the conflict,
the media sought to grapple with the disruption of what Europe, or more broadly the
Western world, had been accustomed to for many years: peace. The breach of peace
represents a disturbance of the reality in which we live, a reality constructed by certain
norms. If we look at Hofstede's (2001) cultural dimensions, we find that both Slovakia

and Switzerland are positioned higher on the uncertainty avoidance index. This means
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that the societies of these countries either embrace or avoid uncertainty and ambiguity
about the future. The outbreak of the war, which no one expected and was highly
unlikely, brought the same shock to the societies of both countries because it introduced
uncertainty into their "reality." In the articles, one can observe the determination to cope
with and eliminate this uncertainty. This effort involves discussing and proposing various
actions that both countries can or should take regarding the war in Ukraine, in order to
mitigate this uncertainty. Examining media content on the topic of the war in Ukraine
reveals that the media in both countries are committed to responding to the conflict within
the bounds of our "Western reality," and thus strive to maintain the norms that define it as
valid. If we were to look at media content in Russian outlets, we would find that it is
constructed within a completely different environment, in a different political reality,
shaped by entirely different norms, and aimed at shaping public opinion in a direction
contrary to the majority view on the conflict in the West. This could also be a subject for
further research, although it is questionable how relevant and appropriate such state-
controlled media would be for research purposes. It is important to recognize that the
media content analysed in this thesis was produced in a free and democratic environment,
and therefore, apart from the objective reality, its content was shaped by the political
orientation of the newspapers but not by any other political interventions. Of course, it
cannot be claimed that everyone in Slovakia or Switzerland adheres to the norms that
guide our society. However, it is noteworthy that reporting on the war in Ukraine in both
countries, while influenced by different cultural aspects, aligns with the Western
civilization's shared belief in supporting Ukraine in the conflict and adhering to
international law—norms that are considered international because they have been agreed

upon by the entire international community, or at least by its substantial majority.
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https://www.20min.ch/story/buergenstock-das-ist-von-der-groessten-friedenskonferenz-in-der-schweiz-das-ist-zu-erwarten-103127446
https://www.20min.ch/story/russischer-praesident-unter-zwei-bedingungen-putin-will-waffenruhe-im-ukraine-krieg-103126766
https://www.20min.ch/story/russischer-praesident-unter-zwei-bedingungen-putin-will-waffenruhe-im-ukraine-krieg-103126766
https://www.20min.ch/story/verteidigung-ukraine-darf-jetzt-begrenzt-us-waffen-in-russland-einsetzen-103117535
https://www.20min.ch/story/verteidigung-ukraine-darf-jetzt-begrenzt-us-waffen-in-russland-einsetzen-103117535
https://www.tagesanzeiger.ch/ukraine-kiews-neue-strategie-stellt-putin-vor-probleme-851570394150
https://www.tagesanzeiger.ch/ukraine-kiews-neue-strategie-stellt-putin-vor-probleme-851570394150
https://www.tagesanzeiger.ch/ukraine-eu-beitritt-wie-weiter-nach-dem-historischen-tag-448153945363
https://www.tagesanzeiger.ch/ukraine-eu-beitritt-wie-weiter-nach-dem-historischen-tag-448153945363
https://www.tagesanzeiger.ch/buergenstock-gipfel-frischer-sauerstoff-fuer-die-solidaritaet-mit-der-ukraine-207178812964
https://www.tagesanzeiger.ch/buergenstock-gipfel-frischer-sauerstoff-fuer-die-solidaritaet-mit-der-ukraine-207178812964
https://www.tagesanzeiger.ch/buergenstock-konferenz-selenski-will-geschichte-schreiben-814506038601
https://www.tagesanzeiger.ch/buergenstock-konferenz-selenski-will-geschichte-schreiben-814506038601
https://www.derbund.ch/voelkerrechtler-putin-wird-wohl-nicht-wegen-ukraine-kriegs-vor-gericht-stehen-623406772636
https://www.derbund.ch/voelkerrechtler-putin-wird-wohl-nicht-wegen-ukraine-kriegs-vor-gericht-stehen-623406772636

e CH 2024 Text 10, Frieden — aber zu welchen Bedingungen?, Bern, 04.07.2024,

https://www.derbund.ch/ukraine-news-umfrage-frieden-aber-zu-welchen-
bedingungen-798138489246

e CH 2024 Text 11, Selbst die Nacht bietet keinen Schutz, Bern, 2.7.2024,

https://www.derbund.ch/ukraine-krieg-selbst-die-nacht-bietet-keinen-schutz-
745288571531
* CH 2024 Text 12, Nato beschliesst Start von Ukraine-Kommando in Deutschland,

Bern, 10.07.2024, https://www.derbund.ch/nato-beschliesst-start-von-ukraine-
kommando-in-wiesbaden-227083805568
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