Univerzita Karlova v Praze, Prirodovédecka fakulta
Katedra socialni geografie a regionalniho rozvoje

Charles University in Prague, Faculty of Science
Department of Social Geography and Regional Development

Doktorsky Studijny program: Regionalni a politicka geografie
Ph.D. study program: Regional and Political Geography

Autoreferat dizertaCnej prace
Summary of the Ph.D. Thesis

Koncept regionalnej identity vo vyskume socialne konstruovanych regionov:
multimierkova perspektiva

The concept of regional identity in the research of socially constructed regions:
a multiscale perspective

Mgr. Richard Nikischer

Skolitel/Supervisor: Doc. RNDr. Pavel Chromy, Ph.D.

Praha, 2015



Abstrakt

St to priblizne tri desatrocia, ¢o sa V suvislosti so sociokulturnym obratom v geografii
zacali objavovat’ ,nové“ pristupy k Studiu regionu. Z perspektivy tzv. novej regionalnej
geografie region nepredstavuje naturalne dana priestorovu jednotku ani vyznamovo prazdnu
konstrukciu analyzy priestorovej organizéacie spolo¢nosti. ,,Novy* regionalny geograf vnima
regiony ako dynamické socialne konStrukcie naviazané na kolektivne vedomie. Z tohto
pohladu predstavuje vyskum regionov stidium socidlnej organizacie priestoru. Zatial' ¢o ma
vyskum priestorovej (geografickej) organizacie spolo¢nosti v Ceskej geografii pomerne
bohat tradiciu, o vyskume socialnej organizacie priestoru (druhej strany vzajomného vzt'ahu
priestor—spoloénost’) podobné konstatovanie vyslovit nemozno. | napriek tomu, Ze aj v Cesku
postupne narastd pocet akademikov, ktori sa zaujimajli o proces inStitucionalizacie regionov,
tj. oto, ako apreco su regiony konstruované/dekonstruované ako stcast’ spolocenského
zivota, je tuzemsky vyskum socialnej organizacie priestoru stale iba vo svojich zaciatkoch.

Predkladand dizertacna praca ma predstavovat relevantny prispevok k sucasnej
diskusii problematiky socialnej organizacie priestoru a institucionalizacie regionov. Pri sku-
mani inStitucionalizdcie regionov je vyuzivany koncept regiondlnej identity, ktory umoznuje
regiony uchopit’ ako komplexné sociopriestorové procesy obsahujice niekol'ko vzajomne
previazanych dimenzii. V dizertanej praci vychadzam zo zrejme najznamejSicho konceptu
regionalnej identity, ktory bol vytvoreny geografom Anssim Paasim.

Praca je organizovand do dvoch zakladnych celkov. Prva cCast uvadza jednotlivé
publikaéné vystupy, ktoré vytvaraji obsah druhej CcCasti prace. Okrem teoreticko-
metodologickej diskusie problematiky regiondlnych identit obsahuje charakteristiku stiboru
predkladanych $tudii a sthrnnl zavere¢nu diskusiu. Samotny monotematicky subor Stadii
prezentuje vyskum viacerych dimenzii regionalnych identit r6znych geografickych mierok,
pricom je zamerany na regionalne identity inStitucionalizované v priestore severného
Slovenska. Vyskum regiondlnych identit rdznych typov a geografickych mierok
inStitucionalizovanych na danom izemi na jednej strane umoziuje hl'adanie urcitych pravidiel
V ,,zivote* (inStitucionalizicii) regiénov vSeobecne, na strane druhej prindSa mnozstvo
jedinecnych informécii 0 socidlnej organizécii priestoru na tomto uzemi, ktoré moézu byt
vyuzité pri konkrétnych rozhodovacich procesoch. Praca tak prispieva nielen k diskusii
problematiky socidlnej organizacie priestoru a jej zakonitosti, ale odpoveda ina otazky

suvisiace so Specifickou socialnou organizaciou priestoru severného Slovenska.



Abstract

It has been approximately three decades since ,,new* approaches to studying regions
began to appear in the context of socio-cultural turn in geography. From the perspective
of the so-called new regional geography, the region does not represent a naturally given
spatial unit nor a semantically empty construction of the analysis of the society's spatial
organization. The ,,new* regional geographer perceives regions as dynamic social structures
linked to a collective consciousness. In this respect, the research of regions represents a study
of the social organization of space. While research of the spatial (geographic) organization
of society in Czech geography has a rather long tradition, a similar statement cannot be made
regarding the research into the social organization of space (the other side of the relationship
between space and society). Despite the fact that even in Czechia the number of academics
interested in the process of the institutionalization of regions is gradually growing, i.e. about
how and why regions are constructed/deconstructed as a part of social life, domestic research
of the social organization of space is still only in its early stages.

The present doctoral dissertation represents a relevant contribution to the current
debate regarding the issues of the social organization of space and the institutionalization
of regions. The concept of regional identity is employed when examining the institu-
tionalization of regions, allowing the grasping of regions as complex socio-spatial processes
containing several interrelated dimensions. In the dissertation paper | follow perhaps the most
famous concept of regional identity, created by the geographer Anssi Paasi.

The work is organized into two basic parts. The first part introduces individual
publishing outputs that generate the contents of the second part of the work. In addition
to the theoretical and methodological debate regarding regional identity issues, it contains
the characteristics of the present studies and the final discussion. The monothematic set
of studies presents research on the multiple dimensions of regional identities in different
geographical scales, and it is focused on the regional identities institutionalized in the area
of northern Slovakia. On the one hand, the research on the regional identities of various types
and geographical scales institutionalized in the given territory allows the search for certain
rules in ,life* (institutionalization) of the regions in general, on the other hand it offers
substantial unique information on the social organization of space in this territory, which can
be used in concrete decision-making processes. The work thus contributes not only to a dis-
cussion on the issues of the social organization of space and its laws, but it also answers

issues related to the specific social organization of the space of northern Slovakia.
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1 Uvod a ciele prace

Edmund W. Gilbert vo svojej znamej prednaske v roku 1960 definoval geografiu ako
,umenie*“ poznania regionov. Pojem region mozno konceptualizovat' rdzne, od ¢oho sa
odvijaju irozlicné druhy ,,umenia“ (regionalnej) geografie. Rozlisit mozno dva hlavné
pristupy k Stadiu regionov, tradi¢ny a ten druhy, ktory zvycajne nazyvame ,,novy*. Tradi¢ny
regionalny geograf vyhladava (definuje) pomocou empirického vyskumu socioekonomicke;j
a/alebo fyzickogeografickej reality regiony, ktoré neskoér obvykle popisuje v rozsiahlych
regionalnych monografidch. Vysledkom jeho prace je spravidla konkrétna regionalizacia
daného geografického priestoru.

Ambiciou ,nového* regiondlneho geografa nie je vytvorenie novej regionali-
zacie, vymedzovanie novych regionov, ktoré niekde ,,tam vonku* cakaju na objavenie (vid’
Agnew 2013). V novej regionalnej geografii je naopak doraz kladeny na vyskum uz existu-
jucich (institucionalizovanych) ,,zitych regionalizéacii®, ktoré moézu mat rozlicny pdvod
(zaciatok ich inStitucionalizacie moze byt napr. spojeny prave s regionalizaciou vytvorenou
tradi¢nym regiondlnym geografom). Nova regiondlna geografia teda nevenuje pozornost’ ani
tak tomu, ako su socidlne a prirodné javy organizované v geografickom priestore, ale skor
tomu, ako je tento priestor organizovany (Struktirovany) spolo¢nostou (Hefmanova, Chro-
my a kol. 2009). Pochopitel'ne, priestorovli organizaciu spolo¢nosti nemozno ponechat’ pri
skimani organizacie geografického priestoru bez povSimnutia, nakol'’ko ju prave ona castokrat
zasadnym spdsobom podmieniuje. Spolocenska organizacia geografického priestoru (napr.
jeho rozdelenie na jednotlivé Staty) zas spétne ovplyviiuje priestorovu organizaciu spolo¢nosti
(vid’ aj Smith 2005; Yeh 2012).

Vyskum geografickej organizéacie spolo¢nosti mé v ¢eskej geografii pomerne bohatu
tradiciu, ktord je v ostatnych decénidch spdtd najmd s vyznamnym dielom Martina Hampla
(napr. Hampl 1998, 2002, 2005). Tomu, ako je priestor organizovany spolo¢nost’ou, tj. druhej
strane vzajomného vzt'ahu priestor—spolocnost’, bola v ¢eskej (a rovnako svetovej) geografii
doposial’ venovand ovela menSia pozornost. Je to pochopitelné, kedze zadkladnym pred-
pokladom motivacie k §tadiu socialnej organizacie priestoru je vnimanie a akceptacia regionu
ako socialne kons$truovaného faktu (napr. Bourdieu 1980; Beés, Marchand, Shaw 1999;
Dekker Linnros, Hallin 2001; Debarbieux 2004; Schrijver 2005; Hakli 2008; Del Biaggio
2010; Kucerova 2010; Popescu, Nica 2011; Chromy, Semian, Kuc¢era 2014). Podobny pohl'ad
na regiony sa zacal vo svetovej geografii vyraznejSie presadzovat az v druhej polovici

80. rokov 20. storo¢ia, v Cesku sa pochopitelne zacali prislusné myslienky §irit’ este s uréitym
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oneskorenim. Aj tu sa vSak Coraz viac akademikov zacina zaujimat’ o to, ako a preco
dochadza k vzniku, transformacii a zaniku jednotlivych regionalnych entit existujucich okolo
nas, teda 0 zakonitosti spolo¢enskej organizacie priestoru a procesu institucionalizacie jej
jednotiek, regionov (len v poslednych rokoch napr. Fialova, Chromy, Kucera a kol. 2010;
Bystiicky 2011; Kinzelova 2011; Semian 2012; Peter 2013; Bobr 2014; Chromy, Semian,
Kuéera 2014; Kaskova, Chromy 2014; Sery 2014; Furmanova 2015).

