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Course of the examination: Student presented thesis, analysed voting power of different states,
high degree of cooperation, analysis of voting records. Student
mentioned use of most popular power indexes. Student found that
Benelux had high degree of voting cohesion. Supervisor gave thesis
A, had clear goal, clear research design, clearly answers questions,
two critiques, more argumentation would be helpful, sometimes text
not very precise in explanation of figures, that presentation is
sometimes abit confusing. Committee mentioned that second reader
finds that thesis is above average, that thesis demonstrates author's
strong understanding of Benelux influence in EU council. Student
mentioned high degree of centralisation that is unprecedented in EU.
Student mentioned draw from historical institutionalism, how
consensus building almost replace voting system. Student answered
questions from second reader, about how power indexes don't really
work, that for power indexes votes are considered random, but aren't
in real life, suggest emphasise population of different states.
Committee asked if findings from thesis consistent with findings of
author.
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Result of defence: excellent (A)
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