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Title of the thesis

Education of Muslim Girls During the Interwar Era and Socialist Transformation in
Yugoslavia

Affiliation of the reviewer

Università degli Studi "G. d'Annunzio" Chieti-Pescara

Report

This dissertation constitutes an interesting and original piece of research inasmuch as it aims
to investigate the features of educational practices concerning Muslim girls and women in
Yugoslavia from its formation to its dissolution. It starts by exploring the interaction between
rising nationalism and religion in the newly unified Kingdom of Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes
(later: Yugoslavia), during the interwar period, and its impact on educational reform. It also
looks at the emergence of new Muslim elite, and their influence on the education of Muslim
girls and women. The research was conducted in a rigorous and appropriate way, which is
supported by different notions, tools and considerations borrowed from various disciplinary
fields.  The education policies are examined within the broader context of heated debates
about the emancipation of Muslim women in general. The organisation of the dissertation is
linear, coherent and cohesive. The investigation proposed by the author contributes to a better
understanding of this type of context, and its cultural, historical and social connections with
other domains. The thesis successufully employs both qualitative and quantitative analysis to
substranitiate ist contentions and is supported by considerable research and documentation.

Confidential report (it will not be shown to the candidate)

This dissertation constitutes an interesting and original piece of research inasmuch as it aims
to investigate the features of educational practices concerning Muslim girls and women in
Yugoslavia from its formation to its dissolution. It starts by exploring the interaction between
rising nationalism and religion in the newly unified Kingdom of Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes
(later: Yugoslavia), during the interwar period, and its impact on educational reform. It also
looks at the emergence of new Muslim elite, and their influence on the education of Muslim
girls and women. The research was conducted in a rigorous and appropriate way, which is
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supported by different notions, tools and considerations borrowed from various disciplinary
fields.  The education policies are examined within the broader context of heated debates
about the emancipation of Muslim women in general. The organisation of the dissertation is
linear, coherent and cohesive. The investigation proposed by the author contributes to a better
understanding of this type of context, and its cultural, historical and social connections with
other domains. The thesis successufully employs both qualitative and quantitative analysis to
substranitiate ist contentions and is supported by considerable research and documentation.

Evaluation file (optional)

Presentation and clarity

[ ] None     [ ] Poor     [ ] Average     [ ] Good     [X] Excellent    

The reviewer should be able to read the text without difficulty. This implies that the
dissertation is clear and ‘user friendly’, without duplications or repetitions.

Integration and coherence

[ ] None     [ ] Poor     [ ] Average     [ ] Good     [X] Excellent    

The manuscript should present logical and rational links between different parts of the thesis.

Introduction to scientific background

[ ] None     [ ] Poor     [ ] Average     [ ] Good     [X] Excellent    

The text should contain a satisfactory introduction to the scientific background which is
relevant to the research, preparing the reader to the exposition of the problem.

Review of relevant literature

[ ] None [ ] Poor [ ] Average [ ] Good [X] Excellent

The candidate must have a detailed knowledge of original sources, have a thorough
knowledge of the field, and understand the main theoretical and methodological issues.
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Statement of research problem

[ ] None     [ ] Poor     [ ] Average     [ ] Good     [X] Excellent    

A clear statement of the research problem should be made, together with specific hypotheses,
predictions, or questions which the research is designed to address.

Originality

[ ] None     [ ] Poor     [ ] Average     [ ] Good     [X] Excellent    

The research must be the candidate's own work. The degree of independence may vary
according to the research topic.

Contribution to knowledge and scientific relevance

[ ] None [ ] Poor [ ] Average [ ] Good [X] Excellent

The dissertation should be substantial enough to be able to form the basis of two articles on
refereed journal, a book or research monograph.

Mastery of the English language

[ ] None     [ ] Poor     [ ] Average     [ ] Good     [X] Excellent    

The candidate must be proficient in written English and show mastery of appropriate
scientific/technical language.

A major goal of the review process is to evaluate if the present version of the thesis is:

1) adequate as is

2) require minor revision
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3) require major revision

for admission of the candidate to the defense of the work in front of a national evaluation
board.

[X] Accept as is     [ ] Minor revision     [ ] Major revision    

Date: 6/30/2024
Reviewer: Lazarević Persida
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