Prezentovand kvalifika¢né praca mé predstavovat’ pokraCovanie a obohatenie sucasnej
diskusie problematiky socidlnej organizacie priestoru a socialne konStruovaného regionu,
ku ktorej pristupuje z perspektivy novej regionalnej geografie. V novej regionalnej geografii
je pri skimani inStitucionalizacie regiénov Casto vyuzivany koncept regiondlnej identity,
ktory umoznuje regiony uchopit ako komplexné sociopriestorové procesy obsahujuce
niekol’ko vzajomne previazanych dimenzii. S konceptom regionalnej identity pracujem
i v predkladanej dizertacnej praci, pricom pouzivam zrejme najznamejsi a najrozpracovanejsi
koncept regionalnej identity vytvoreny finskym geografom Anssim Paasim (vid’ Paasi 1986).
Paasiho dielo ma inSpirovalo predovSetkym v rovine vymedzenia hlavnych dimenzii
regionalnej identity, mySlienky taktiez cerpdm z Paasiho teodrie inStitucionalizdcie regidnov
(Paasi ibid.), ktora s jeho konceptom regionalnej identity tizko stvisi.

V predkladanej kvalifikacnej praci skimam viaceré dimenzie regiondlnych identit
roznych geografickych mierok, pricom sa zameriavam na regionalne identity inStituciona-
lizované v priestore severného Slovenska. Napriek tomu, Ze z pohl'adu vyskumu regiondlnych
identit mozno Slovensko povaZovat za mimoriadne vhodné zaujmové Uzemie (a v pripade
severného Slovenska toto konStatovanie plati dvojnasobne, nakol’ko prave na severe krajiny
lezia tradi¢né regiony na najvy$Som stupni inStitucionalizicie), takto zamerany vyskum
na Slovensku zatial’ zaostava (napr. oproti Cesku). Regionalne povedomie obyvatel'ov (sever-
né¢ho) Slovenska a identita (severo-) slovenskych regiénov st kategdériami, ktoré neboli
doposial’ adekvatne preskimané (z pohladu vyskumu regiondlnych identit na Slovensku
mozno za najprinosnejSiu povazovat’ pracu Slavomira Buchera; vid Bucher 2012; Bucher
a kol. 2013; Bucher, IStokova 2015).

Okrem toho, Ze prezentovana praca pokryva ,,biele miesta® vo vyskume slovenskych
regionov, nepochybne predstavuje hodnotny prispevok k ¢eskej diskusii na tému regionalnej
identity a inStitucionalizacie regionov. I napriek tomu, ze si tzv. identitarni klub za posledné
roky vybudoval v ¢eskej geografii pomerne pevnu poziciu, o ktorej svedc¢i stale sa rozsirujuci
okruh autorov diskutujucich na predmetnt tému, urcité rezervy mozno najst’ v pouZzivanej

metodike vyskumu regiondlnych identit, ktora je vo vécSine pripadov reprezentovana
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vlastnym dotaznikovym prieskumom (Castokrat nedostatocne reprezentativnym). Taktiez
v predkladanej kvalifika¢nej praci vo velkej miere pouzivam pri vyskume regiondlnych
identit data z extenzivnych dotaznikovych prieskumov (podobne Nedomova, Kostelecky
1997; Vlachova, Rehakova 2004a, 2004b, 2009; Drozdova 2007; Plecita 2012), avsak svoj
vyskum opieram aj o iné metody, ako su napr. hibkové interview (v CR bola doposial
regionalna identita skimana pomocou kvalitativnych rozhovorov najmi na pode sociologie;
vid’ napr. Zich 2003; Houzvicka, Novotny 2007; Meciar 2008; Roubal 2009) ¢i obsahova
analyza. Ostatne, aj vysoko reliabilné udaje pochadzajuce z velkych medzinarodnych
dotaznikovych prieskumov, s ktorymi pracujem vo viacerych prilozenych stadidch, boli zatial
Ceskymi geografmi pri vyskume regionalnych identit vyuzivané iba minimalne (vid
Kinzelova 2011).

Mimo adekvéatnu pozornost Ceskych geografov zaoberajicich sa vyskumom
regionalnych identit taktiez nad’alej ostdvaju niektoré dolezité a aktudlne problematiky, ako
napr. europska identita (a jej vztah k Statnej identite) a institucionalizacia Europy ¢i pries-
torové a socialne rozdiely v miere regionalnej identity obyvatel'ov (vyzdvihnut' naopak treba
rozpracovanost’ vyskumu periférnych, pohrani¢nych a dosidlenych regiénov a miestneho
regionalneho povedomia). Stale nie su uspokojivo diskutované ani vzdjomné vztahy medzi
jednotlivymi dimenziami regiondlnej identity, resp. zdkonitosti samotnej socidlnej organizacie
priestoru vSeobecne. V predkladanej praci diskusiu uvedenych problematik nevynechavam.

Uz predoslé riadky naznacuju, Ze cielom modjho Stadia, ktoré je prezentované
v predkladanej kvalifika¢nej praci, bolo lepsie pochopenie socialnej organizacie priestoru a jej
zékonitosti, a to prostrednictvom vyskumu rdéznorodych regionalnych identit. Takto
definovany ciel nevylu¢oval vymedzenie konkrétneho zdujmového tizemia, o mohlo praci
dodat’ 1 vyraznejsi idiograficky charakter. Vyskum regiondlnych identit r6znych typov
a geografickych mierok institucionalizovanych na danom tzemi na jednej strane umoZiluje
hl'adanie urcitych pravidiel v ,zivote* (inStitucionalizacii) regionov vSeobecne, na strane
druhej prindSa mnozstvo jedine¢nych informacii o socidlnej organizacii priestoru na tomto
uzemi, ktoré moézu byt vyuzité pri konkrétnych rozhodovacich procesoch (napr. pri reforme
uzemného clenenia). Z dovodov, ktoré blizSie Specifikujem v samotnej préaci, som za zauj-
mové uzemie svojich vyskumov zvolil severné Slovensko (Zilinsky a PreSovsky kraj).
Realizovany vyskum som vSak nesustredil vylucne na jeho tizemie, resp. jeho obyvatelov.
Severné Slovensko nazyvam ,,zaujmovym uzemim* skor v tom zmysle, ze vSetky r6znorodé
regiony, na ktoré som zameral svoj vyskum (akymi st napr. Eurdpa, Slovensko, vychodné

Slovensko, Orava, Horny Sari§, Dunajov ¢i Dolnd Lehota), spaja to, Ze st inStitucionalizované
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(@) nauzemi severného Slovenska. Sty¢nym bodom jednotlivych ciastkovych vyskumov
a predkladanych studii tak nie je iba rieSena problematika, ale aj konkrétny geograficky
priestor, vd’aka ¢omu praca nadobtida uz spominani pridani hodnotu, ktorou je pomerne
komplexny obraz socidlnej organizacie priestoru severného Slovenska. Stadium vskutku
Sirokej a heterogénnej skupiny regionov / sociopriestorovych procesov ,,odohravajucich sa“
na severnom Slovensku sucasne umoziuje plnohodnotnt realizéciu hlavného ciela, ktorym je
roz$irenie suc¢asné¢ho stavu poznania socidlnej organizacie priestoru, tj. procesu instituciona-
lizacie regionov a jeho zakonitosti.

Na zéklade vyssie definovaného ciel'a mozno stanovit’ hlavnt vyskumnt otazku, ktort

mdzeme rozvinut’ prostrednictvom jej roz¢lenenia na niekol'ko parcidlnych:

* Aké zékonitosti mozno pozorovat v suvislosti s jednotlivymi dimenziami regionalnej
identity a aka je pozicia tychto dimenzii v ramci S$irSicho procesu inStitucionalizacie

regionu ako jednotky socidlnej organizacie priestoru?

Ako dochadza k wvzniku regidonov? Mozno v procese institucionalizacie regionov
pozorovat’ urCité pravidelnosti? Aké vztahy existuju medzi jednotlivymi dimenziami
regionalnej identity? Ako su jednotlivé dimenzie regiondlnej identity formované?
Existujii isté zakonitosti v stvislosti s regiondlnym povedomim (resp. jeho mierou)
a identitou/imidzom regiéonov? MozZeme pozorovat urCité pravidelnosti z hladiska
priestorove]j diferenciacie miery regionalneho povedomia aimidzu regionov? Ako sa
socidlna organizdcia priestoru prejavuje vramci ludskych aktivit? Aka je pozicia

jednotlivych dimenzii regionalnej identity v ramci (ekonomického) rozvoja regionu?

Prostrednictvom prezentacie viacerych vyskumov regiondlnych identit na severnom

Slovensku dizerta¢na praca zaroven odpoveda na otazku:
*  Aké su Specifikd socidlnej organizacie priestoru severného Slovenska?

Aké regiony st na severnom Slovensku institucionalizované, ako dochadza k ich
inStitucionalizécii a ak4 je miera tejto inStitucionalizacie? Ako sa premieta vzajomny
vztah medzi jednotlivymi dimenziami regionalnej identity v procese inStitucionalizacie
regionov ,,zahniezdenych® na severnom Slovensku? Ako je formované regionédlne
povedomie obyvatel'ov (severného) Slovenska a identita (severo-) slovenskych regionov?
Aké su osobitosti regionalneho povedomia a identit regionov na severnom Slovensku?

Existuju na severnom Slovensku priestorové rozdiely v miere regiondlnej identity
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obyvatelov? Mozeme rozdiely Vv miere regionalneho povedomia pozorovat medzi
jednotlivymi socialnymi kategoriami? Ako sa obyvatelia severného Slovenska iden-

tifikuju s aktudlnym tizemnospravnym clenenim Slovenskej republiky?

