Abstract

In conflict settings and conflict-related written literature, the role of women is often that of
victims, and women being fighters just gained popularity. Although women may not directly
be involved in a conflict or are involved in a conflict, the majority of them have been found
in the victim group. With women’s roles differing in conflict phases, women's role in conflict
resolution needs to be studied and recognised. Women play various roles in conflict
resolution as mediators, negotiators, facilitators, peacemakers, and peacebuilders, among
other roles, during the different stages of conflict. The women play these roles during the

various stages of conflict, which finally lead to peace and cessation of hostilities.

This paper aims to highlight the roles and contributions of women in the conflict resolution
process, whether in the formal and informal ways. The study was conducted using a
literature review technique, using written materials from desk research, such as books,
articles, journals, student thesis, documents prepared by international and national
organisations, government reports, and related institutions. Case studies mentioned in the
thesis demonstrate that women were actively involved in conflict resolution peace
processes, preventing further escalation of violence and making space for peace to prevail.
Their involvement ranged from grassroots activism to leadership roles, and contributions
included fostering dialogue, addressing the underlying roots of conflict, addressing the
needs of marginalised and vulnerable groups, which were often overlooked and neglected
during peace negotiations associated with male domination, inclusive solutions and joint

actions to prevent conflict.

In Wajir, the women have been instrumental in resolving inter-clan conflicts through
community-based approaches emphasising on dialogue and reconciliation. Their local
initiatives and somewhat government collaboration have successfully mediated disputes,
reduced violence, and fostered a culture of peace, showcasing the power of local women in
conflict resolution. The local initiatives formed a grassroots/local peace group started by the
women of Waijir that was later recognised and established as a peace committee to deal

with communal violence in the North-Eastern region.



Similarly, in Northern Uganda, women were and have been instrumental in post-conflict
reconstruction and peacebuilding efforts following the long-lasting civil war. They have
played key roles in facilitating the reintegration of former combatants, addressing the trauma
and needs of affected communities, and advocating for justice, rehabilitation, and

reconciliation. Their contribution has been pivotal in prompting healing and social cohesion.

The experiences of Waijir and Northern Uganda illustrate the roles of women in conflict in a
positive limelight, their unique yet inclusive approaches to addressing the root issues/causes
of conflict that significantly contribute to sustainable peace, and the necessity of

incorporating women in all stages of conflict resolution peace processes.
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Abstraktni

V konfliktnim prostiedi a v literatufe souvisejici s konflikty je role Zen Casto obéti a Zeny jako
bojovnice si pravé ziskaly popularitu. Ackoli Zeny nemusi byt pfimo zapojeny do konfliktu
nebo do néj zapojeny, vétSina z nich byla nalezena ve skupiné obéti. Vzhledem k tomu, ze
role zen se ve fazich konfliktu li$i, je tfeba prostudovat a uznat roli Zen pfi feSeni konfliktu.
Zeny hraiji pfi feSeni konfliktG rdzné role jako zprostfedkovatelky, vyjednavacky, facilitatory,
mirotvarci a budovatelky miru, mimo jiné v riznych fazich konfliktu. Zeny hraji tyto role

béhem rdznych fazi konfliktu, coz nakonec vede k miru a zastaveni nepfatelstvi.

Tento dokument si klade za cil zdlraznit roli a pfinos Zen v procesu feSeni konfliktl, at’ uz
formalnich i neformalnich. Studie byla provedena technikou revize literatury s vyuzitim
pisemnych materiall ze sekundarniho vyzkumu, jako jsou knihy, ¢lanky, c¢asopisy,
studentské prace, dokumenty pfipravené mezinarodnimi a narodnimi organizacemi, vladni
zpravy a souvisejici instituce. Pfipadové studie uvedené v praci ukazuji, Ze Zeny byly aktivné
zapojeny do procesu miroveého feSeni konfliktd, zabrafovaly dalSi eskalaci nasili a vytvarely
prostor pro zavladnuti miru. Jejich zapojeni sahalo od mistniho aktivismu az po vedouci role
a prispévky zahrnovaly podporu dialogu, feSeni zakladnich kofenl konfliktu, FeSeni potfeb
marginalizovanych a zranitelnych skupin, které jsou Casto pfehlizeny a opomijeny béhem
mirovych jednani, v nichz dominuji muZi, inkluzivni feSeni a spole¢né kroky k pfedchazeni
konfliktu.

Ve Waijiru byly Zzeny napomocny pfi feSeni konflikti mezi klany prostfednictvim komunitnich
pfistupu s ddrazem na dialog a usmifeni. Jejich mistni iniciativy a do jisté miry viadni
spoluprace uspésné zprostfedkovaly spory, snizily nasili a podpofily kulturu miru a ukazaly
silu mistnich zen pfi feSeni konfliktd. Mistni iniciativy vytvofily mistni/mistni mirovou skupinu
zaloZenou Zenami z Waijiru, ktera byla pozdéji uznana a ustavena jako mirovy vybor pro

feSeni komunalniho nasili v severovychodni oblasti.

Podobné v severni Ugandé byly a byly Zzeny zasadni v pokonfliktnim usili o obnovu a
budovani miru po dlouhotrvajici ob&anské valce. Sehrali kliCovou roli pfi usnadhovani

reintegrace byvalych bojovniku, feSeni traumat a potfeb postizenych komunit a pfi obhajobé



spravedinosti, rehabilitace a usmifeni. Jejich pfispévek byl kliCovy pro podnécovani

uzdraveni a socialni soudrznosti.

ZkuSenosti z Wajiru a severni Ugandy ilustruji role Zen v konfliktu v pozitivnim svétle, jejich
jedine¢né, ale inkluzivni pfistupy k FeSeni zakladnich problému/pfi¢in konfliktl, které
vyznamné pfispivaji k udrzitelnému miru, a nutnost zaclenit Zzeny do v8ech fazi mirové

procesy feseni konfliktd.
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