ABSTRACT

This master thesis focuses on the development of the Social Democratic Party of Germany
(SPD) between the years 1990 and 2005. At the beginning of this period, Germany was
reunited. At the end, the coalition government of the SPD and the Greens came to its end and
the SPD lost the office of the Chancellor. The first chapter of this thesis summarizes the post-
war development of the SPD, which is crucial for better understanding of the events after the
year 1990. The following chapters are, in accordance with the election period focused on the
period of 1990 — 2005. The main focus of this thesis are the important phenomena which were
linked to the SPD during the analysed period. Attention is paid to the debates within the party
regarding economic, social and foreign policy or personnel issues. The main program
documents of the SPD from the years 1990 — 2005 are analysed. All the mentioned

information is summarised and interpreted.



