Abstract:

This thesis aims to present and analyse economic relations between Czechoslovakia
and Argentina in the years 1945-1989 (i.e. a period that almost precisely coincides with the
duration of the Cold War.

The work focuses on a historical analysis of primary sources and archival documents
of the Czechoslovak Federal Ministries of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade. This material
was selected in light of the rarity of secondary literature devoted to this area. To a certain
extent, this is a pioneering work, especially given the fact that the archives of the Federal
Ministry of Foreign Trade have not yet been declassified and still enjoy only limited usage

(processing) in a single publication.

One primary function of foreign trade with the Latin American countries (with the
obvious exception of Cuba) was to foster good relations between South America and
Czechoslovakia during the Cold War. The study of this use of trade as a foreign policy
instrument can provide useful lessons about pragmatic considerations to be borne in mind

when designing foreign policy as a whole.

The thesis presents new findings on the topic and attempts what may constitute the
most comprehensive attempt to address economic relations between the aforementioned
countries within a defined period.