Prezentovana dizertacna praca je organizovana do dvoch zakladnych celkov. Prva cast’
uvadza jednotlivé predkladané teoreticko-metodologické clanky a analytické stadie, ktoré
vytvaraju obsah druhej Casti prace. T4 pozostava zo stiboru 14 textov rézneho rozsahu. Prvych
pat’ prilozenych stati (Nikischer 2012, 2013c, 2013d, 2014c, 2014d) ma charakter kratkych
teoreticko-metodologickych diskusii problematiky regionalnej identity, nasledujice texty
predstavuju stibor empiricko-analytickych $tudii zameranych na vyskum regionalnych identit
r6znych geografickych mierok. Prvé z nich (Nikischer 2015b, 2015d) st zamerané na prob-
lematiku europskej identity (eurdpske povedomie a identitu Europy), v d’alSich (Nikischer
2013a, 2013b, 2015a) je analyzovana regionalna identita obyvatelov (vztah obyvatel'ov
k obciam, subnarodnym regionom, $tatom a Eurdpe) Slovenska a susednych krajin. Nasledujt
studie (Nikischer 2014b, 2014e) pojednavajuce vyluéne o identite slovenskych regidonov
a regionalnom povedomi obyvatelov Slovenska. Dalsi ¢lanok (Nikischer 2014a) je zamerany
na analyzu lokalneho povedomia obyvatelov Zilinského a Presovského kraja. Posledna $tadia
(Nikischer 2015c¢) suhrnne pojedndva o koncepte regionalnej identity a o rdéznych regio-
nalnych identitach inStitucionalizovanych v priestore severného Slovenska (ktorym sa detail-
nejSie venujem v predchadzajucich textoch), z tohto pohladu predstavuje synteticky zaver

celého suboru prilozenych Stadii.

2 Material a metodika

V prvej casti suboru publikaénych vystupov je zoradenych niekolko kratSich
teoreticko-metodologickych c¢lankov (Nikischer 2012, 2013c¢, 2013d, 2014c, 2014d). Tie
vychadzaju z doslednej heuristiky relevantnej literatury a dodato¢nej vlastnej abstrakcie
autora. V niektorych z nich st struéne prezentované i konkrétne empirické vyskumy, resp.
prislusné analyzy, ale tieto predstavujii iba priklady vyskumu kategorii diskutovanych
v teoretickej rovine, a nie nosnu cast' danych textov, do ktorej by mala vyustit’ predosla
teoreticko-metodologicka diskusia.

Nasledujuce texty (Nikischer 2013a, 2014a, 2014b, 2014e, 2015a, 2015b, 2015c,
2015d) maju charakter empiricko-analytickych §tadii, ktoré su uvedené naleZitou teoreticko-

metodologickou diskusiou. Vynimkou je len ¢lanok Formovanie teritoridlnej identity Cechov



a Slovakov (Nikischer 2013b), ktory nepredstavuje vysledky konkrétneho vyskumu, ale histo-
rickogeograficku perspektivu na proces vyvoja teritoridlneho povedomia Cechov a Slovakov
zalozenl na rozsiahlej resersi relevantnej literatiry. Predkladané §tadie st radené primarne
na zaklade vel’kosti zaujmového tizemia prislusného vyskumu (od Eurdpskej tnie po severné
Slovensko) asekundarne na zédklade pouzitych vyskumnych metdéd (od extenzivnych
kvantitativnych vyskumov po kvalitativny vyskum). Vo vSeobecnosti pri analyze jednotlivych
dimenzii regiondlnej identity pouzivam viac kvantitativne metddy, kvalitativny vyskum
prezentuju iba dve Stadie (najméd Nikischer 2015c; ¢iastocne Nikischer 2014b). Vicsina stati
predstavuje analyzu vysledkov rozne extenzivnych a Standardizovanych dopytovani
(Nikischer 2013a, 2014b, 2014e, 2015a, 2015b, 2015¢, 2015d), v ¢lanku Alternativne pristupy
k Studiu uzemnych identit obyvatelstva (Nikischer 2014a) pomocou obsahovej analyzy
sledujem prejavy regionalneho povedomia na socialnej sieti.

Zameriavajic sa na dopytovanie, mozno konstatovat, ze vo vacSine Studii pracujem
s datami z velkych medzinarodnych ¢i celonarodnych dotaznikovych prieskumov (Nikischer
2013a, 2014b, 2014e, 2015a, 2015b, 2015d), vysledky hibkovych interview prezentuja iba
dve Studie (Nikischer 2014b, 2015c). Déta cerpam zo série eurdpskych prieskumov
Eurobarometer (d’alej aj ako EB; Nikischer 2014b, 2015a, 2015b, 2015d), medzinarodného
vyskumného programu ISSP (Nikischer 2013a) ¢i omnibusovych prieskumov FOCUSBus
(Nikischer 2014b, 2014e).

S datami pochadzajicimi zo série extenzivnych dotaznikovych prieskumov Eurobaro-
meter pracujem Vv Gvodnych empiricko-analytickych statiach, ktoré pojednavaju o regione
Eurdpa (Nikischer 2015b, 2015d). V prvej z dvojice stadii (Nikischer 2015b) analyzujem
zapouzitia dat zEB 73.3 (European Commission 2012) imidZz Eurépy v jednotlivych
krajinach Eurdpskej tinie. Pomocou analyzy rozptylu (ANOVA), klastrovej analyzy a metody
mnohorozmerného Skdlovania skimam i vzdjomny vztah medzi identitou danej eurdpskej
krajiny (identitou §tatu) a percepciou Europy v nej. Tento vztah sledujem aj v druhej Studii
(Nikischer 2015d), v ktorej pracujem s novsimi tidajmi pochadzajucimi z EB 77.3 (European
Commission 2013) realizovaného v roku 2012. Vysledky analyzy (pouzita bola opat’ ANOVA
¢i klastrovd analyza) pochopitelne porovndvam aj so zavermi predchadzajucej Stadie
(Nikischer 2015b). Data z EB 77.3 taktiez pouZivam pri analyze vztahu medzi imidZom
Eurépy, mierou eurdpskeho povedomia a postojom k d’alsej europskej integracii.

Standardizované dopytovanie je jednou z najvhodnejsich metéd vyskumu miery
regionalneho povedomia. Udaje z EB 73.3 tak vyuzivam (Nikischer 2015a) aj pri analyze

viacerych trovni regionalneho povedomia obyvatelov stredoeurdpskych Statov, konkrétne
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krajin Vysehradskej Stvorky (dalej aj V4). Data zEB 73.3 umoznuju skumat vztah
obyvatelov V4 kich obci, regionu, Statu a Eurdpskej unii a medzinarodnu a Ciastone
I medziregionalnu (vysledky za jednotlivé regiony su menej reprezentativne) komparaciu
miery lokalneho, regiondlneho (subnarodného), Statneho a eurdpskeho povedomia. Mieru
regiondlneho povedomia obyvatel'ov Slovenska analyzujem za pouzitia udajov z EB 73.3
aj v stadii Sprdava z vyskumu regiondlnej identity obyvatelov Slovenska (Nikischer 2014b).
Podobny charakter ako prieskumy Eurobarometer maji aj prieskumy medzinarodného
vyskumného programu ISSP (International Social Survey Programme), ktoré st na rozdiel
od EB realizované aj v mimoeurdpskych krajinach. Udaje z prieskumu ISSP 2003: National
identity Il (ISSP Research Group 2012) vyuzivam pri analyze teritorialnej identity obyvatel'ov
Ceska a Slovenska (Nikischer 2013a), pri¢om sa zameriavam aj na regionalnu diferenciaciu
miery lokalneho, regionalneho a Stdtneho povedomia.

V ramci jednotlivych prieskumov Eurobarometer ¢i ISSP respondenti spravidla
definuju svoj vzt'ah k danej regiondlnej jednotke prostrednictvom volby jednej zo Styroch
moznych odpovedi — pokial’ nezvolia odpoved’ ,,neviem*, mozu svoj vzt'ah k danému regiénu
definovat’ ako velmi blizky, blizky, nie velmi blizky ¢i Ziadny. Vysledkom je ,vztah
Kk regionu“ ako ordinalna premennd, iba tazko mozeme exaktne kvantifikovat’ rozdiel
(vzdialenost’) medzi vztahom blizkym a vel'mi blizkym apod. Takyto charakter premenne;j
limituje moznosti analyzy prislusnych dat, z tohto hl'adiska sa javi ako vhodnejSie poziadat
respondentov, aby intenzitu svojho vztahu ku konkrétnemu regionu definovali na Ciselnej
skale. Prave o to som poziadal respondentov omnibusového prieskumu FOCUSBuUS september
2014 (dalej FB 9/2014; Focus 2014), ktory bol realizovany na tizemi Slovenska na repre-
zentativnej vzorke 1043 respondentov vo veku 18 rokov a viac. Mieru regionalneho
povedomia vo vztahu k roznym typom regionov (Cast’ obce, obec, okres, tradicny region,
samospravny kraj, Slovensko, EU) skimam na zaklade dit zo spominaného prieskumu
v kratkej Stadii Regiondlne povedomie a identita regionov na Slovensku (Nikischer 2014e).
Ako napoveda uz nazov uvedenej state, vyuzivajuc data z prieskumu FB 9/2014 v nej
analyzujem i identitu tradi¢nych regiénov Slovenska (rovnako i Nikischer 2015c). Udaje
pochadzajuce z iného prieskumu FOCUSBus december 2013 (d’alej FB 12/2013; Focus 2013)
vyuzivam v d’alSej Stadii (Nikischer 2014b) pri skimani inStitucionalizacie regionov
Slovenska.

