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[in person] The student began his thesis defence by explaining his
motivations and the relevance of the study given the recent events
where Niger, Mali, and Burkina Faso expelled the French presence in
their territories. The student argues this is relevant since Russia and
the Wagner group have benefited from the situation, increasing their
influence in the region. At the same time, he explained the reasoning
behind choosing the Central African Republic, Madagascar, and
Tchad as possible scenarios where the balance in Russian influence
could experience some similar outcomes to those in the first three
examples.

CU Committee: Dr Landovsky asks about the counterstrategy France
should follow given the decreasing influence.

The student differentiates what the courses of action should be since
the Central African Republic context is sharply different from that of
Tchad, for example.

No further questions from the committee.
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Result of defence: very good (C)
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