
Abstract 

Representative democracy at the European level 

This thesis deals with representative democracy, as one of the fundamental principles 

underpinning the organisation of states or, as the case may be, interstate-type entities. At the 

European level, this principle is embodied by the European Parliament and the national 

parliaments of the Member States whose functions and competences complement each other. 

In the context of the role of the European Parliament the fundamental question concerns direct 

elections as an instrument of political legitimacy. This thesis offers a comparison of the findings 

of the Czech and the German Constitutional Courts, which took different views on the case of 

the electoral treshold in elections to the European Parliament. Arguments of these courts enable 

the reader to see European Union, position of the European Parliament in its institutional 

structure and its democratic legitimacy in wider context. 