Za vynimo¢ny mozno povazovat kvalitativny vyskum regiondlnych identit na sever-
nom Slovensku, ktory som vrokoch 2013-2014 realizoval prostrednictvom hibkovych

rozhovorov so starostami viacerych tamojsich obci. Iny podobny koncepéne ukotveny
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kvalitativny vyskum primarne zamerany na regiondlne povedomie obyvatel'ov Slovenska
a identitu slovenskych regiénov doposial’ nebol realizovany, rovnako nema obdobu ani Stidia
prezentujuca jeho vysledky (Nikischer 2015c¢). Vyber deviatich modelovych obci, v ktorych
boli vedené jednotlivé interview, je blizSie Specifikovany v samotnej $tudii — jeho zakladnou
myslienkou bola poziadavka, aby kazda obec reprezentovala iny tradicny region severného
Slovenska. Jednotlivé rozhovory trvali priblizne 80 minat a boli za suhlasu respondentov
zaznamenavané na diktafon, vSetky boli vedené tym istym vyskumnym pracovnikom
(autorom prezentovanej prace). V §tGdii na vhodnych miestach dopliam a konfrontujem
vysledky kvalitativneho vyskumu s vysledkami reprezentativnych dotaznikovych prieskumov
(FB 12/2013, 9/2014). V Sprave z vyskumu regiondlnej identity obyvatelov Slovenska
(Nikischer 2014b) naopak zistenia vychadzajuce z analyz reprezentativnych dat (EB 73.3,
FB 12/2013) dopiam vysledkami hibkovych rozhovorov so starostami.

Z hladiska pouzitej vyskumnej metdody mozno za jedinecnu povazovat’ i dalSiu Stadiu
(Nikischer 2014a), v ktorej je miera regionalneho povedomia skimana na zaklade obsahovej
analyzy uzivatel'skych profilov vytvorenych na socialnej sieti (Facebook). Miera regiondlneho
povedomia teda nie je podobne ako vo vysSie uvedenych $tudiach sktimana na zéklade
dopytovania, ale na zaklade pozorovania prejavu vztahu k regionu v ramci konkrétnej 'udskej
akcie (identifikacia s obcou na socialnej sieti, ktora sa odohrava prostrednictvom prepojenia
profilu danej obce a prislusného osobného profilu identifikujicim sa uzivatel'om socialnej
siete). Ako uvadzam i vsamotnej §tadii, k pouzitiu konceptudlnej obsahovej analyzy
osobnych profilov na socialnej sieti ma viedla absencia vyskumnych metdd, ktoré by umoz-
novali skimat’ (a nasledne porovnavat’) mieru lokdlneho povedomia v ramci vel'kého poctu
zakladnych stiborov zaroven (V pripade diskutovanej stadie je zakladny stbor reprezentovany
obyvatel'mi danej obce). Pocet zakladnych suborov bol v pripade daného vyskumu skuto¢ne
velky, vstadii vyhodnocujem mieru lokalneho povedomia v 859 obciach severného
Slovenska. Nasledne pomocou analyzy LISA identifikujem oblasti (priestorové zhluky obci)
vykazujuce vysoku alebo nizku mieru lokdlneho povedomia a obce s extrémnymi hodnotami

miery povedomia v lokalnom kontexte.

3 Diskusia vybranych vysledkov

Prostrednictvom jednotlivych priloZzenych S§tadii kvalifikacnd praca prezentuje
mnozstvo poznatkov tykajucich sa konkrétnych sociopriestorovych procesov, ako i rad

zov$eobecneni. Studie zamerané na problematiku eurdpskej identity (Nikischer 2015b, 2015d)
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zretelne demonstruji, ako sa vnutornd heterogenita Eurdépy premieta do vyraznych
priestorovych disparit v percepcii tohto regionu. Realizované analyzy poukazuji na existenciu
vzajomného dialektického vztahu medzi identitou Eurdépy a identitami jednotlivych
»europskych® statov. ldentita Eur6py je formovana identitami jednotlivych europskych krajin
(obyvatelia danych krajin prisudzuju Europe tie atributy, ktorymi sa vyznacuje ich Stat)
a naopak (prvky ,.europskosti sa stdvaju sucastou identit danych Statov, napr. euro alebo
,vyspela demokracia®), pricom v ramci tohto obojstranného vztahu dochadza k prenosu
prvkov medzi identitami jednotlivych ecurdpskych Statov a Kk postupnému zmenSovaniu
rozdielov medzi identitami tychto krajin v Case. K podobnému procesu, avSak na inej
mierkovej trovni, dochddza aj medzi identitami regiénov daného statu.

Vzhladom na skuto¢nost, Ze obyvatelia vi¢siny krajin EU pripisuju Eurépe tie
vlastnosti, ktorymi sa vyznacuji aj ich vlastné Staty, sa javi, Ze svoje krajiny povazuju
za sucast’ Eurdpy. Miera eurdpskeho povedomia, tj. vzt'ah obyvatel'ov k Eurdpe, vSak ostava
v krajindich EU nad’alej vel'mi nizka. Slovensko mozno zaradit ku krajindam, kde je miera
eurépskeho povedomia este relativne vysoka (v porovnani s ostatnymi krajinami EU), aj ked’
sa vysledky jednotlivych prieskumov (vid’ Nikischer 2013a, 2015a, 2015d) mierne odliSuju.
Tieto prieskumy vSak boli realizované v rozlicnych obdobiach, pomerne vysokd miera
eurdépskeho povedomia bola na Slovensku zistena napr. v roku 2010, teda rok po vstupe
krajiny do eurozony. Ostatne, euro je podla obyvatelov Slovenska jednoznacne najdole-
zitejsim komponentom identity Eurdpy ada sa predpokladat, ze v krajine predstavuje
i relativne dolezity zdroj europskeho povedomia.

Regionalnemu povedomiu obyvatel'ov (severného) Slovenska, jeho formovaniu
aregionalnej diferenciacii sa zrdznej perspektivy venuje niekolko priloZzenych Stadii
(Nikischer 2013a, 2013b, 2014a, 2014b, 2014e, 2015a, 2015c). V jednej z nich (Nikischer
2015a) je regionalna identita obyvatel'ov Slovenska diskutovand v SirSom eurdpskom a najmé
stredoeuropskom (krajiny V4) kontexte. Ukazuje sa, ze miera S$tatneho povedomia je
vo vSetkych krajinach V4 vys$ia neZ miera povedomia lokalneho, regiondlneho (chéap region
vV uzSom zmysle) ¢i eurdpskeho, €o je pre nadrodnostne a teritoridlne homogénne narodné Staty
typické. Najmensi rozdiel medzi mierou lokalneho, regiondlneho a Statneho povedomia je
nedokoncena jazykova homogenizicia, tradi€né regidbny na pomerne vysokom stupni
institucionalizacie, slaba centralna pozicia Bratislavy; vid’ aj Kusy 1991; Findor 2000). Velky

rozdiel medzi mierou $tatneho aregionalneho povedomia mozno naopak pozorovat
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V Mad’arsku, v krajine, ktort mézeme povazovat’ za teritoridlne (subnarodné regiony na niz-
kom stupni institucionalizacie) i narodnostne najhomogénnejsiu (vid’ aj Jones, Smith 2001).

Miera regionalnecho povedomia (v zmysle vztahu k subndrodnym regionom)
obyvatel'ov Slovenska sa na zéklade analyz tidajov z viacerych medzinarodnych prieskumov
(EB 73.3, ISSP 2003) javi v porovnani s ostatnymi krajinami Eur6py ako priemerna. Za nevy-
hodu tychto prieskumov vSak mozno oznacit' skuto¢nost, ze zistuju vztah obyvatelov
Slovenska k samospravnym krajom (resp. krajom a okresom v pripade ISSP 2003), s ktorymi
sa Slovaci identifikuji v mensej miere nez s tzv. tradicnymi regionmi. Tato skutocnost
naznaéuju hibkové interview so starostami obci (Nikischer 2015¢) a potvrdzuji analyzy dat
z prieskumov FOCUSBus (Nikischer 2014b, 2014¢). Ked’ sa obyvatel'ov Slovenska opytame,
v akom regione ziju, vacSinou odpovedaju prostrednictvom odkazu na jeden z tradi¢nych
regionov Slovenska, pricom najcastejSie tymto sposobom odpovedaju prave obyvatelia
severnych casti krajiny. Na Orave, Liptove ana Spisi sa takto stradicnym regionom
identifikovalo az 100 % respondentov. Nazor, ze najviac spomedzi obyvatel'ov Slovenska
,baziruju“ na prislusnosti k tradicnému regionu prave Liptaci a Oravaci, zaznel ipocas
hibkovych rozhovorov. Na zéklade vysledkov vyskumov moZeme za tradi¢né regiony na naj-
vySSom stupni inStitucionalizacie povazovat’ regiony ako Liptov, SpiS, Orava, Turiec ¢i Za-
horie, teda tradicné regidny, ktorych nazvy najviac rezonuju aj v rdmci beznej ¢i medialne;j
komunikacie na Slovensku (Nikischer 2014b).

V priebehu hibkovych interview bol velmi negativne hodnoteny nesulad hranic
vyssich uzemnospravnych celkov (krajov) Slovenska s hranicami tradi¢nych regionov (najmé
na Spisi, ktory je od roku 1996 takmer proporcionalne rozdeleny krajskou hranicou; vid’
aj SITA 2009; Farkasova 2013). Respondenti hovorili o ,nereSpektovani povodnych
regionalnych identit* pocas uzemnospravnej reformy.

Vyskum identit tradicnych regionov severného Slovenska (Nikischer 2014e, 2015c¢)
potvrdil vyznamnu Ulohu ndzvu regionu ako najddlezitejSicho komponentu jeho sym-
bolického tvaru. Jednotlivci totiz Casto stotoznuja (identify), resp. davaji do stvisu
S regionom entity, ktoré nest jeho ndzov a opaéne (ostatne, aj ndzov Eurdpskej tinie mozno
povazovat’ za hlavny dovod jej stotoziiovania s Eurdpou; vid Nikischer 2015d). Kvality
regionu su tak prostrednictvom ndzvu prenasané na danu entitu a naopak, pritom nezalezi,
¢iméd dand entita spredmetnym regionom okrem nazvu naozaj nie€o spolocné (napr.
¢1 vV danom regidne lezi, ma v niom svoj pévod apod.).

