The thesis is about New Zealand House of Representatives electoral system. In introductory part is
briefly presented the political system of New Zealand. Then is currently used electoral system, its
genesis and impacts of transition from the first past the post to mixed member proportional system
researched. Thesis is in its effort focusing on segments of electoral system and trying to identify its
problematic points and to introduce alternative electoral system proposed to the electors in referenda.
The thesis is using the electoral studies methods, especially quantitative measuring of attributes of
electoral system and party structure within the House of Representatives.

Implementation of mixed member proportional electoral system returned New Zealand towards highly
proportional electoral results and raised the number of relevant political parties and thus created the
praxis of coalition and minority cabinets. Transition to mixed member proportional electoral system,
which occurred as a result of referenda, also helped to solve a certain crisis of polity perception
connected to first past the post system, which was that time in use. In New Zealand there is currently a
high emphasis on expertise and public involvement in the matters of electoral system and contrary only
a small part is played by political parties. These days the electoral system is being reviewed with an
effort to improve further its functioning.



