Abstract

This study examines media narratives surrounding French official development assistance
(ODA) and military interventions in Niger from early 2022 to late 2023. By analyzing both
public and private media sources, the research uncovers a complex interplay of historical
grievances, geopolitical tensions, and local aspirations for sovereignty. Findings reveal a
significant narrative shift in public media post-coup, transitioning from appreciating French
involvement to celebrating the departure of French forces as a victory for Nigerien resistance.
In contrast, private media maintained a consistently critical stance. Interviews with Nigerien
journalists highlight that while the exit of French forces is significant, it does not fully
dismantle entrenched power dynamics, as local authorities may become new narrative
gatekeepers, limiting diverse voices and perpetuating dominance. Employing decolonial and
subaltern theoretical frameworks, the study underscores the enduring impacts of colonialism

and the necessity for inclusive and locally responsive foreign policy strategies.

Abstrakt

Tato studie zkouma medidlni narativy tykajici se francouzské oficialni rozvojové pomoci
(ODA) a vojenskych intervenci v Nigeru od zacatku roku 2022 do konce roku 2023.
Analyzou vetejnych a soukromych medialnich zdroji vyzkum odhaluje sloZitou interakci
historickych kiivd, geopolitickych napéti a mistnich aspiraci na suverenitu. Zjisténi ukazuji
vyznamny posun v narativech vetejnych médii po pievratu, kdy se narativ zménil od
ocenovani francouzského zapojeni k oslavovani odchodu francouzskych sil jako vitézstvi
nigerského odporu. Naopak soukroma média si udrZovala konzistentné kriticky postoj.
Rozhovory s nigerskymi novinafi zdiraziuji, Zze ackoli je odchod francouzskych sil
vyznamny, plné neodstraniuje zakofenéné mocenské dynamiky, protoze mistni urady se
mohou stat novymi strazci narativli, omezujicimi razné hlasy a udrzujicimi dominanci.
Pouzitim dekolonidlnich a subalternich teoretickych ramcii studie zdaraziuje trvajici dopady

kolonialismu a nutnost inkluzivnich a mistné reagujicich zahrani¢népolitickych strategii.



