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Major criteria:

This thesis addresses an important and underexplored topic within international security
studies by examining how different approaches to communicating uncertainty affect the
perception of intelligence reports and policy memos. Although the topic primarily draws
from cognitive psychology, the author convincingly demonstrates its place in international
security studies and its relevance to security practice, particularly in the context of
decision-making under uncertainty.

The research is underpinned by a sophisticated and robust design, including a well-
executed experiment that effectively tests the hypotheses. The outcomes are both relevant
and insightful. The author also successfully links these analytical outcomes to the existing
literature, further enriching the discussion.

Importantly, the research findings allow the author to make practical policy
recommendations.

Minor criteria: OK

Assessment of plagiarism: OK
Overall evaluation:

This thesis is a highly proficient piece of research, both in design and execution, that makes
a valuable contribution to a niche yet practically significant area of international security
studies.
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