Starostovia poznamenavaju, ze identity jednotlivych obci Castokrat formujii zname

osobnosti: ,,Z naSej obce pochadza olympionik Straka (meno pozmenené autorom, pozn.),
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Cize by som povedal, ze on tiez dotvara taku identitu naSej obce.” Starostovia zaroven
uvadzaju, ze aj vramci jednotlivych obci mozno spravidla vyclenit menSie subregiony
(miestne Casti) s jedine¢nou identitou. Vyssi stupen institucionalizacie tychto miestnych Casti
modze v ramci obce vyvolavat’ rivalitu a predstavovat’ brzdu, ale i akcelerator jej rozvoja.
Pripady, ked’ maji obyvatelia obce blizsi vzt'ah k jednotlivym miestnym ¢astiam neZ k obci
samotnej, nie su vobec vynimoc¢né. Ostatne, prieskum FB 9/2014 ukazal (Nikischer 2014e),
Ze vo vSeobecnosti maju obyvatelia Slovenska k ¢astiam obci, v ktorych ziju, skoro rovnako
silny vztah ako k svojim domovskym obciam. Analyza osobnych profilov na socidlnej sieti
(Nikischer 2014a) naznaCuje nizku mieru lokalneho povedomia (slaby vztah k obci)
Vv obciach severného Slovenska, ktorych nazov je zlozeny z nazvov jednotlivych miestnych
Casti (napr. Sulov-Hradna). Mozno pozorovat’ pripady, ked’ takéto obce nemaju na socialnej
sieti vytvoreny ani svoj vlastny profil, kym miestne ¢asti svojim vlastnym profilom disponuju.
D4 sa predpokladat’, Ze v podobnych pripadoch sa obyvatel'stvo vo vSeobecnosti identifikuje
skor s miestnou ¢ast'ou nez so samotnou obcou (o identifikacii na socialnej sieti to v niekto-
rych pripadoch plati doslova).

Pochopitel'ne, vysokd miera povedomia vo vztahu k miestnym castiam moze
sposobovat’ problémy pri rozhodovani obecného zastupitel'stva (vid® Nikischer 2015c¢),
dokonca mdze viest’ az k rozpadu obce (podobné procesy vsak stcasna legislativa na Slo-
vensku obmedzuje) ¢i k vyznamnej zmene jej identity (nazvu obce apod.). Na druhej strane,
ako poznamenava a demonstruje jeden z respondentov hibkovych rozhovorov, réznorodost
Vramci obce moéze prinasat ozivenie miestneho zivota (mdzeme si vSimnut paralelu
s regionom Europy a ideou ,jednoty v rozmanitosti®). V naznafenych smeroch moézeme
uvazovat' aj o vztahu inych regionov aich subregionov, nie iba o obci ajej miestnych
Castiach.

Prieskum ISSP 2003 naznacuje (Nikischer 2013a), ze v ramci uzemia Slovenska je
najvysSia miera lokalneho povedomia prave na jeho severe. Vysoki mieru lokalneho
povedomia na severnom Slovensku mozno scasti vysvetlit’ slovami Bitusikovej (2002), podla
ktorej je pre horské regiony, kde boli vzdy zivotné podmienky tvrdSie ako v niZSie poloZenych
oblastiach, charakteristicka zna¢na solidarita v ramci lokalnej spolo¢nosti, vzajomna vypomoc
medzi susedmi a rodinami a niz8ia socidlna diferencidcia (inymi slovami, pre horské regiony
su typické silné lokalne vdzby). Aj analyza priestorovej diferencidcie miery lokalneho
povedomia na severnom Slovensku ukazuje (Nikischer 2014a), ze priestorové zhluky obci
sniz§im lokdlnym povedomim lezia skor v kotlinach (Turéianska, Liptovska, Zilinska

kotlina), kym priestorové asocidcie obci s vysokym lokdlnym povedomim skor v chladnejsich
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oblastiach s ¢lenitej$im terénom (napr. v oblasti slovensko-pol'ského pohranic¢ia na Kysuciach
a na Orave, na kysucko-oravskom pomedzi ¢i vo vychodnej ¢asti Levocskych vrchov). Avsak
pomerne vysoka miera lokalneho povedomia bola zistend i v menSej Rajeckej kotline, nizka
miera naopak Vv severnej ¢asti Sarisa.

Okrem obci, ktorych nazvy st zlozené z nazvov miestnych Casti, bola zistena pomerne
nizka miera lokalneho povedomia aj v mnohych obciach, ktoré sa nachadzaji v uzSom zazemi
vacsich miest. Zda sa, ze sa sféra vplyvu sidelného centra vyssSieho radu prejavuje aj v miere
lokalneho povedomia, kde vac¢sie centrum pdsobi na svoje uzsie zazemie ako ,,vysavac* tohto
povedomia (aj Vramci beznej komunikacie jednotlivci Casto manifestuju svoju lokalnu
identitu prostrednictvom vyjadrenia prislusnosti k va¢§im centram nachadzajiucim sa v rela-
tivnej blizkosti obci, z ktorych pochadzaji). Na zaver treba dodat’, ze obyvatel'stvo kultirne
a geograficky blizkych tradiénych regionov (Liptov a Turiec, Kysuce a Orava, Spis$

a Zamagurie, Sari§ a Horny Zemplin) vykazuje i podobnti mieru lokalneho povedomia.

4 Zaver

Mozno tvrdit, Ze nova regiondlna geografia je viac teoretickd nez tradi¢na
(idiografickd) regionalna geografia, ktord v praxi zahfiala regiondlnu klasifikaciu a ¢astokrat
vel'mi vyCerpavajlicu deskripciu (MacKinnon 2009). Hlavnym ciel'om ,,novych* regionalnych
geografov je pochopenie procesu utvarania regionov, tj. hladanie pravidelnosti v socio-
priestorovych procesoch odohravajtcich sa v réznych Casopriestorovych kontextoch. Aj ked’
V procese inStitucionalizacie jednotlivych regionov mdzeme pozorovat urcité zakonitosti,
nesmieme zabudat’ na skutoCnost, ze ,zivot“ kazdého regionu je unikatny, Specificky.
V mnohych pripadoch ma prave vyskum takéhoto jedine¢ného procesu institucionalizacie
mimoriadnu spolo¢ensku relevanciu (vid’ region Eurdpa). Tym, Ze pristup novej regionalne;j
geografie (ktory vSak nie je Uplne koherentny; vid’ Gilbert 1988) kladie doraz na hl'adanie
zékonitosti V socialnej organizacii priestoru prostrednictvom Stadia Specifickych regionov
(vid’ Kucera 2011), prindSa mnozstvo generalizovatel'nych zaverov i jedine¢nych poznatkov
0 konkrétnych sociopriestorovych procesoch.

Typickym znakom ,,nového* pristupu K stadiu regionov je skutocnost, ze v ramci
neho nepreferujeme Ziadnu z geografickych mierok — pochopenie institucionalizacie regionov
a socidlnej organizacie priestoru predpoklada vyskum procesov r6znej mierky (Paasi 2009).
Rovnako prezentovana kvalifikaéna praca obsahuje Stadie zamerané na analyzu

sociopriestorovych procesov rozlicnych mierok, od lokalnej (na tirovni obce, resp. miestnej
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Casti) az po supranarodni (Europa). Pochopitelne, nemozno tvrdit, ze by predkladana

dizertatna praca komplexne vysvetlovala vznik, reprodukciu, transformaciu ¢i zanik

regionov, kazdopadne vsak v tomto smere predstavuje relevantny prispevok. Zaroven prinasa

mnozstvo poznatkov tykajucich sa konkrétnych regionov a pomerne uceleny obraz socidlnej

organizacie priestoru Slovenska, predovsetkym jeho severnej Casti.

Prinos celej kvalifikacnej prace, ktorej hlavnym cielom bolo rozsirenie sti€¢asného

stavu poznania procesu institucionalizacie regionov a sociadlnej organizacie priestoru

v§eobecne, mozno zhrnit’ do Styroch zakladnych bodov:

Praca predstavuje relevantny prispevok k teoreticko-metodologickej diskusii problema-

tiky socidlnej organizacie priestoru, regiondlnych identit a inStitucionalizcie regionov.

Praca prezentuje niekol’ko vyskumov regionalnych identit roznych geografickych mierok,
ktoré su zaloZené na viacerych, s€asti originalnych, resp. malo pouzivanych metodach.
Obohacuje tak metodiku vyskumu réznych dimenzii regionélnej identity a socidlnej

organizacie priestoru.

Prezentované vyskumy a prislusné vysledky prispievaju k poznaniu vztahu spolo¢nosti
a priestoru, k pochopeniu toho, ako je geograficky priestor spolo¢nostou organizovany.
Prostrednictvom analyz regiondlneho povedomia, identit regionov a ich vzajomnych
vztahov praca prispieva k pochopeniu procesu institucionalizacie regionov a Struk-
turovania geografického priestoru. Pochopenie socidlnej organizacie priestoru a procesov,
ktoré vedu k vytvaraniu sociopriestorovych hranic, moze dopomoéct’ k odstranovaniu
negativnych efektov suvisiacich s ich existenciou. TaktieZ je nevyhnutné z pohladu
uspesného ,,manazmentu® regionov (chap ako cielavedomé konstruovanie/reproduk-
ciu/dekonstruovanie regionov za Ucelom dosiahnutia konkrétnych politickych, ekono-
mickych ¢i inych cielov), ktory je beznou sucastou politickej i ekonomickej praxe.

Nemenej relevantné je z pohl'adu regionalneho rozvoja.

