Abstract

Prague, the Czech Republic is a popular sex tourism destination where
sex work is

decriminalized and young men offer sexual services at low prices relative
to countries in Western

Europe. This quantitative survey aims to identify some of the
demographic and personality

characteristic of these young men in the sex industry. Internet escorts
(N=20) and sex workers in

bars and clubs (N=20) completed the survey anonymously in the Spring
of 2011. The results

show that while sex workers in clubs often have troubled pasts and were
forced into sex work in

order to survive, the larger groups of sex workers in Prague is made up
of internet escorts who

have backgrounds which are not atypical for the average Czech youth.
Personality test results

however revealed both groups to have strong asocial characteristics in
comparison to other Czech

youth. The results of the measures of mental health (anxiety and
depression) indicate that simply

working as a male sex worker per se has little relationship to the healthy
psychological

functioning of these young men, but only in the case where they identify
as

homosexual. Identifying as a heterosexual is associated with a higher
level of substance use.

Those identifying as bisexual however reported suffering significantly
levels of anxiety within

the clinical range and were more likely to regularly use hard drugs,
mainly

methamphetamines. Implications for the study of sexual identity and its
impact on research with

male sex workers are discussed as well as plans for interventions to help
those who would change

their line of work and the importance of the sociocultural context in the
understanding of the sex

worker.



