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concerns the format of referencing for empirical examples, which uses a letter and 
number system based on lists of news articles included in the Appendix. A more 
standard format, with the date and title of the media outlet in the main body of the 
text, would have enabled the reader to explore connections between discourses and 
(types of) media outlets much more easily. 

The discussion chapter is, again, well-structured and compelling, but reflects some 
of the weaknesses of the conceptual framework and the literature review highlighted 
earlier. First, I would have wanted to see a more elaborated consideration of the role 
of the media in not just amplifying the dominant discourse, but also enabling the 
voicing of alternative perspectives (especially in the second case, but also, to some 
extent, in the first one). Although the analysis of the two cases mentions some 
contextual factors that help explain the appearance of alternative discourses on 
communism in both cases, this discussion does have much to say about the media. 
For instance, which features of the Czech media landscape in the 2000s enabled the 
formulation and persistence of discourses on communism found in the centre-left 
daily Pravo and the KSCM party outlet Ha/6 noviny? The political affiliations of the 
two outlets are mentioned, but there is little clarity on how these affiliations relate to 
professional journalistic practices, or the wider trends in Czech journalism and media 
culture mentioned in the literature review. Or, to mention another example: what was 
the role of local or regional media in contributing to a more diverse discursive 
landscape in the second case, and is there any evidence (perhaps from secondary 
sources) of social media offering an alternative, (semi)public forum for the 
articulation and articulation of discursive elements that coalesced in media coverage 
of street renaming and countered the dominant framing of the socialist past? 

In summary, this is a strong, well-rounded thesis, and I look forward to discussing it 
with the candidate at the upcoming examination. 

Yours sincerely 