Praca predstavuje dolezity prispevok k vyskumu socidlnej organizacie priestoru
Slovenska, predovietkym jeho severnych oblasti (Zilinského a Presovského kraja). Tento
prispevok je o to relevantnej$i, Ze socidlna organizacia priestoru severného Slovenska
nebola doposial predmetom adekvatneho vyskumu a nélezitych odbornych diskusii.
Z hladiska vyskumu regionalnych identit pritom severné Slovensko predstavuje obzvIlast

zaujimavy geograficky priestor, ktory je charakteristicky radou Specifik. Z pohladu
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deciznej sféry predstavuju niektoré v praci prezentované zavery material hodny

pozornosti.
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1 Introduction and aims of the study

In his famous 1960 lecture, Edmund W. Gilbert defined geography as the ,.art“
of knowing the regions. The term region can be conceptualized in various ways, from which
different types of (regional) geography ,,art* are also derived. We can distinguish two main
approaches to the study of regions, the traditional and the one we usually call ,,new".
Traditional regional geographers search (define) regions through the empirical research
of the socio-economic and/or physical geographical reality, which they later usually describe
in extensive regional monographs. The result of this work is usually a specific regionalization
of a geographical space.

The ambition of the ,,new* regional geographer is not to create a new regionalization,
define new regions somewhere ,,out there“ waiting to be discovered (see Agnew 2013). New
regional geography, by contrast, places an emphasis on the research of already existing
(institutionalized) ,,living regionalizations*, which can have different origins (the beginning
of their institutionalization can be, for example, associated with the regionalization created by
a traditional regional geographer). New regional geography therefore does not pay so much
attention to how the social and natural phenomena are organized in geographical space, but
rather to how the space is organized (structured) by society (Hefmanova, Chromy et al. 2009).
Of course, the spatial organization of society cannot be left unnoticed in the examination
of the geographical space's organization, because it often influences it in a fundamental
manner. The social organization of geographical space (e.g. its distribution into individual
states) again influences the spatial organization of society (see also Smith 2005; Yeh 2012).

In Czech geography, research on the geographical organization of society has quite
a long tradition, which is linked to the important work of Martin Hampl (e.g. Hampl 1998,
2002, 2005), particularly in recent decennia. The issue of how space is organized by society,
i.e. the other side of the mutual relationship between space and society, has received much
less attention in Czech (as well as worldwide) geography. This is understandable, since a pre-
requisite for the motivation to the study of the social organization of space is the perception
and acceptance of the region as a socially constructed fact (e.g. Bourdieu 1980; Bgias,
Marchand, Shaw 1999; Dekker Linnros, Hallin 2001; Debarbieux 2004; Schrijver 2005; Hékli
2008; Del Biaggio 2010; Kucerova 2010; Popescu, Nica 2011; Chromy, Semian, Kucera
2014). A similar view of regions began to be strongly promoted in world geography
in the second half of the 1980s; of course, these ideas began to spread in Czechia with some

delay. Here too, however, more and more scholars are beginning to care about how and why
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the various regional entities existing around us are being created, transformed and ceasing
to exist, which means the patterns of the social organization of space and the process
of the institutionalization of its units, the regions (just in recent years e.g. Fialova, Chromy,
Kucera et al. 2010; Bystticky 2011; Kinzelova 2011; Semian 2012; Peter 2013; Bobr 2014;
Chromy, Semian, Kucera 2014; Kaskova, Chromy 2014; gery 2014; Furmanova 2015).

The qualification work represents the continuation and enrichment of the current
debate on the issues of the social organization of space and socially constructed region,
approached from the perspective of new regional geography. During the examination
of the institutionalization of regions, the new regional geography often used the concept of re-
gional identity, allowing regions to grasp such complex socio-spatial processes containing
several interrelated dimensions. | also worked with the concept of regional identity
in the presented dissertation, using perhaps the best known and most elaborate concept of re-
gional identity created by the Finnish geographer Anssi Paasi (see Paasi 1986). Paasi's work
especially inspired me regarding the definitions of the main regional identity dimensions,
and | also drew the ideas from Paasi's theory of the institutionalization of regions (Paasi ibid.),
closely related with his concept of regional identity.

The present qualification work examines several dimensions of regional identities
of various geographical scales, while 1 focus on regional identities institutionalized
in the space of northern Slovakia. Despite the fact that from the perspective of research on re-
gional identities Slovakia can be regarded as a particularly appropriate interest territory
(and this finding is twice as true in the case of northern Slovakia because the traditional
regions with the highest degree of institutionalization lie in the north of the country), thus
focused research is still lagging behind in Slovakia (e.g. in comparison with Czechia). The re-
gional consciousness of the inhabitants of (northern) Slovakia and the identity of (northern)
Slovak regions are categories that have not yet been adequately investigated (in terms of re-
search on regional identities in Slovakia, Slavomir Bucher's work can be considered the most
beneficial; see Bucher 2012; Bucher et al. 2013; Bucher, Istokova 2015).

In addition to the fact that the presented work covers the ,,blind spots® in the research
of Slovak regions, it undoubtedly represents a valuable contribution to the Czech debate
on the topic of regional identity and the institutionalization of regions. Even though in recent
years the ,ldentity Club*“ has built up a relatively strong position in Czech geography,
as demonstrated by the ever-widening circle of authors discussing the topic in question,
certain shortcomings can be found in the used methodology for research on regional

identities, which in most cases is represented by a self-made questionnaire survey (often not
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sufficiently representative). Also, | largely used data from extensive questionnaire surveys,
inthe presented qualification work for the research of regional identities (similarly
Nedomova, Kostelecky 1997; Vlachova, Rehakova 2004a, 2004b, 2009; Drozdova 2007;
Plecita 2012), but the research also relies on other methods, such as in-depth interviews
(in Czechia, regional identity has so far been studied through qualitative interviews,
particularly within sociology; see e.g. Zich 2003; Houzvicka, Novotny 2007; Meciar 2008;
Roubal 2009) and content analysis. After all, even highly reliable data from major
international questionnaire surveys, which I work with in a number of accompanying studies,
were still just minimally used by Czech geographers in the research of regional identities (see
Kinzelova 2011).

Outside the adequate attention of Czech geographers engaged in the research of re-
gional identities there still remain some important and topical issues, such as European
identity (and its relationship to state identity) and the institutionalization of Europe or spatial
and social disparities in the degree of the regional identity of the inhabitants (in contrast,
highlighting the progress of research on peripheral, border and resettled regions and local
regional consciousness). The mutual relationships between the various dimensions of regional
identity and the laws of the social organization of space are still not discussed very well.
In the present work a discussion on the aforementioned issues is not omitted.

The previous lines already suggest that the aim of my studies, presented in the sub-
mitted qualification work, was to better understand the social organization of space and its
laws, by means of research on diverse regional identities. Such a defined objective did not
exclude the specification of a particular territory of interest, that could also give a stronger
idiographic character to the work. On the one hand, research on the regional identities
of various types and geographical scales institutionalized in a given territory allows the search
for certain rules in the ,life* (institutionalization) of regions in general, on the other hand
providing substantial unique information on the social organization of space in this territory,
which can be used in concrete decision-making processes (e.g. in the reform of territorial
division). Due to the reasons | am specifying more precisely in the work itself, I chose
the northern Slovakia (the Zilina and Presov Regions) as the space | am interested in re-
searching. However, | did not focus the realized research exclusively on its territory, or its
inhabitants. | call northern Slovakia as the ,,space of interest” rather in the sense that all
the different regions | focused my research on (such as Europe, Slovakia, eastern Slovakia,
Orava, Horny Sari§, Dunajov and Dolna Lehota) are linked by the fact that they are (also)
institutionalized in the territory of northern Slovakia. The contact point for the individual
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partial studies and the present papers is not just a solution to the issue, but also a specific
geographical space, thanks to which the work gains the already mentioned added value, which
IS a quite complex picture of the social organization of space of northern Slovakia. The study
of a wide and heterogeneous set of regions / socio-spatial processes ,,taking place“ in northern
Slovakia also enables the full implementation of the main objective, which is to expand
the current state of knowledge on the social organization of space, i.e. the process of the in-
stitutionalization of regions and its laws.

Based on the above-defined objective, the main research question that may be divided

into several parts can be established:

»  What patterns can be observed in the context of the various dimensions of regional
identity and what is the position of these dimensions within the wider process of the insti-

tutionalization of the region as a unit of the social organization of space?

How are the regions created? Can a certain regularity be observed in the process
of the institutionalization of regions? What relationships exist between the various
dimensions of regional identity? How are the various dimensions of regional identity
formed? Are there laws in relation with regional consciousness (or its degree) and
the identity/image of the region? Can we observe a certain regularity in terms of the spa-
tial differentiation of the degree of regional consciousness and the image of regions? How
is the social organization of space reflected within human activities? What is the position
of the individual regional identity dimensions within the (economic) development

of the region?

By presenting a number of studies on the regional identities in northern Slovakia,
the dissertation also answers the following question:

«  What are the specific features of the social organization of space in northern Slovakia?

What regions are institutionalized in northern Slovakia, how are they being
institutionalized, and what is the degree of their institutionalization? What is the re-
flection of the relationship between the various dimensions of regional identity
in the process of the institutionalization of regions ,,nesting in northern Slovakia? How
is the regional consciousness of residents from (northern) Slovakia and the identity
of (northern) Slovak regions formed? What are the specificities of regional consciousness

and the identities of the regions in northern Slovakia? Are there spatial differences
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in the degree of regional identity of the inhabitants in northern Slovakia? Can we observe
differences in regional consciousness between different social categories? How do
the residents of northern Slovakia identify with the current territorial and administrative

division of the Slovak Republic?

The present dissertation thesis is organized into two basic units. The first part
introduces individual theoretical and methodological articles and analytical studies that
generate the contents of the second part of the work. It comprises a set of 14 texts of various
scopes. The first five accompanying papers (Nikischer 2012, 2013c, 2013d, 2014c, 2014d) are
short theoretical and methodological discussions on the issues of regional identity, the fol-
lowing texts representing a set of empirical-analytic studies focused on the research of re-
gional identities of different geographical scales. The first ones (Nikischer 2015b, 2015d) are
focused on the issue of European identity (European consciousness and the identity of Eu-
rope), the other ones (Nikischer 2013a, 2013b, 2015a) analyze the regional identity of the in-
habitants (the relationship of inhabitants to municipalities, subnational regions, countries
and Europe) of Slovakia and neighboring countries. The subsequent studies (Nikischer 2014b,
2014e) dissert solely on the identity of Slovak regions and the regional consciousness
of Slovak citizens. Next article (Nikischer 2014a) focuses on the analysis of the local
consciousness in the Zilina and PreSov Regions. The final study (Nikischer 2015c)
collectively discusses the concept of regional identity and the different regional identities
institutionalized in the space of northern Slovakia (which | focus on in more detail in earlier
texts), and from that perspective it represents a synthetic conclusion to the whole set

of accompanying studies.

