
The impetus for this study was the question of whether the information, which has been handed down on
Czech architects who worked with Le Corbusier is true or not. Working in the studio of one of the
leading architects of the 20th century was a crucial formative experience for dozens of architects while
also being an attractive entry in their résumés. The doctoral thesis Myth and Reality: The Czech
Assistants of Le Corbusier 1924–1937 is based on vast research of primary sources abroad as well as in
the Czech Republic. The thesis critically examines the information known in the literature until now.
The study aims to look behind the curtain of the formation of the existing historiography of Czech
architectural modernism. It proves that architects themselves often entered history by means of their self-
promotion skills. Parts of the thesis consist of a verified and critical list of Czech assistants at Le
Corbusier's studio in 35 rue de Sèvres in Paris, detailed analysis of how work was conducted in the
studio and an analysis of related sources. The work presents 13 Czech architects who worked in the
studio of Le Corbusier and Pierre Jeanneret in the period between the two World Wars. The study
follows individual forms of dialogue between young architects and Le Corbusier. In some cases, the
research of primary sources reveals unexpected results. The study highlights significant artists who have
not received much attention yet from scholars, chiefly architects František Sammer and Jan Reiner.
Thanks to newly discovered material, the thesis provides new insights not only into the distribution of
work in Le Corbusier's studio, but also into how Le Corbusier himself worked.
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