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Examination proceedings: Chair of the board welcomed the defendant, explained the defence
process and asked him to introduce his dissertation. The defendant
explained the topic of his doctoral thesis, the main concepts and
methodology. The thesis is focused on the concept of "flashpoints" in
international relations and geopolitics, especially connected with the
conflict resolution and deescalation.

Prof. Kubát asked the defendant to answer to the comments and
questions in the reviews. First of all Andreas Osthagen's review
which was more critical. The defendant agrees with many of his
points. Prof. Weiss asks about the concepts of flashpoint. What does
his definition brings us more? Zachary says that his dissertation
creates a grounded and in-depth understanding and definition of the
concept of a "flashpoint" so it can be practically used in further
literature. His definition allows also a more constructive way of
analysis.

Other members of the board ask additional questions regarding the
concept of flashpoints and methodology of the dissertation. They
also asked about the Artics and if that can be approached as one
region and, consequently, if it is possible to apply the concept of
flashpoint here. Prof. Weiss asked about the theoretical framework
and concepts used, especially the constructivist and realist theoretical
approaches.
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