2 Material and methods

Several shorter theoretical and methodological articles are arranged in the first part
of the set of publication outputs (Nikischer 2012, 2013c, 2013d, 2014c, 2014d). They are
based on the consistent heuristics of the relevant literature and the additional abstraction
of the author. Specific empirical research or appropriate analyzes are briefly presented
in some of them, but these are only examples of research in categories discussed in theory,
and not a supporting portion of the given texts, where in the previous theoretical and meth-

odological debate should lead.
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The following texts (Nikischer 2013a, 2014a, 2014b, 2014e, 2015a, 2015b, 2015c,
2015d) have the character of the empirical-analytic studies, which are introduced with
the pertinent theoretical and methodological discussion. The only exception is the Formo-
vanie teritorialnej identity Cechov a Slovikov article (Nikischer 2013b), which does not
present the results of specific research, but the historical-geographical perspective on the ter-
ritorial consciousness developing process of Czechs and Slovaks, based on the extensive
relevant literature search. The present studies are ranked primarily based on the size
of the territory of interest in the given research study (from the European Union to north
Slovakia), and secondarily based on the research methods (from extensive quantitative studies
to qualitative research). In general, when analyzing various dimensions of regional identity,
| have used quantitative methods more, the qualitative research presented only in two studies
(particularly Nikischer 2015c; partly Nikischer 2014b). Most papers represent the results
analysis of the variously extensive and standardized questioning (Nikischer 2013a, 2014b,
2014e, 2015a, 2015b, 2015c, 2015d), and in the Alternativne pristupy k studiu tizemnych
identit obyvatelstva article (Nikischer 2014a) | monitor the manifestations of regional
consciousness on a social network through a content analysis.

Focusing on questioning, it can be concluded that in most studies | work with data
from large international or nationwide questionnaire surveys (Nikischer 2013a, 2014b, 2014e,
2015a, 2015b, 2015d), the results of in-depth interviews presented only by two studies
(Nikischer 2014b, 2015c). | draw the data from a series of Eurobarometer surveys (hereinafter
EB; Nikischer 2014b, 2015a, 2015b, 2015d), the ISSP international research program
(Nikischer 2013a) and the FOCUSBus omnibus surveys (Nikischer 2014b, 2014e).

I work with the data derived from a series of extensive Eurobarometer questionnaire
surveys in the initial empirical-analytic papers dealing with the region of Europe (Nikischer
2015b, 2015d). In the first of the two studies (Nikischer 2015b) | analyze the image of Europe
in the various countries of the European Union using data from the EB 73.3 (European
Commission 2012). Using an analysis of variance (ANOVA), cluster analysis and the multi-
dimensional scaling method, | also examine the correlation between the identity of the given
European country (the identity of the state) and the perception of Europe in it. I monitor this
relationship in the second study (Nikischer 2015d) as well, which works with newer data
coming from the EB 77.3 (European Commission 2013) carried out in 2012. | naturally
compare the results of the analysis (ANOVA or a cluster analysis was again used) with

the conclusions of previous study (Nikischer 2015b). Data from the EB 77.3 are also used
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for analyzing the relationship between the image of Europe, the degree of European
consciousness and the attitude towards further European integration.

Standardized questioning is one of the most appropriate methods of researching
the degree of regional consciousness. Data from the EB 73.3 was thus also used (Nikischer
2015a) in the analysis of various levels of regional consciousness concerning the inhabitants
of Central European countries, namely the Visegrad Four (hereinafter V4). Data from
the EB 73.3 allowed studying the relationship of V4 residents with their municipality, region,
state and the European Union, as well as international and partially also inter-regional (results
for individual regions are less representative) comparison of degrees of local, regional
(subnational), nation-state and European consciousness. Using data from the EB 73.3, | ana-
lyze the degree of regional consciousness of the Slovak population also in the Sprdva
Z viskumu regiondlnej identity obyvatelov Slovenska study (Nikischer 2014b). The ISSP
(International Social Survey Programme) surveys have a similar nature to the Eurobarometer
surveys, which unlike the EB are also carried out in non-European countries. | used the ISSP
2003: National identity Il survey data (ISSP Research Group 2012) when analyzing
the territorial identity of Czech and Slovak inhabitants (Nikischer 2013a), focusing on the re-
gional differentiation of the degree of local, regional and nation-state consciousness.

Within individual Eurobarometer or ISSP surveys the respondents generally define
their relationship with the given regional unit through the choice of one of four possible
answers — unless they choose ,,I do not know*, they can define their relationship to the given
region as very close, close, not very close or not close at all. The result is the ,,relationship
to the region* as an ordinal variable; it would be difficult to exactly quantify the distinction
between a close relationship and very close, etc. Such a variable's character limits
the possibilities of analyzing the relevant data, and in this regard it seems more appropriate
to ask respondents to define the intensity of their relationship to a particular region on a nu-
merical scale. That is what | asked the respondents of the FOCUSBus September 2014
omnibus survey (hereinafter FB 9/2014; Focus 2014), carried out on the territory of Slovakia
on a representative sample of 1043 respondents aged 18 and over. The degree of regional
consciousness in relation to different types of regions (part of municipality, municipality,
district, traditional region, self-governing region, Slovakia, the EU) is examined based
on the data from the abovementioned survey in the short Regiondlne povedomie a identita
regionov na Slovensku study (Nikischer 2014e). As suggested by the name of the mentioned
paper, using the data from the FB 9/2014 survey | also analyze the identity of traditional
Slovak regions (similarly Nikischer 2015c). | used the data from the other FOCUSBuS
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December 2013 survey (hereinafter FB 12/2013; Focus 2013) in another study (Nikischer
2014b) when examining the institutionalization of Slovakia's regions.

The qualitative research of regional identities in northern Slovakia, which I carried out
in 2013-2014 through in-depth interviews with the mayors of several local municipalities, can
be considered exceptional. Another similar conceptually grounded qualitative research
primarily focused on the regional consciousness of Slovakia's inhabitants and the identity
of Slovak regions has still not been implemented, neither a study presenting the results
(Nikischer 2015c¢). The selection of nine model municipalities, in which individual interviews
were conducted, is specified in the study itself — its basic idea the requirement that each
municipality represented a different traditional region of northern Slovakia. The individual
interviews lasted approximately 80 minutes and were recorded on a dictation machine with
the agreement of the respondents, all conducted by the same researcher (the author of this
paper). At the appropriate locations in the study | supplement and confront the results
of qualitative research with the results of representative questionnaire surveys (FB 12/2013,
9/2014). On the contrary, in the Sprdva z vyskumu regiondlnej identity obyvatelov Slovenska
article (Nikischer 2014b) I supplement the findings based on the analysis of representative
data (EB 73.3, FB 12/2013) with the results of the in-depth interviews with the mayors.

In terms of the used research method a further study (Nikischer 2014a) can also be
considered unique, in which the degree of regional consciousness is investigated based
on the content analysis of the user profiles created on the social network (Facebook).
The degree of regional consciousness is thus not examined by questioning (as done in the a-
bove studies), but based on the observation of manifestation of the relationship with the re-
gion within a particular human action (identification with the municipality on the social
network, which takes place by linking the profile of the respective municipality and the re-
spective personal profile by the identifying social network user). As | also explain in the study
itself, the use of the conceptual content analysis of personal profiles on the social network was
the result of the lack of research methods that would allow examining (and then comparing)
the degree of local consciousness within large numbers of populations at the same time
(in the discussed study the population is represented by the residents of the municipality).
In the case of the given research the number of populations was very large; in a study |
evaluate the degree of local consciousness in 859 municipalities of northern Slovakia.
Subsequently through the LISA analysis | identify areas (spatial clusters of municipalities)
exhibiting a high or low degree of local consciousness, and municipalities with extreme

values of the consciousness degree within a local context.
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3 Discussion of selected results

Through various accompanying studies the qualification thesis presents much
knowledge regarding specific socio-spatial processes, as well as a series of generalizations.
The studies focused on the issue of the European identity (Nikischer 2015b, 2015d) clearly
demonstrate how the internal heterogeneity of Europe translates into significant spatial
disparities in the perception of this region. The completed analyzes indicate the existence
of a mutual dialectical relationship between the identity of Europe and the identities of in-
dividual ,,European countries. The identity of Europe is formed by the identities of in-
dividual European countries (the inhabitants of the given countries assign those attributes
to Europe that characterize their state) and vice versa (the elements of ,,Europeanness* have
become part of the identities of the states, for example, the euro and ,,advanced democracy*),
while within this bilateral relationship there is a transfer of elements between the identities
of individual European countries and the gradual narrowing of differences between the iden-
tities of these countries in time. A similar process, although on a different scale level, is also
happening between the identities of regions of the given country.

Given the fact that the residents of most EU countries attribute those qualities to Eu-
rope, which also encompass their own states, it appears that they consider their country a part
of Europe. The degree of European consciousness, i.e. the intensity of the relationship of cit-
izens to Europe, however, remains very low in the EU. Slovakia may be included in the coun-
tries where the degree of European consciousness is still relatively high (compared to other
EU countries), although the results of individual surveys (see Nikischer 2013a, 2015a, 2015d)
vary slightly. However, these surveys were conducted in different time periods, a relatively
high degree of European consciousness observed in Slovakia, for example, in 2010, one year
after the country's entry into the Eurozone. After all, according to Slovak inhabitants the euro
is by far the most important component of the identity of Europe and it can be assumed that
in the country it also represents a relatively important source of European consciousness.

