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RESUME

The trends of the contemporary theology of diaconate are based on the old-christian 

practice of diaconate mainly in sense of the variety of the services in church and plurality 

within the frame of the church office, which is justified richly theologically, namely 

trinitarily. In the light of relationship between the service and  the community is just the 

variety of services in the local church understood as the fullness of the mission, which just 

the local Church is called to accomplish and live. The question therefore is to answer the 

question of identity of diaconate through most complete possible view of the mystery of 

the church itself. Then we will able to appreciate to what extent the diaconate corresponds 

to the renewed ecclesiology  and to the fundamental misson of the church in terms of the 

contemporary world. How this renewed ecclesiology have affected the life of the local 

churches and parishes, it is sometimes obvious just on the basis of the experience with 

renewed diaconate. 

There are also some „delicate issues“ of the theology of diaconate treated (for example 

sacramentality, character indelebilis, participation of deacon in priesthood, his relations to 

other services in the church etc.). 

With regard to the specific spirituality connected with the life style and service of 

deacons, is missing in the western church for centuries of continual experience. This is the 

branch, where we can distinctly perceive a certain novelty. The spirituality of the deacon 

is more complicated, than the spirituality of the priest or layman. Because the renewed 

diaconate proves practically to be the “polymorphic” reality, we can present the typical 

spirituality of the deacon “prophet”, the deacon “Good Samaritan” and the deacon 

“shepherd”. 

Interesting questions also provides theme of the calling to the diaconate and acces to 

this service.
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