Several accompanying studies (Nikischer 2013a, 2013b, 2014a, 2014b, 2014e, 20154,
2015c) are devoted to the regional consciousness of inhabitants of (northern) Slovakia, its
formation and regional differentiation from different perspectives. In one of them (Nikischer
2015a), the regional identity of Slovakia's inhabitants is discussed in a wider European,
and especially Central European (V4 countries) context. It turns out that the degree of state
consciousness is higher in all V4 countries than the degree of local, regional (understanding

region in a narrow sense) or European consciousness that is typical for nationally
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and territorially homogeneous national states. The smallest difference between the degree
of local, regional and state consciousness is in Slovakia, where the mentioned homogeneity is
the lowest (a large Hungarian minority, unfinished linguistic homogenization, traditional
regions at a relatively high level of institutionalization, the weak central position of Bra-
tislava; see also Kusy 1991; Findor 2000). On the contrary, the big difference between the de-
gree of state and regional consciousness can be seen in Hungary, a country which can be
considered the most territorially (subnational regions at a low level of institutionalization)
and nationally homogenous (see also Jones, Smith 2001).

The degree of regional consciousness (in terms of relationship to subnational regions)
of the Slovak population seems average in comparison with the inhabitants of other European
countries based on the analysis of data from several international surveys (EB 73.3, ISSP
2003). The disadvantage of these surveys, however, can be the fact that they observe the re-
lationship of the inhabitants of Slovakia to self-governing regions (or self-governing regions
and districts in the case of ISSP 2003), which Slovaks identify with to a lesser degree than
the traditional regions. This fact is suggested in the in-depth interviews with mayors
of municipalities (Nikischer 2015c¢) and confirmed by the analyses of data from the FO-
CUSBus surveys (Nikischer 2014b, 2014e). When the inhabitants of Slovakia are asked what
region they live in, in most answers they refer to one of the traditional Slovak regions,
and particularly the residents of northern parts of the country respond in this manner.
Up to 100 % of respondents identified with traditional regions in Orava, Liptov and Spis.
The view that most Liptov and Orava residents from among Slovakia's inhabitants ,,insist*
on belonging to a traditional region were also noted during the in-depth interviews. Based on
the research results we can consider regions such as Liptov, Spis, Orava, Turiec and Zahorie
to be the traditional regions at the highest level of institutionalization (the names of these
traditional regions also resonate the most within common or media communication in Slo-
vakia; Nikischer 2014b).

During the in-depth interviews, the discordance of the borders of self-governing
regions with the borders of traditional regions was assessed very negatively (especially
in Spis, which has been almost proportionally divided by a regional boundary since 1996; see
also SITA 2009; Farkasova 2013). Respondents spoke of ,,disregarding the natural regional
identities* during administrative and territorial reform.

The research on the identities of the traditional regions of northern Slovakia (Nikischer
2014e, 2015c) confirmed the important role of the region's name as the most important

component of its symbolic shape. Individuals often identify or associate with the region
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the entities that bear its name, and vice versa (after all, the name of the European Union can
be considered the main reason for its identification with Europe; see Nikischer 2015d).
The qualities of the region are thus transmitted to the given entity through the name,
and conversely, it does not matter whether the given entity really has something in common
with the given region, besides the name (e.g. whether it lies in the given region, whether it has
its origin in it, etc.).

The mayors point out that the identity of individual municipalities is often formed by
well-known personalities: ,,The Olympian Straka (hame modified by the author, Author's
Note) comes from our municipality, so | would say he also completes the identity of our
municipality. The mayors also argue that smaller sub-regions (local parts) with a unique
identity can be generally allocated even within the individual municipalities. A higher level
of the institutionalization of these local parts may cause rivalry within the municipality
and constitute a hampering, but also an accelerator to its development. Cases where
the municipal residents have a closer relationship to individual local parts than the mu-
nicipality itself are not at all exceptional. After all, the FB 9/2014 survey showed (Nikischer
2014e) that in general, the inhabitants of Slovakia have a relationship with parts of the mu-
nicipalities they live in almost as strong as to their home municipalities. The analysis of per-
sonal profiles on the social network indicates (Nikischer 2014a) a low degree of local
consciousness (weak relationship to the municipality) in the municipalities of northern
Slovakia, whose name consists of the names of individual local parts (e.g. Stlov-Hradna).
Cases where such municipalities do not even have their own profile created on the social
network can be observed, while local parts have their own profile. It can be assumed that
in such cases, the population in general identifies with the local part rather than the mu-
nicipality itself (in some cases this applies literally regarding the identification on the social
network).

Understandably, the high degree of consciousness in relation to local parts may causes
difficulties in decision-making of the municipal council (see Nikischer 2015c), even may
leads to the desintegration of the municipality (however, current legislation in Slovakia limits
similar processes) or a significant change in its identity (name of the municipality, etc.).
On the other hand, as noted and demonstrated by one of the respondents of the in-depth
interviews, diversity within the municipality may bring a boost to local life (we can see
a parallel with the region of Europe and the idea of ,unity in diversity”). In the outlined
directions we can also consider the relationship of other regions and their sub-regions, not just
the municipality and its local parts.
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The ISSP 2003 survey indicates (Nikischer 2013a) that within the territory of Slo-
vakia, the highest degree of local consciousness is in the north. The high degree of local
consciousness in northern Slovakia can be partly explained by Bitusikova's (2002) words,
according to whom the mountain regions, where living conditions were always harder than
inthe lower-lying areas, are characterized by a considerable solidarity within local
communities, mutual aid among neighbors and families, and a lower level of social
differentiation (in other words, the mountain regions are characterized by strong local bonds).
Even the analysis of the spatial differentiation of the degree of local consciousness in northern
Slovakia shows (Nikischer 2014a) that the spatial clusters of municipalities with weaker local
consciousness lie rather in basins (Turdianska, Liptovska, and Zilinska basin), while
the spatial associations of municipalities with stronger local consciousness lie rather in colder
areas with rugged terrain (e.g. in the Slovak-Polish border region in Kysuce and Orava,
on the Kysuce-Orava boundary, or in the eastern part of the Levo¢a Mountains). However,
a relatively high degree of local consciousness was also found in the smaller Rajecka Basin,
and on contrary, a low degree was found in the northern part of Saris.

Besides municipalities whose names consist of the names of local parts, rather low
degree of local consciousness was found in many municipalities located in the narrow
outskirts of larger towns. It appears that the influence sphere of the settlement of higher rank
is also reflected in the degree of local consciousness where the larger center, as a ,,sucker
of this consciousness, acts in its narrow outskirts (also in the common communication
individuals often manifest their local identity by expressing their affiliation to larger centers
located relatively close to their municipality of origin). In conclusion, it should be added that
the populations of culturally and geographically close traditional regions (Liptov and Turiec,
Kysuce and Orava, Spi§ and Zamagurie, Sari§ and Horny Zemplin) also show similar degrees

of local consciousness.

4 Conclusion

It can be argued that the new regional geography is more theoretical than traditional
(idiographic) regional geography, which in practice includes regional classification and often
a very exhausting description (MacKinnon 2009). The main objective of the ,,new* regional
geographers is to understand the process of forming regions, i.e. finding regularities
in the socio-spatial processes taking place in different spatio-temporal contexts. Although

in the process of institutionalization of individual regions we can observe certain regularities,
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we must not forget the fact that the ,,life of each region is unique and specific. In many cases,
the research of such a unique institutionalization process has exceptional social relevance (see
the region of Europe). The approach of the new regional geography (which is however not
entirely coherent; see Gilbert 1988) places an emphasis on finding laws in the social
organization of space through the study of specific regions (see Kucera 2011), providing
many generalizable conclusions and a unique knowledge of particular socio-spatial processes.

A typical feature of the ,,new* approach to the study of regions is the fact that within it
there is no preference for a particular geographical scale — the understanding of the insti-
tutionalization of regions and the social organization of space requires the research of proc-
esses of different scales (Paasi 2009). The presented thesis also includes studies focusing
on the analysis of the socio-spatial processes of various scales, from local (at the level of mu-
nicipalities, or the local parts) to the supranational (Europe). Of course, it cannot be claimed
that this dissertation comprehensively explains the formation, reproduction, transformation or
disappearance of regions, but in any case constitutes a relevant contribution in this regard.
At the same time it provides much knowledge regarding specific regions and a relatively
comprehensive picture of the social organization of space in Slovakia, especially in its
northern part.

The contribution of the whole qualification work, whose main objective was to extend
the current state of knowledge on the process of the institutionalization of regions

and the social organization of space in general, can be summarized into four basic points:

« The work represents a relevant contribution to the theoretical and methodological
discussion on the issues of the social organization of space, regional identities and the in-

stitutionalization of regions.

« The work presents several surveys on regional identities of different geographical scales,
based on multiple, partly original, or little used methods, thus enriching the research
methodics regarding the research of different dimensions of regional identity and the so-

cial organization of space.

» The presented surveys and relevant results contribute to the knowledge of the relationship
of society and space, and to the understanding of how the geographical space is organized
by society. Through the analysis of regional consciousness, the identities of regions
and their mutual relations, the work contributes to understanding the process of the in-

stitutionalization of regions and the structuring of geographic space. Understanding
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the social organization of space and the processes leading to the formation of socio-
spatial borders can aid the elimination of negative effects related to their existence. It is
also necessary in view of the successful ,,management* of regions (understood as the pur-
poseful construction/reproduction/deconstruction of regions in order to achieve specific
political, economic or other objectives), which is a normal part of political and economic

practice. It is equally relevant from the perspective of regional development.

The work represents an important contribution to the research on the social organization
of Slovakia's space, especially in the north (the Zilina and Presov Regions). This
contribution is all the more relevant because the social organization of space in northern
Slovakia has not yet been the subject of adequate research and relevant scholarly
discussions. In terms of research on the regional identities, northern Slovakia presents
a particularly interesting geographical space, characterized by a series of specifics. From
the perspective of decision-makers, some of the conclusions presented in this work

constitute material worthy of attention.
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